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HHS notes progress in improving hospital patient safety

Lower rates of mistakes and improved patient safety initiatives prevented an
 estimated 50,000 deaths due to hospital-associated conditions during a three-year
 period ending in 2013, according to a report recently issued by the Department of
 Health and Human Services (HHS).

An evaluation of medical records showed that the chances of a U.S. patient acquiring
 an infection, experiencing an adverse drug event or being injured while in the
 hospital dropped 17 percent from 2010 to 2013. This includes a nearly 50 percent
 reduction in central line associated bloodstream infections, a 20 percent reduction in
 patients developing bed sores, and a 19 percent drop in incidents in which patients
 were given the wrong drug, a drug they were allergic to, or an incorrect amount
 leading to overdose. The overall reduction in these healthcare-associated conditions
 resulted in an estimated $12 billion savings for healthcare facilities, two-thirds of
 that in 2013. (Sources: HHS, Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, NBC
 News)

Even with the decrease, almost 10 percent of hospital patients in 2013 experienced
 one or more of these conditions and the HHS report recognized that substantial work
 remains. There were still 1.1 million reports of patients developing pressure ulcers in
 2013, and 1.3 million adverse drug events, as examples. The areas with the lowest
 percentage improvements over the three-year period were ventilator-associated
 pneumonia and adverse obstetric events. (Sources: HHS, AHRQ)
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Review your healthcare facility's patient safety data in the context
 of progress outlined in HHS' Interim Update on 2013 Annual
 Hospital-Acquired Condition Rate and hold discussions with your
 patient safety team on ways to enhance current initiatives.

HHS recommends checking out the AHRQ's Comprehensive Unit-
based Safety Program, a suite of training tools to help improve how
 clinical team members work together in an effort to improve overall
 patient safety.

For detailed guidelines for reducing certain healthcare-associated
 conditions, utilize model resources like the Society for Healthcare
 Epidemiology of America/Infectious Diseases Society of America
 strategy for preventing ventilator-associated pneumonia in acute
 care hospitals, and the Institute for Healthcare Improvement 's
 guide for preventing obstetrical adverse events.
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MESH does not assume any liability for the content, materials, information, and opinions provided within this
 communication. Further, MESH disclaims any liability resulting from use of any content within this
 communication. Information contained in this communication is provided "as is," with all faults. Neither
 MESH, nor any person associated with MESH, makes any warranty or representation with respect to the
 quality, accuracy, or availability of this information.

 MESH serves as the designated Medical Multi-Agency Coordination Center for Marion County, Indiana. The
 MESH Intelligence Program is a joint-effort between the City of Indianapolis, Division of Homeland Security,
 the Marion County Public Health Department and the Indiana Department of Homeland Security designed to
 provide real-time information and support to the healthcare sector in the Indianapolis area. Assistance with
 info or questions at: Office phone: 317.630.7363, Pager: 317.310.6762, Email: MESHintel@meshcoalition.org
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