
A NEw GENERATION OF REFERENCE 
RESOURCES

These accurate and engaging information sources go beyond the 
basic material found in the traditional reference sources often used 
by youth for reports on states. They introduce students to primary 
source materials including public documents, images, audios, vid-
eos, and multimedia features that bring the unique aspects of a 
state alive for learners.

Although a high-quality online encyclopedia isn’t available for 
every state, the numbers of these types of resources are growing. 
More than a dozen states currently maintain an online encyclope-
dia, almanac, or some other type of resource providing historical, 
cultural and/or scientifi c information.

One advantage of online state resources is that they can easily 
be updated and expanded. For instance, The Handbook of Texas 
<https://www.tshaonline.org/handbook> has been working to ex-
pand the number of Tejano and Mexican American entries in their 
project.

Let’s explore some of the interesting features available in these 
information sources.

INFORMATION ACCESS

Students need to be able to easily access information on their state. 
For instance, the Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture
<http://www.okhistory.org/publications/encyclopediaonline> pro-
vides three ways for users to access articles: by keyword; browse 
by letter; or explore by people, places and objects. 

The Encyclopedia of Alabama <http://www.encyclopediaofal-
abama.org/> focuses on the history, culture, geography, and natu-
ral environment of Alabama. In addition to searching by keyword 
or phrase, users can also browse by category. Indexes are provided 
by articles, authors, events, organizations, people, and places. Us-
ers can also explore features and image galleries.  Finally, “Quick 
Facts” are available for those seeking classic state report informa-
tion like state fl ag, bird, fl ower, and mammal.

In addition to searching by keyword or browsing by category, 
some encyclopedias provide other types of navigation. For in-
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When they need more depth, they head to the library’s 970s 
shelves for rows of trade books from Alabama to Wyoming. How-
ever, in the past few years a growing number of high-quality, 
online resources have emerged that provide an alternative to this 
traditional approach.

KnowLA: Encyclopedia of Louisiana <http://www.knowla.
org/> represents the new generation of social science encyclopedia 
that provides “a comprehensive, dynamic online reference guide 
to the history and culture of Louisiana.” Created with the support 
of the Louisiana Endowment for the Humanities and other orga-
nizations, this reference source provides peer reviewed, in-depth 
entries by top scholars in the areas of architecture, art, folklife, 
history, literature, and music.  KnowLA plans to expand these cat-
egories to include archaeology, business and industry, education, 
ethnicity, foldaways, geography and the environment, government 
and politics, languages, law, media, religion, science and medicine, 
sports and recreation, and travel and tourism.

From the twenty-two volumes of World 
Book Encyclopedia to the nearly 5 mil-

lion Wikipedia articles available online, 
school children of all ages rely on ency-
clopedias for quick access to information 

for their state projects. 
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stance, the MNopedia <http://www.mno-
pedia.org/> uses place marks on a Google 
Map to spotlight local landmarks. Users 
click on the marker to access the article.

MATERIAL TyPES

In addition to text, many encyclopedias 
contain entries with images, audio, video, 
and multimedia elements. The Tennes-
see Encyclopedia of History and Culture 
<http://tennesseeencyclopedia.net/> pro-
vides the option to browse by images, vid-
eos, audios, or interactives. Users can view 
a slide show of visuals from the Battle of 
Shiloh, watch a video about slavery, or lis-
ten to a music clip.

The Encyclopedia Virginia <http://
www.encyclopediavirginia.org/> contains 
virtual tours of more than a dozen histori-
cal sites across Virginia. 

Many of the encyclopedias focus on 
topics related to history. Articles often in-
clude primary source documents. The Free 

Online Encyclopedia of Washington State 
History <http://www.historylink.org/> 
contains cyberpedias, timeline essays, and 
people’s histories as well as numerous col-
lections on historical topics. Many of these 
include primary source documents such 
as newspaper articles, maps, photographs, 
government documents, scrapbook items, 
and more.

The Wyoming History Encyclopedia 
<http://www.wyohistory.org/encyclope-
dia> provides a list of both primary and 
secondary sources at the end of each ar-
ticle. For instance, an article entitled “The 
Notorious Blizzard of 1949” cites primary 
sources including newspaper articles, 
scrapbook albums, and personal stories. 

Timelines are another common feature 
in these web resources. The Alaska: His-
tory & Cultural Studies <http://www.akh-
istorycourse.org/> website displays parallel 
timelines showing Alaska, national, and 
international events throughout history.

REAdING LEVEL

Reading levels can sometimes be an issue 
with online information sources. The Colo-
rado Encyclopedia <http://coloradoency-
clopedia.colostate.edu/> contains scholarly 
reviewed articles specifically written for 
the fourth, eighth, and tenth-grade read-
ing levels. Divided into sections on people, 
places, events, and things, the encyclopedia 
also contains six broad intellectual themes 
including origins, diversity, community, 
ecology, political economy, and place. The 
large, easy-to-read font and simple screen 
display lacks the distractions of many other 
websites and increases readability.

dEPTH OF CONTENT

Unlike reference sources that skim the sur-
face, some of the state encyclopedias pro-
vide an in-depth examination of processes 
and products distinct to their state.  For 
instance, the New Georgia Encyclopedia 
<http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/> 
features fascinating articles on topics like 
the genetics of cotton. The encyclopedia 
also explores the unique people, places, 
and objects of Georgia.

From oral histories to stories about 
historical events, many state encyclope-
dia websites use a narrative approach to 
their articles. The Kansapedia <http://
www.kshs.org/portal_kansapedia> website 
invites readers to submit 500-word ar-
ticles to expand their content. Many of the 
stories connect to the more than 200,000 
images from the Kansas Memory online 
collections. The story area categories in-
clude people, place, race and ethnicity, and 
theme.

The Online Nevada Encyclopedia 
<http://www.onlinenevada.org/> explores 
both historical and contemporary topics. 
For instance, it contains a section on con-
temporary Las Vegas poets along with a 
lesson on poets and poetry.

TEACHER RESOURCES

Many of these reference resources provide 
teaching materials such as links to stan-
dards, student activities, and lesson plans.

The Texas Almanac <https://texas-
almanac.com/> contains 46 downloadable 
lessons and resources focusing on all as-
pects of Texas from the economy and poli-
tics to natural disasters and culture.

NCPedia <http://ncpedia.org/> con-
tains a large educator section includ-

MNopedia: Google Maps

New Georgia Encyclopedia: Genetics 
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ing standards-connected articles, activi-
ties and lesson plans, fast facts, printable 
bookmarks, and a handout containing 100 
North Carolina icons.

The West Virginia Encyclopedia 
<http://www.wvencyclopedia.org/> pro-
vides more than twenty, 10-item quizzes 
related to the content of the state ency-
clopedia. Students are presented with the 
questions and given the opportunity to ex-
plore for the answers. When they click the 
“Take the Quiz” button, they are presented 
with multiple choice questions. At the end 
of the quiz, they submit their work. Then 
they are informed of the correct and in-
correct answers  and given links for more 
information.

EXTENSIONS

Beyond providing basic encyclopedia ar-
ticles, many of the state encyclopedias 
provide links to extend the experience. 
The Connecticut History <http://connect-
icuthistory.org/> website provides a “Learn 
More” option at the bottom of each article 
providing links to websites, places, docu-
ments, books, and other resources.

GET INVOLVEd

Many of the websites rely on volunteers 
and contributions from users. For instance, 
the Encyclopedia of Arkansas History & 
Culture <http://www.encyclopediaofar-
kansas.net/> encourages users to get in-
volved with their project by writing an en-

try, suggesting a topic, reviewing entries, 
suggesting media, and involving students. 
Although they’re seeking college students 
to create entries, teachers could adapt their 
activities for K-12 students. Their “Helpful 
Tips” section would be useful for students 
searching and using the encyclopedia.

SOCIAL MEdIA

Some encyclopedia websites use social me-
dia as a way to maintain contact with us-
ers. For instance, the The Oregon Encyclo-
pedia <http://www.oregonencyclopedia.
org/> uses their web site, Facebook page, 
and Twitter feed to share daily history 
posts. Their postings often include primary 
source documents and historical photos to 
draw student interest.

APPS

Increasingly, these reference resources are 
available as apps in addition to websites. 
ExplorePAhistory <http://explorepahis-
tory.com/> provides their materials as both 
a website and app.

ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

These state-by-state resources are useful 
across the curriculum.

Many of the state resources focus on 
history topics. MassMoments <http://
www.massmoments.org/> is a website 
containing a collection of 365 stories from 
Massachusetts history. A different story is 
presented each day of the year along with 
primary sources and teacher resources.

Many states provide resources focus-
ing on the fl ora and fauna found within 
the state. The GeorgiaINFO: An Online 
Georgia Almanac <http://georgiainfo.
galileo.usg.edu/> wildlife section is divided 
into amphibians, birds, fi sh, invertebrates, 
mammals, and reptiles.

TERRITORy ANd CITy FOCUS

Educators sometimes forget about the 
United States Territories. Use online en-
cyclopedias to explore these important re-
gions. 

Guampedia <http://www.guampedia.
com/> provides information about Guam 
including the topics of art, environment, 
government, history, society, and villages. 
The World War II era is of particular in-
terest. Filled with amazing photographs 
and other primary source materials, the 
articles in this section focus on an area of 
the world often overlooked when studying 
American history.

NCPedia: Educator Section

The Oregon Encyclopedia: Facebook 
Posting.

Mass Moments.

ExplorePAhistory App.
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The Puerto Rico Encyclopedia <http://
www.enciclopediapr.org/> is available in 
both Spanish and English, making it an 
excellent resource for language learning in 
addition to its use as a reference tool.

In addition to encyclopedias of states, 
there are also a few encyclopedias that fo-
cus on specifi c cities. The Encyclopedia of 
Chicago History <http://encyclopedia.chi-
cagohistory.org/> provides a comprehen-
sive look at the windy city. In addition to 
articles, the website also contains historical 
sources, maps, and special features such as 
video clips.

The Encyclopedia of Cleveland <http://
ech.case.edu/> features articles, images, 
maps, and multimedia connected with 
Ohio’s second largest city. 

ONLINE REFERENCE 
RESOURCES IN THE SCHOOL 
LIBRARy

When working with teachers on states 
projects, consider the wide range of re-
sources available beyond traditional books 
and popular websites. Use these projects as 
an opportunity to introduce students to in-
teresting primary source materials. Finally, 
encourage students to seek out interesting 
people, places, and things that refl ect the 
amazing history and culture of their state.

Guampedia: World War II.
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It Happens: 
A Guide to Contemporary 
Realistic Fiction for the YA Reader
Kelly Jensen 
978-1-61751-031-1 • 278 pages • $50.00

every book has a reader. It Happens: A Guide to Contemporary 
Realistic Fiction for the YA Reader is a comprehensive guide 
to matching a teen reader with the right book. As a lifetime 
reader and young adult librarian, Jensen has read contemporary 

and serving on a selection committee taught her how to discuss 
and consider books critically and how to make connections with 
other titles. It Happens does all of that and more. Part I gives the 
reader advisor real tools to understand young adult literature, 

description, a list of appeal factors, and suggested read alikes 
for each title. Part III has real conversation starters on tough real 
topics with titles that will challenge readers.    

The Tween Scene: 
A Year of Programs for  
10-to 14-Year Olds
Tiffany Balducci and Brianne Wilkins-Bester 
978-1-61751-029-8 • 232 pages • $50.00

The Tween Scene: A Year of Programs for 10- to 14-Years Olds 
is a treasure chest of programs, tips, and ideas for serving the 
tweens coming to your library. No longer children, while not yet 
teens, tweens need to have programs geared to their interests and 
age level. The authors tell you how to get started, how to publicize 
to tweens, and provide ice breakers to get tweens talking. Then 
there are four programs for each month of the year. Each program 
description offers advertisement ideas, a guide for preparation, 
forms, room set-up suggestions, a complete outline for the program 
presentation, a list of materials used, a budget, and personal 
comments and suggestions from the authors’ experiences. If you 
are thinking about initiating programming for tweens, or need fresh 

ideas for your group, this is the book you need. Includes many 
color illustrations and reproducibles.
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