
MEMORANDUM 
 
 

To:   Board of Visitors 
  Executive Committee 
  Center Advisory Boards 
 
From:  Patrick M. Rooney, Executive Director 
 
Date:  June 29th, 2012 
 
Subject: Center on Philanthropy Activities 

 
 
School of Philanthropy Update 
 
I am very pleased to share with you that the proposal to create the world’s first School of 
Philanthropy was passed unanimously by the IU Board of Trustees at their meeting on Friday, 
June 22 in Gary.  I want to thank all of you who have reviewed the different concepts that have 
been discussed and debated over the past several years for your time, creativity and effort to help 
move this from a concept into a solid proposal which was strongly endorsed by the Trustees.   
 
One important note: the Trustees have asked President McRobbie to conduct a review of the 
school and its progress on several different criteria (faculty hires, student growth, fundraising 
and other fiscal success, etc.) two years after the School is implemented—if passed by the 
Commission for Higher Ed. 
 
Please keep in mind that the Indiana Commission for Higher Education must also pass this 
before the school can become a reality.  This is an important step in the process and is not an 
automatic approval.  We have been asked not to lobby the commissioners in any way.  The 
submission to the Commission will be handled by the Chancellor’s Office in conjunction with 
Vice President John Applegate’s offices.   
 
If the Commission endorses the concept, we will create several faculty and staff task forces to 
help us think about the optimal structures and processes for the new school.  We will make a 
recommendation as to when the school might be ready to start, and President McRobbie will 
determine the actual start date of the new school—again, pending approval by the Commission. 
 
In the meantime, I hope you will all help me welcome Gene Tempel back to the Center on 
Philanthropy as a Senior Fellow beginning in October.  Gene was one of the co-founders of the 
Center, and has given a great deal of his time and energy to the Center from its conception, birth 
and development.  Gene served as the Executive Director of the Center for 11 years but was a 
key participant in its original proposals and its early developments.  Gene has also served on our 
Board of Visitors over the past four years and as a mentor and advisor to me during that time.  
Now, President McRobbie has asked Gene to come back to the Center to help us create the new 
school.  This is appropriate and wonderful for many reasons, and I know Gene will lend his 
wisdom and insights, as well as his passion for the Center in this next stage of creation for the 
School of Philanthropy.   
 
My thanks and gratitude to all of you who have helped along this path! 
 



 
In addition to the exciting information listed above about the school progress, the Center has 
been involved in the following activities. 
 
General 
 

• I presented at the American Council on Education (ACE) meeting on Sunday, June 3rd, as 
well as the roll-out of  Giving USA (see details about the roll out under the Research 
section) June 19th in Charlotte, NC and New York, June 20th in Philadelphia, June 26th  in 
Kansas City, and June 29th in Washington, DC.  

• I was honored to be elected as President of the Board of the Nonprofit Academic Centers 
Council, which is comprised of the leaders of philanthropy and non-profit academic 
centers around the world. 
 
 

Academic Programs  
 

• The admissions report from the Student Services Office includes the following statistics: 
PhD – 7 admitted 
MA – 27 (largest class in the last decade) admitted 
ExMA – 14 admitted 

• The Executive MA program is in full swing. The online portion of the courses started 
May 15th and the students will join us on campus for the summer residential period 
beginning July 9th and concluding July 28th.  

• Greg Witkowski, Director of Graduate Programs and Associate Professor of 
Philanthropic Studies, received a RISE Course development grant to make the Learning 
by Giving course into a full-time offering.  This course includes granting $10,000 to local 
organizations and is recognition at the campus level of the significant role the course can 
play in bringing students together with the community.  The RISE grant is supporting a 
redesign of the course, which Greg has been working on in May and June.  

• The Center’s own Gregg Behr (Jane Addams Fellow alumnus) is one of four finalists for 
the Independent Sector/American Express NGen Leadership Award.  The American 
Express NGen Leadership Award honors one accomplished nonprofit leader age 40 or 
under who has already demonstrated significant impact in addressing society's critical 
needs.   In addition to already demonstrating a significant impact in addressing society's 
critical needs, the recipient of this award must also: 

o Display a proven ability to collaborate in innovative, inclusive ways;  
o Show how they identify needs, generates solutions and assesses progress toward 

goals; and 
o Model leadership presence. 
o The award winner will be announced later in July.    

• Gil Latz was in Japan in late May and early June working on the course, Trans Pacific 
Leadership, a collaborative venture between IUPUI, Portland State University, Waseda 
University (Tokyo), and the Shibuswawa Foundation (Tokyo).  The course includes 
comparative lectures on the rise and influence of philanthropic leadership on Trans-
Pacific relations in Japan and the US in the late 19th and 20th centuries as well the role of 
philanthropy in reconstruction from the Great East Japan Earthquake, March 11, 2011, 
focusing on the Hirayama Ikuo Volunteer Center (WAVOC).  Gil is a Philanthropic 
Studies Faculty member, and serves as the Associate Vice Chancellor for International 
Affairs, and Professor of Geography at IUPUI, as well as Associate Vice President for 
International Affairs at IU. 



• From the IUPUI News Center, May 31, 2012: Kirsten Grønbjerg, the Efroymson Chair in 
Philanthropy and Professor of Public Affairs, Sociology and Philanthropic Studies, is the 
project director and lead author of "Indiana Nonprofit Employment: Trends in Education, 
1995-2009," a joint project of Indiana University's School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs (SPEA), the Indiana Business Research Center at IU's Kelley School of Business, 
the Center on Philanthropy and the Johns Hopkins Center for Civil Society Studies.  Co-
authors are IU doctoral student Kellie McGiverin-Bohan and master's students Kristen 
Dmytryk, Katherine Gagnon and Katherine Novakoski.   
Their report discusses that jobs and pay scales are increasing quickly in nonprofit schools 
and colleges while employment and average salaries in government-run schools and 
colleges are inching up or even decreasing.  "Nonprofits are a significant force in the 
state's economy," the report's authors conclude. "They constitute a major and growing 
portion of all employment in education and play an important role in training future and 
current workers and supporting innovation and entrepreneurship."  

• On June 29th, Lijun He, Doctoral Student in Philanthropic Studies, contributed a chapter 
on US philanthropy 2011 for China Philanthropy Blue Book 2011 edited and published 
by China Social Academy. China Philanthropy Blue Book is an important report on 
Philanthropy for all Chinese philanthropy and nonprofit professionals, government 
agencies, and corporations. 

• Peter Christian Weber, Doctoral Student in Philanthropic Studies, published an article in 
Voluntas, “Modernity, Civil Society, and Sectarianism: The Muslim Brotherhood and the 
Takfir Groups.” Voluntas: International Journal of Voluntary and Nonprofit 
Organizations, online first. (DOI 10.1007/s11266-012-9299-4.)  

• At last November's ARNOVA Conference, Marty Sulek’s articles on the meaning of 
philanthropy won honorable mention in the category of best article of the year for 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly (NVSQ).  Marty is a recent Ph.D. graduate 
who taught a course for us in the spring. The titles of the articles are:   
Sulek, M. (April 01, 2010). On the modern meaning of philanthropy. Nonprofit and 
Voluntary Sector Quarterly, 39, 2, 193-212.  
Sulek, M. (January 01, 2010). On the Classical Meaning of Philanthrôpía. Nonprofit and 
Voluntary Sector Quarterly, 39, 3, 385-408.  

 
 

Development 
 

• The Endowment Campaign has achieved 67 percent of its $100M goal.  We plan to 
publically announce the campaign (and its progress) at the 25th Anniversary Dinner in 
November, 2012. The campaign will conclude in June, 2013.    

•  The 2012 annual fund campaign will conclude on June 30, 2012.  Our goal is to raise at 
least $200K in support of Center activities.  To date, $187K has been contributed to the 
campaign. If you have not yet made a commitment, please contact Sean Dunlavy, 
Director of Fundraising and Institutional Advancement (317.278.8920 or 
sdunlavy@iupui.edu) for more information. 

• Our goal for the 25th Anniversary Dinner and the Symposium is to raise $100K in gifts 
and sponsorships to underwrite the expenses from these two events.  To date, $57K has 
been pledged in support of the events and the cost for a table of 8 at the 25th Anniversary 
Dinner is $1,500.  For more information, please contact Katie Ballard at 317.278.8975 or 
katballa@iupui.edu. 
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The Fund Raising School (TFRS) 
 

• For all courses to date in 2012, TFRS has seen an increase of 9% in enrollment over 
2011. The Planned Giving course has seen enrollment increase by 63.16% and the 
Interpersonal Communications course, an increase of 40%. 

• TFRS offered Developing Major Gifts in San Francisco and Managing the Capital 
Campaign in Chicago in addition to the many courses offered in Indianapolis. 

• Contract programs during late May and June included 
o  Fundamentals of Fundraising for the Islamic Society of North America 

(Indianapolis), an annual program since 2008 
o The Executive Course on Fundraising for the YMCA of the USA (Chicago), in its 

third year of providing one or more offerings 
o  The Board’s Role in Fundraising for Read to Grow (New York), a new program 

for TFRS 
o Principles and Techniques of Fundraising for Fundraising Managers of Austria 

(Vienna), an annual program since 1998 
 

Research 
• Giving USA 2012 was released on June 19th at www.givingUSAreports.org. This annual 

report written, researched, and produced by the Center on Philanthropy in partnership 
with the Giving USA Foundation, is the longest-running, most comprehensive annual 
report on the sources and uses of charitable giving in the United States—since 1956!    

 
The media coverage included mentions in the following media:  

o The Wall Street Journal 
o Reuters News Service 
o Bloomberg News Service 
o Bloomberg BusinessWeek 
o Agence France Press (an international news service similar to Reuters and 

Associated Press) 
o CNBC.com 
o U.S. News & World Report 
o The Huffington Post 
o Economic Times 
o Chicago Tribune 
o Philadelphia Inquirer 
o e-Jewish Philanthropy 
o The Chronicle of Philanthropy 
o The Chronicle of Higher Education 
o The NonProfit Times 

 
 

• Una Osili, Director of Research, and Melanie McKitrick, Managing Editor of Giving 
USA, presented Giving USA 2012 findings in Columbus, OH and Dayton, OH. 

• Una also presented research findings at the following events: 
o The Center on Philanthropy Research Breakfast Series at the Center on June 5th on 
“High Net Worth Donors.” 
o The Olaniyan Scholars Program in Indianapolis on June 12th on “African Americans, 
the Economy and Philanthropy”   
o For Wells Fargo In Chapel Hill, NC on June 14th on “Financial Knowledge in 
Nonprofits”  

http://www.givingusareports.org/


o A presentation for Global Impact in Washington, DC, on June 27th on  “Recent 
Trends in Philanthropy”  

 
 

Women’s Philanthropy Institute (WPI)  
 

• The Women’s Philanthropy Institute (WPI) shared research about gender and 
philanthropy with key audiences:  May 31st  with the Chicago Council on Planned 
Giving; June 12th  with college presidents of the Appalachian College Association; and 
June 21st  with the Philanthropic Advisory Council sponsored by Ball State University.   

• WPI is also engaged in strategic visioning for the next three years.   
 
 

Lake Institute on Faith & Giving 

• Presented the second session for the Methodist Theological School in Ohio (MTSO) on 
June 6th. It was a 3-day serial version of the Creating Congregational Cultures of 
Generosity.  Lake staff participated in strategic partnership discussions with the President 
and Dean of Methodist Theological School of Ohio regarding an expanded 2012-2013 
relationship.  

•  An upcoming planning conference has been established for a new partnership contract 
with The FundRraising School, The Hilton Foundation, and the GHR Foundation to 
address the spiritual/religious dynamics of women’s religious life within congregations of 
women religious.  

• Bill Enright, Director of the Lake Institute, served as the guest speaker for the pre-
conference for the Greenleaf Center's 22nd Annual International Conference on June 20th. 

International Programs 
 

• On May 24th  Kelly Albertson, Interim Director of International Programs, met in 
Beijing, China with Mr. Li Li of the China Foundation for Poverty Alleviation and Dr. 
Deng Guosheng of the NGO Research Center at Tsinghua University to discuss potential 
collaborations and visiting scholar opportunities. 

• Kelly has been working with our partners at Sun Yat-sen University (SYSU) on the 
planning and logistics of a workshop and study tour for Southern Chinese entrepreneurs 
and budding philanthropists that is tentatively planned to take place in September as part 
of the grant from the Rockefeller Brothers Fund. 

• We have been working on the development of a training program for the Chinese 
Foundation and NGO leaders in conjunction with one of the Center’s partners, the 
Beijing Normal University One Foundation Philanthropy Research Institute, and the 
East-West Institute based in Honolulu, Hawaii. 

• Dr. Wolfgang Bielefeld, Professor Emeriti and former Director of International 
Programs, gave a presentation on June 7th on social entrepreneurship at the Beijing 
Normal University One Foundation Philanthropy Research Institute (BNUI) in Beijing. 
This event was attended by over 60 BNU1 alumni, including foundation leaders, 
entrepreneurs, members of the media and government officials. Afterwards, Wolfgang 
met with BNUI’s Dean, Dr. Wang Zhenyao, to discuss future collaboration with the 
Center as well as graduate degrees in philanthropy and nonprofit management that BNU1 
is planning to offer in the near future.  

 
 



Thank you to all of our Board of Visitors members and other friends who are supportive of our 
work and have provided leadership in our move toward becoming a School of Philanthropy. 
 


