
MEMORANDUM 
 
 

To:   Board of Visitors 
  Executive Committee 
  Center Advisory Boards 
 
From:  Patrick M. Rooney, Executive Director 
 
Date:  July 26, 2012 
 
Subject: Center on Philanthropy Activities 

 
 
School of Philanthropy Update 
 
Please keep in mind that the Indiana Commission for Higher Education must also approve the 
School of Philanthropy before the school can become a reality.  This is an important step in the 
process and is not an automatic approval.  We have been asked not to lobby the commissioners 
in any way.  The submission to the Commission will be handled by the Chancellor’s Office in 
conjunction with Vice President John Applegate’s offices.   
 
If the Commission endorses the concept, we will create several faculty and staff task forces to 
help us think about the optimal structures and processes for the new school.  We will make a 
recommendation as to when the school might be ready to start, and President McRobbie will 
determine the actual start date of the new school—again, pending approval by the Commission. 
 
General 

• We had several staff members, faculty, and students present at the International Society 
for Third Sector Research (ISTR) Conference in Siena, Italy July 10th – 13th. 
o I presented a paper entitled Corporate Philanthropy: The Age of Integration with 

Melissa Brown and Michal Kramarek, PhD student in Philanthropic Studies. I also 
presented a paper with Thomas Pollack of the Urban Institute, Michal Kramarek, and 
Mark Hager from Arizona State University titled Re-Evaluation of Overhead and 
Fundraising Efficiency Measures: The Role of Size, Age, and Subsector. 

o Other COP presenters are listed under the Academic section. 
 
Communications 
The Center has garnered outstanding media coverage recently on a number of topics, including 
the proposed School of Philanthropy, our undergraduate program, Giving USA and other 
research, as well as the expertise of faculty and staff. 
 

• The proposed School of Philanthropy was the focus of a lengthy Page One story in The 
Indianapolis Star in which Gene Tempel, President of the IU Foundation and member of 
the Board of Visitors, our graduate student Kari McCann and I were quoted. The article 
was picked up by USA Today and Gannett News Service. Several other outlets have 
covered the proposal to create a School, including The Chronicle of Philanthropy, The 
NonProfit Times, and the Indianapolis Business Journal. We were also featured in a story 
on WTHR, the local Indianapolis NBC affiliate. 



• Inside Indiana Business and other media outlets published articles announcing that Gene 
Tempel will return to the Center as a senior advisor to play a key role in our efforts to 
create a School of Philanthropy. 

• The Atlantic published an article on the first bachelor’s degree graduates in Philanthropic 
Studies. The Chronicle of Philanthropy also profiled the degree and the graduates. 

• I was quoted in The Economist in an article on charity and taxation, and in a USA Today 
article on smart phone apps that help people give. 

• Una Osili, Director of Research, and I were quoted and the Center’s research for Giving 
USA Foundation was cited in innumerable stories about the release of the latest Giving 
USA estimates, including articles by Reuters,  Bloomberg News, The Wall Street Journal, 
 Agence France Press, The Chronicle of Philanthropy,  The NonProfit Times, The 
Nonprofit Quarterly, U.S. News & World Report, MSN.com’s Now, Fox Business News, 
Indianapolis Business Journal, Voice of America and many others. 

• A Reuters article about women’s influence in philanthropy quoted Andrea Pactor, 
Associate Director of the Women’s Philanthropy Institute, and was also picked up by the 
Today Show’s website and MSNBC.com. Andrea also provided extensive information 
reflected in the article and recommended several of the other people who are quoted. 

• The New York Times cited the Women’s Philanthropy Institute’s “Women Give” study in 
an article on wealthy women philanthropists and a Financial Times article cited our 
research for the “Bank of America Merrill Lynch Study of High Net Worth 
Philanthropy.” 

• Tim Seiler, Director of The Fund Raising School, was quoted in a Globe and Mail article 
about why people give. 

• Dwight Burlingame, Director of Academic Programs, was quoted in an article in The 
Jewish Week about teaching children to give. 

• Les Lenkowsky, Professor of Public Affairs and Philanthropic Studies, was quoted in a 
Washington Post article about the board of trustees crisis at University of Virginia and in 
a USA Today article about the philanthropy of technology industry leaders. 

• The Center and The Fund Raising School were included in a Fortune article about 
organizations that offer training for people who want second careers that make a 
difference. The article was also published on CNNMoney.com. 

• Rich Steinberg’s, Professor of Economics and Philanthropic Studies, research was cited 
in an article on veterans’ organizations in The Chronicle of Philanthropy. 

 
Academic Programs  

• We had several staff members, faculty, and students present at the International Society 
for Third Sector Research (ISTR) Conference in Siena, Italy July 10th – 13th. 
o Greg Witkowski, Director of Graduate Studies and Associate Professor of 

Philanthropic Studies, and Peter Weber, PhD student in Philanthropic Studies, 
participated in a panel entitled Philanthropy, Civil Society, and Democracy in 
German History. 

o Lijun He, PhD student in Philanthropic Studies, presented a paper entitled Who and 
Why People Support the Minority Community-Based Organizations in USA? 
Examining the Burmese Refugees Indigenous Organizations in Indiana. 

o Deb Mesch, Director of the Women’s Philanthropy Institute and Professor of Public 
Affairs and Philanthropic Studies; Una Osili, Director of Research; Xiaonan Kou, 
Project Coordinator at the Center; and Amir Hayat, Statistician at the Center 
presented a paper entitled Leadership and Gender: An Empirical Study of Giving and 
Volunteering by Lions Clubs International Members in 14 Countries. 



o Christiana Atibil, PhD student in Philanthropic Studies, presented Transplanted 
Philanthropy: Why African Community Foundations Cannot Bloom Where They 
Have Been Planted. 

o Laura Littlepage, Clinical Lecturer of Public Affairs and Philanthropic Studies, 
presented a paper  with Michael Moody of the Johnson Center for Philanthropy at 
Grand Valley State, entitled Valuing the Social Impacts of Social Investments: A 
Comparative Study of Organizational Implementation in the US and Europe. 

• Beth Gazley, Assistant Professor of Public Affairs and Philanthropic Studies, had an 
article “Predicting Future Volunteering: A Test of the Penner Model” published in the 
Nonprofit and Voluntary Sector Quarterly. The article reports on a study of members of 
professional and occupational societies, applying a human behavior model tested through 
generalized linear regression modeling.   

Beth Gazley also contributed a chapter to the forthcoming book Disaster Resiliency: 
Interdisciplinary Perspectives (Naim Kapucu, Christopher Hawkins, and Fernando Rivera, Eds.) 
by Routledge entitled “Building Collaborative Capacity for Disaster Resiliency.” The chapter 
discusses research questions related to the potential role for Community Organizations Active in 
Disaster (COADs) in FEMA’s new “whole community” concept “as a mechanism by which 
local government officials and community organizations can coordinate on emergency planning, 
response and long-term recovery.” 
 
Development 

• The Center on Philanthropy will celebrate its 25th anniversary on Tuesday, November 
13th with a dinner and a symposium the next day.  In support of these events, we need to 
raise $100,000 in sponsorships to underwrite the expenses from these two events. To 
date, $70,000 has been pledged in support of the events. The cost for a table of 8 at the 
25th Anniversary Dinner is $1,500.  
Recognition for you (or your) organization at the 25th Anniversary Dinner will be 
included in the following: 

o Signage 
o Program book 
o Public recognition at the podium during the evening 
o Video 
o The following specific sponsorship opportunities are still available: Title Sponsor 

(1): $25,000 
o Video Sponsor (1): $10,000 
o Technology Sponsor (1): $7,500 
o Engagement piece* (1): $5,000 
o Event Sponsor: $1,000-$5,000 
o Table Sponsor: $1,500 

 
Note: * The engagement piece for the 25th Anniversary Dinner will be a design created 
by an IUPUI Herron School of Art student and will represent the artist’s interpretation of 
philanthropy. 
For more information, please contact Katie Ballard at 317.278.8975 or 
katballa@iupui.edu 
 
 

The Fund Raising School (TFRS) 
• Our first course offering of Principles & Techniques of Fundraising in the new fiscal year 

sold out. We hope this is a trend for the coming year. 



• We continue to partner with IUPUI School of Public and Environmental Affairs to offer 
the Certificate in Nonprofit Executive Leadership. Course attendance remains strong in 
both the in-person and online courses. 

• Customized courses include:  
o Murray-Calloway Endowment for Healthcare provided an overview of Planned 

Giving, July 16-17 for the members of their healthcare group. 
o Community Foundation of Collier County invited us back with a group of 40 in a 

Principles & Techniques program.  It has been several years since we worked with 
this group and nice to be invited back to present their community. 

o Make A Wish Foundation of America is hosting two Principles & Techniques 
programs (1 in July/New Jersey and 1 in Phoenix/August).  We will also be leading a 
Developing Major Gifts program in August in Phoenix. 

 
Research 

• Una Osili, Director of Research, made presentations at several meetings and conferences 
recently, including:  Knowledge for Tomorrow’s Philanthropy at the Global Impact All 
Staff Conference in Alexandria, VA; Private Donors and Gender Equality at the UNU-
WIDER Recom Project Meeting in Helsinki, Finland; and she made a joint presentation 
entitled Trends in Philanthropy with Melanie McKitrick, Managing Editor of Giving 
USA, at the Giving Institute Summer Symposium in Park City, Utah.  
 

Women’s Philanthropy Institute (WPI)  
• The Women’s Philanthropy Institute staff continues to expand awareness about why 

gender matters in philanthropy.  At the end of June, Deb Mesch, Director of WPI, and 
WPI Council member Lisa Witter presented sessions for the University of Wisconsin 
advancement staff and community nonprofits in Madison. Dr. Mesch organized a panel 
about gender and philanthropy for the ISTR conference in Italy, and coordinated a 
meeting of the WPI Research Committee while at the conference.  Andrea Pactor, WPI 
Associate Director, presented a session at the annual development conference for Planned 
Parenthood Federation of America in Chicago and spoke to the incoming Executive MA 
students in Indianapolis.   

 
 

Lake Institute on Faith & Giving 

• Bill Enright, Director of the Lake Institute, made a presentation at the Independent 
College Advancement Associates Conference, a membership organization of private 
liberal arts colleges in Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky, and other neighboring states. 

• In partnership with TFRS, the Lake Institute will host a group of Catholic Women’s 
Congregations to explore national education and training opportunities through the Hilton 
Foundation and the GHR Foundation. 

• Preliminary findings and the executive summaries of the Lake Institute External Review 
are being presented to the executive leadership to establish strategic directives for 
incremental evaluations and increased MIS (Management Information System) 
initiatives.   

• The fall teaching schedule for the Lake Institute has been solidified to include six new 
contracts, four new partners and a total of 25 additional teaching days.  

 

 



International Programs 
• We are pleased to welcome Angela Bies as our new Director of International Programs 

and Professor of Philanthropic Studies. Angela is an award-winning scholar and educator. 
We look forward to her leadership on International Programs as well as teaching in our 
academic programs. 

 
Thank you to all of our Board of Visitors members and other friends who have been supportive 
of our work and have provided leadership in our move toward becoming a School of 
Philanthropy. 
 


