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No active alerts

 74°
 Mostly Sunny

 Mostly sunny, with a high near 74.
 West southwest wind around 10
 mph.

 45°
 Partly Cloudy

 Partly cloudy, with a low around 45.
 Southwest wind 11 to 15 mph, with
 gusts as high as 22 mph.
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Siemens recalls panels that may point to wrong antibiotics

Siemens Healthcare Diagnostics has issued a recall of some of its panels for testing
 resistance in certain gram-negative bacteria because they may produce incorrect
 results, leading to inappropriate prescriptions of antibiotics.

As the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) continue to raise awareness
 about the dangers of antibiotic resistance, they are most concerned about infections
 caused by gram-negative bacteria, which have become resistant to nearly all types
 of antibiotics currently available. The devices Siemens is recalling are used by
 laboratories to identify and measure how certain gram-negative bacteria, including
 the three most common pathogens that cause healthcare-associated gram negative
 infections - Enterobacteriaceae, Acinetobacter and Pseudomonas aeruginosa,
 respond to some antibiotics. This helps healthcare providers select the correct
 antibiotic treatment for a patient. Using the recalled panels may yield incorrect test
 results, categorizing bacteria as sensitive to the antibiotics Aztreonam, Cefotaxime,
 Ceftazidime and Ceftriaxone, when they are actually resistant. Prescriptions of those
 antibiotics in such cases could delay appropriate treatment and potentially lead to
 serious health consequences. (Sources: CDC, Food and Drug Administration)

The recall applies to three lots of Siemens' Rapid Gram Negative BP Combo Panel
 Type 3 and eight lots of its Rapid Gram Negative Urine Combo Panel Type 1. They
 were manufactured between November 1, 2013, and August 11, 2014, and
 distributed through September of this year. (Source: FDA)
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Utilize search tools in your inventory management or electronic
 health records (EHR) systems to determine if you have used any of
 the recalled panels. If you have not done so, take this opportunity
 to discuss with your EHR vendor whether there are existing
 features or options for enhancing your system to be able to search
 for recalled products associated with patient charts. (Source:
 Physicians Practice)

If you have any of the recalled panels in stock, stop using and
 discard them immediately. Review test results for any patients for
 whom the recalled panels were used and consider whether to retest
 or conduct patient follow-ups. Contact Siemens 24 hours a day at
 1-800-988-2477 if you need assistance. (Source: FDA)

Always follow procedures to ensure that antibiotics are prescribed
 correctly. This should include getting the recommended cultures
 prior to ordering a prescription, starting antibiotics promptly and
 reassessing the prescription after 48 hours based on a patient
 exam and relevant tests. (Source: CDC)
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Register now for the 2014 National Healthcare Coalition Preparedness
 Conference, December 10-12 in Denver, Colorado!

If you are not yet subscribed to this daily brief, click here to sign up.
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