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PREFACE 

The project I have undertaken consists of comparing 

adult, male African-Americans and whites who lived in Ward 

Four, Indianapolis, in 1870. The idea for this study took 

shape while I worked as an intern at Freetown Village, an 

organization that uses theater to interpret the lives of 

African-Americans in Indianapolis in 1870. Freetown's 

organizers selected 1870 because it represented a window of 

opportunity for the African-American population, before the 

onset of increased racial tensions combined with accelerated 

suburbanization that produced segregation and discrimination 

in housing and job opportunities. The research that I 

conducted yielded information that could be incorporated 

into the composite characters used by Freetown. Under the 

supervision of Dr. Philip v. Scarpino, Director of the 

Public History Program at Indiana University-Purdue 

University, Indianapolis (IUPUI), my investigation of old 

Ward Four developed to include analysis of the physical 
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environment and insights into the quality of life and living 

conditions for African-Americans. 

Old Ward Four is located on the near westside of the 

city. The physical boundaries of the ward in 1870 included 

West Washington Street on the South, the White River on the 

West, First Street on the North (present-day Tenth Street), 

and Mississippi Street on the East (present-day Senate 

Avenue). Much of this area is currently occupied by IUPUI. 

The Central Canal spanned the length of the ward one block 

west of Mississippi Street. A branch of the canal headed 

west parallel to Market Street along the southern edge of 

Military Park, looped north, and exited the ward near where 

West Washington Street crossed the White River. The tracks 

from the Indianapolis, Cincinnati and Lafayette Railroad 

followed both sections of the canal. The White River 

created the southwestern border, and a mill race that 

branched off from Fall Creek also followed the western 

border of the ward. The mill race and Central Canal 

provided water power for the manufacturing establishments 

built along their routes. City Hospital occupied the 

northwestern section of the ward, in a marshy area probably 

infested with mosquitoes, while Military Park was in the 

southeastern section along the east-west branch of Central 
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Canal. (See Map One: nold Ward Four: Indianapolis, 1870, 

I Freetown • I n ) 1 

My internship project for Freetown began with research 

on the physical environment, including the location and 

spatial relationships of the White River, Fall Creek, a mill 

race, Central Canal, Military Park, railroads, streets, 

businesses, manufacturers, schools, churches, City Hospital, 

and the location of the dwellings of African-Americans. 

This research led to the creation of a computer-generated 

map of old Ward Four.2 

Another phase of the research included in-depth 

analysis of the returns of the manuscript census for 1870 to 

determine occupations held by African-American residents of 

old Ward Four. The major product is a data base that 

contains twenty-three variables, such as occupation, age, 

1Amy Glowacki, "Research for Freetown Village, Old Ward Four, 
Indianapolis, 1870" (unpublished paper, Department of History, Indiana 
University-Purdue University at Indianapolis, 1992), 11-12. Copies of 
this report are on file at Freetown Village located in the Madame C.J. 
Walker Building, 617 Indiana Avenue, Indianapolis, IN 46202 (hereafter 
cited as Freetown Village) and the Indiana Historical Society, 315 
West Ohio Street, Indianapolis, IN 46202 (hereafter cited as IHS). 
W.R. Holloway, Indianapolis: A Historical and Statistical Sketch of 
the Railroad City (Indianapolis: Indianapolis Journal Print, 1870), 
67-69; Jacob P. Dunn, Greater Indianapolis: The History, the 
Industries, the Institutions and the People of a City of Homes, 2 vols. 
(Chicago: Lewis Publishing Co., 1910), 1:23. 

2The three maps "Freetown, 1870," "Freetown, Northern Half, 
1870," and "Freetown, Southern Half, 1870," are on file at Freetown 
Village. These maps show names and locations of manufacturing and 
commercial establishments; schools; churches; and the dwellings of 
African-Americans in relation to Central Canal, the railroads, the 
White River, and City Hospital. 
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sex, and birthplace for all 974 African-Americans living 

within the ward in 1870.3 

The final written report for my internship included 

data to be developed into a narrative by the actors of 

Freetown Village. To facilitate this task, the data are 

arranged under the following headings: Research Methods, 

Physical Description, Population, Location of Dwellings, 

Education, Streets, Social and Civic Activities, and 

Occupation. An important lesson gained from this 

undertaking is that information regarding the lives of 

ordinary African-Americans is often thin at best. 

Oftentimes conclusions must be extrapolated from information 

gathered about the larger white population of Indianapolis 

in 1870. In addition, most of the source material that 

specifically mentions blacks was created by whites, a fact 

that complicates the historian's task.4 

The research completed for Freetown Village developed 

into a topic for a research seminar with Dr. Robert Barrows 

that compared and contrasted the adult, black male 

population of Ward Four in 1860 with the adult, black male 

population in 1870. This paper focused on opportunities 

available to these men; opportunities being defined as type 

3The data base of African-Americans residing in Ward Four, 1870, 
is on file at Freetown Village and IHS. 

4Glowacki, "Research for Freetown Village." 
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of occupation held, environmental health conditions in the 

location of dwellings, and the amount of real and personal 

property held by them. As the newly freed slaves flocked 

north and settled in Indianapolis and in other midwestern 

cities, such as Chicago, Cleveland, and Detroit, the 

increased competition in the labor market served to worsen 

the already tenuous position of black males in the work 

force. Opportunities for most of these men in Indianapolis 

decreased between 1860 and 1870. 

The research completed for these two projects led 

logically to the current undertaking, a comparison of the 

adult, white male population with the adult, African

American male population living in Ward Four in 1870. Only 

after comparing the statistics for both populations can one 

measure the true situation of the African-Americans residing 

in the ward. The information gathered will reveal whether 

the dwellings of African-Americans were physically 

segregated from other residents within the ward. It will 

also provide insight into questions such as: Did African

Americans face inequalities in achieving occupations of the 

same status as whites? 

The results of this public history paper will be shared 

with interpreters from Freetown Village in the hopes of 

strengthening their understanding of the lives of the 

residents of old Ward Four, both African-American and white. 

It will provide a context for previous research regarding 
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African-Americans in old Ward Four, by presenting a 

complementary story of those living together in the ward in 

1870. 
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INTRODUCTION 

WARD FOUR, INDIANAPOLIS, 1870 

Events occurring at horne and abroad contributed to 

population movement in the United States during the later 

decades of the nineteenth century. The United States fought 

a civil war, and out of this conflict emerged a group of 

people with newfound freedom. President Abraham Lincoln's 

signing of the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 marked the 

beginning of a long journey for the ex-slaves to succeed in 

their new lives as they struggled for acceptance in the free 

world. The search for employment brought many African

Americans to the North, including Indiana and the city of 

Indianapolis. 

Revolutions in northern and western Europe in 1848 

increased European migrational flow to cities throughout the 

United States that continued into the 1870s and overlapped 

with the black in-migration from the South. Germans, Irish, 

English, and Scots comprised the majority of the immigrants 

who landed on the shores of America in the 1840s through the 

1870s. Industrialization in Europe helped to alienate the 

laboring classes, and their lack of, or limited power in, 

governmental processes that controlled their fates 

contributed to class conflicts. Crop failures, 
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overpopulation, unemployment, and limited landholdings also 

prompted others to leave home to seek their fortunes across 

the ocean in America. Some of these immigrants returned to 

their native lands, either successful or frustrated and 

disillusioned, while others stayed and prospered or 

struggled to survive in their quests to achieve the American 

dream. I 

European immigrants settling in Indiana seemed to be 

received more favorably than black migrants from the South. 

The black population in Indianapolis did not grow much 

before the Civil War. In 1860, the Indiana Colonization 

Society, which began in the 1820s for the purpose of sending 

blacks to Liberia, still existed in Indianapolis. Article 

Thirteen of the Indiana Constitution of 1851 expressed the 

sentiments of many Hoosiers by prohibiting free blacks from 

entering the state. Section One of Article Thirteen stated 

that "no negroe or mulatto shall come into or settle in the 

State, after the adoption of the Constitution." Prior to 

the Civil War, this declaration frightened blacks and 

inhibited their migration to Indiana, for blacks had no 

legal right to vote or testify in court.2 

1Thornas Philpott, The Slum and the Ghetto (New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1978), 8. 

2Frederick Kershner, HA Social and Cultural History of 
Indianapolis: 1860-1914" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Wisconsin, 
1950), 18; Emma Lou Thornbrough, The Negro in Indiana (Indianapolis: 
Indiana Historical Bureau, 1957), 66-67; James Madison, The Indiana 
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By the outbreak of the Civil war in 1861, officials in 

Indiana no longer enforced Article Thirteen, and the 

adoption of the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863 helped 

increase black migrational flow northward to Indianapolis.3 

An amendment to the state Constitution in 1866 formally 

removed Article Thirteen, but the feelings of prejudice 

persisted. Governor Oliver P. Morton, a Republican whom 

blacks revered as a protector of their cause, reflected the 

national sentiment against blacks when he supported a 

propaganda pamphlet, Emigration to the United States of 

North America. Indiana as a Home for Emigrants (1866). This 

pamphlet encouraged foreigners, needed as laborers, to 

settle in Indiana by offering them incentives including the 

rights of citizenship, suffrage, jobs, high wages, low 

taxes, and cheap schools. Yet these same benefits did not 

exist for the black population.4 

Immigrants, as well as African-American migrants from 

the South, streamed to the state to seek new jobs that 

evolved with the railroad and the growing factories. The 

population of Indiana grew from 1,350,428 in 1860 to 

1,680,637 in 1870. Indiana's foreign population increased 

Way (Indianapolis : Indiana Historical Society, 1986), 170. 

3ounn, Greater Indianapolis, 1:250-251. 

4Emma Lou Thornbrough, Indi ana in the Civil War Era 

(Indianapolis: Indiana Historical Society, 1965), 544. 
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from 118,284 in 1860 to 141,474 in 1870, with the majority 

of immigrants arriving from the German states, Ireland, 

England, and Scotland. The African-American population of 

the state more than doubled from 11,428 to 24,560 during 

this period . s 

Indianapolis began to emerge as an industrial center 

between 1860 and 1870. The Madison and Indianapolis 

Railroad arrived in 1847, and seven lines served the city by 

1855. The railroads connected Indianapolis to other cities 

and to a large rural hinterland. The economy expanded as 

new businesses emerged to produce commodities for these 

markets. Until the belt line was completed around the city 

in the early 1870s, the transfer of shipments from one line 

to another happened downtown. As the railroads and 

businesses grew, this continual traffic created congestion 

in the city and outlying areas.6 

The presence of the railroads and accompanying 

industrial and commercial growth stimulated an increase in 

population. The railroads served as the supply depot and 

transport station for troops during the Civil War. This 

Su.s. Bureau of the Census, Preliminary Report of the Eighth 
Census (Washington, D.C.: u.s. Government Printing Office, 1862), 255; 
U.S. Bureau of the Census, A Compendium of the Ninth Census 
(Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1872). 

6solloway, A Historical and Statistical Sketch, 334; Robert 
Barrows, "A Demographic Analysis of Indianapolis, 1870-1920" (Ph.D. 
dissertation, Indiana University, 1977), 24-25. 
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created constant traffic through the city with trains 

loading and unloading supplies and troops. As more young 

men left the city to go to war, demand for laborers 

increased and new job opportunities provided incentives for 

laborers to move to Indianapolis.? 

The population of Indianapolis swelled from 18,611 to 

48,244 during the 1860s. Only 498 African-Americans resided 

in Indianapolis in 1860, comprising 2.1 percent of the 

city's total population. By 1870 the African-American 

population expanded to 2,931, comprising 6.1 percent of the 

population. Figures for the foreign population of 

Indianapolis in 1860 are not available, but 10,657 foreign-

born individuals lived in Indianapolis in 1870, making up 22 

percent of the population.a 

Ward Four experienced a growth in industry and 

population facilitated by the existence of the railroads, 

Central Canal, Fall Creek, a mill race, and the White River. 

Within the ward, thirty-five manufacturing establishments 

?Holloway, A Historical and Statistical Sketch, 122. 

8Holloway, A Historical and Statistical Sketch, 122; Preliminary 
Report of the Eighth Census, 255; Compendium of the Ninth Census, 21; 
U. S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, Population Census, 
Indianapolis, Marion County, 1860 (hereafter cited as Population 
Census, 1860); U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, 
Population Census, Indianapolis, Marion County Wards 1-4, 2nd 
enumeration, 1870 (hereafter cited as Population Census, 1870). It is 
important to use the second enumeration, for the first enumeration 
contains errors . There is no table listing foreign-born residents of 
Indianapolis in 1860, so a comparison cannot be made. 
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existed by 1870, including the Hoosier woolen Company, 

Wiggins and Chandler (a tool manufacturing firm), a planing 

mill, and a paper mill. Other businesses listed in city 

directories, but not included on the manufacturing census, 

totaled ninety-three.9 These establishments provided job 

opportunities and encouragement for people to settle near 

their places of employment. 

The population of the ward almost tripled between 1860 

and 1870, growing from 1,949 to 5,222. But the ratio of 

blacks to whites remained steady, with the white population 

continuing to dominate the area. In 1860, 267 blacks 

accounted for approximately 14 percent of the total 

population in the ward in 1860, while in 1870, 974 blacks 

made up 19 percent of the ward's population. Despite this 

increase in the number of blacks in the ward, the percentage 

of the black population of Indianapolis living in Ward Four 

decreased from 53 percent in 1860 to 33 percent in 1870. 

Even with this reduced percentage, Ward Four had a 

disproportionately large black population in comparison with 

the other wards in the city. African-Americans residing in 

Ward Three comprised 13 percent of the population in the 

9u.s. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, Manufacturing 
Census Indianapolis Marion-Shelby Counties, 1870 (hereafter cited as 
Manufacturing Census, 1870); Hutchinson's Indianapolis City Directory 
1870 (Indianapolis: Sentinel, 1870). 
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ward, but in each of the remaining wards less than 6 percent 

of the population was African-Arnerican.lo 

While Ward Four was horne to a high percentage of the 

city's blacks in 1870, its percentage of foreign born 

residents was one of the lowest in Indianapolis. The 750 

foreigners residing in Ward Four comprised 14 percent of the 

population of the ward in 1870. This is a small percentage 

compared to the foreign population of the other wards in 

Indianapolis. Ward Three, with 12 percent, was the only 

ward with a smaller percentage. Most of the other wards had 

a foreign population ranging from 24 to 31 percent.ll 

By 1870, Ward Four had become an extension of the 

downtown area. Streets such as west washington Street, New 

York Street, and Michigan Street spanned downtown and 

extended across the ward. Indiana Avenue marked the 

northern boundary of the businesses and represented a major 

business district. Businesses located on Indiana Avenue 

included ten grocery stores, two meat markets, two 

1~velyn Nordseik, "Residential Location and Mobility of Blacks 
in Indianapolis, 1850-1880" (M.A. thesis, University of Maryland, 
1974), 23; Preliminary Report of the Eighth Census, 255; A Compendium 
of the Ninth Census, 21; Population Censuses, 1860 and 1870. 

11compendi um of the Ninth Census; Population Census, 1870. 
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blacksmith shops, and two saloons. There were no black-

owned commercial establishments in the district.l2 

The majority of manufacturers in the ward occupied West 

washington Street near the railroad line that extended 

westward along Market Street. The thirteen manufacturing 

establishments located along West Washington Street included 

a blacksmith shop, c. E. Geisendorf woolen Factory, Chandler 

and Taylor Machine Works, four flour mills, the Indianapolis 

Cotton Manufacturing Company, Caledonia Paper Mill, a 

planing mill, a tobacco shop, and a soda water company. In 

addition, other businesses, such as meat markets, saloons, 

grocery stores, and livery stables spanned West washington 

Street intermingled with the manufacturers. None of the 

manufacturing establishments were owned by blacks, but one 

12Glowacki, "Freetown," 11-12. The ward boundaries are taken 

from Holloway, A Historical and Statistical Sketch; see Map One, 
"'Freetown' 1870," and Preface pages v-vi for a complete description 
of ward boundaries. The names and addresses of commercial 
establishments were listed in the following city directories: Bailey's 
Indianapolis Directory 1871-72 (Indianapolis: Bailey, 1872); Hynes 
Bros., eds. CCC and IRR Business Directory 1870-71 (Cleveland: Dixon, 
1870); Edward's Annual Director in the City of Indianapolis (St. 
Louis: Charles Pub. Co., 1869); Hutchinson's 1870; Logan's 
Indianapolis City Directory 1868-69 (Indianapolis: Logan, 1869); 
Swartz and Tedrowe's Indianapolis City Directory 1872-3 (Indianapolis: 
Sentinel, 1873). Laura Bachelder, "Local Happenings and Current 
Events in Indianapolis, Indiana, 1870" (unpublished paper, Department 
of History, Indiana University-Purdue University at Indianapolis, 
1994), 31. This report is on file at Freetown Village. 
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commercial establishment, the Roberts House, a hotel was 

owned by three black men.l3 

Even though Ward Four had the largest percentage of 

African-Americans in Indianapolis in 1870, they only 

comprised 19 percent of the total population of the ward. 

This situation raises questions regarding segregation that 

can only be answered by examining information regarding the 

entire population of the ward. This study will examine the 

adult, male population of Ward Four and compare access to 

opportunity and the potential for upward mobility for African-

American males and white males. The analysis is organized 

around a number of variables, including the type of 

dwellings occupied (single or dual-family); place of birth 

(free state, slave state, or a foreign country); the ability 

to read and write; the type of occupation held by an 

individual; and the accumulation of real and personal 

estate. 

The specific focus of this investigation is black and 

white males ages eighteen through sixty-five who are 

enumerated on the manuscript census as residing in Ward Four 

in 1870.14 The information listed for each individual on the 

census provided the basis for comparison. The data 

13Glowacki, "Freetown," 12; Manufacturing Census, 1870; 
Bachelder, "Local Happenings," 31. The Roberts Bouse is located on 
Missouri Street between Ohio and Market streets. 

14population Census, 1870. 
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regarding these men were compiled into a data base that 

includes twenty-three variables for each person listed on 

the census, such as name, age, race, occupation, birthplace, 

values of personal and real estate holdings, and the ability 

to read or write. The census data also reveal whether 

people resided in dual or single-family households and the 

name of the head of household.lS 

The population upon which I based my analysis consists 

of all 279 black males between the ages of eighteen and 

sixty-five listed on the manuscript census and a random 

sample of 400 drawn from among the 1,082 adult, white males 

listed on the manuscript census in 1870. Discussion with 

members of my committee--Philip Scarpino, Robert Barrows, 

and Sheila Cooper--and consultation with sociologists 

William Gronfein and Timothy Owens, helped me determine that 

a random sample of 400 would allow me to generalize about 

the entire population of adult, white males with a high 

degree of confidence. After generating random numbers from 

a random number table, I used these numbers to select the 

appropriate males from the manuscript census. The margin of 

error based on a population of 1,082 and a sample of 400 is 

15For a complete description of information listed under each 

heading on the manuscript census, see: U.S. Department of Commerce, 
Bureau of the Census, Twenty Censuses: Population and Housing 
Questions, 1790-1980 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Government Printing 
Office, 1978). This data base is an amended version of the one 
completed for the report "Freetown Village," for it includes the 400 
white males and the 279 African-American males ages 18 through 65. 
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plus or minus 4 percent with a 95 percent level of 

confidence.16 

An occupational comparison necessitated a 

classification scheme that categorized occupations by skill 

levels. The separation of jobs into categories based on 

skill levels facilitates comparisons, for individual 

occupations are too numerous to compare directly. The 

factors used to distinguish between jobs are the level of 

education needed to perform the task, the amount of skill 

required, the attractiveness of work conditions, and the 

social prestige attached to the work. The table of 

occupational categories used in this analysis has five 

groups: professional, proprietor, skilled, semi-skilled, and 

unskilled (see Appendix A).17 The professional category 

16Herbert Arkin and Raymond Colton, Tables For Statisticians, 
2nd ed. (New York: Barnes and Noble, 1971), 37. 

17I compiled the table of occupations after consulting Theodore 
Hershberg et al., "Occupation and Ethnicity in Five Nineteenth Century 
Cities: A Collaborative Inquiry" in Historical Methods Newsletter 
(June 1974), 174-216; Stephan Thernstrom, The Other Bostonians: 
Poverty and Progress in the American Metropolis, 1880-1970 (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1973), 292-294; and Kenneth Kusmer, A Ghetto 
Takes Shape: Black Cleveland, 1870-1930 (Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press, 1977), 278-279. All these works presented good models 
for occupational rankings, but required modification to cover the time 
period of this study. 

Thernstrom's scheme provided the main framework for the 
categories. His list had five divisions--professional, proprietor, 
skilled, unskilled specified, and unskilled unspecified--that provided 
a basis to begin categorization of occupations, but needed adjustments 
in comparison to Kusmer's model. Males in Ward Four engaged in 
occupations too skilled for the unskilled category, yet not skilled 
enough to qualify for inclusion in the skilled category. This 
resulted in the addition of the semi-skilled category and the uniting 
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includes professions that required formal education, such as 

a physician, or that necessitated literacy, such as a 

teacher. Proprietary occupations include both high- and 

low-level white-collar jobs. Those who owned their own 

establishments are included, as well as clerks who provided 

services for these establishments. Dentists belong in this 

category, for during this time period they did not receive 

the training that is customary today and many were barbers. 

Among the skilled artisans were those with specific skills 

most likely learned through apprenticeships such as 

barbering, blacksmithing, and carpentry. The semi-skilled 

category, which includes white washing, and planing, 

embraces those with skills that were not as specialized as 

the skilled occupations. The unskilled labor category 

includes manual jobs that require no specialized skills to 

perform. 

This classification scheme provides a way to compare 

the occupational status of African-Americans and whites 

residing in Ward Four. Percentages of those employed in the 

occupational groups can be calculated for both races; this 

scheme facilitates a comparison that shows correlations 

between occupational opportunities available to adult males 

and may reveal patterns based on race or ethnicity. 

of the unskilled into one category. 
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The comparison attempted in the following work 

emphasizes certain quantifiable factors, but there are also 

other subjective variables that help explain access to 

opportunities. These push/pull variables are impossible to 

measure yet need to be addressed. The perceptions of 

opportunities held by migrants, both African-American and 

white, probably influenced if and where one would migrate. 

These perceptions of opportunities must be viewed in their 

historical context to avoid an anachronistic view of the 

past. Those freedmen who migrated to Indianapolis after the 

Civil War might have viewed their jobs as laborers as an 

unsurpassed opportunity, which included bonuses such as free 

(though segregated) public education for their children and 

the ability to relocate in the North away from the legacy of 

slavery and destruction of war. Another subjective factor 

is selective migration. Many who arrived from Europe were 

far from destitute. Selectivity might also have influenced 

which blacks left the South. Those with more resources 

might have been more likely to leave to seek opportunities 

elsewhere. 

Racial attitudes and racism are also factors that 

cannot be measured but certainly influenced the 

opportunities available. The white population held the 

dominant position in society as can be determined through 

the existence of segregated public schools, newspaper 

accounts that include unflattering descriptions of African-
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American gatherings, and separate baseball teams for blacks 

and whites.1a This study does not attempt to quantify the 

extent of the influence of racism and racial intolerance on 

opportunities available to blacks, but it does try to factor 

these attitudes and actions on the part of the white 

majority into the analysis of access to opportunity. 

Opportunities did exist for those who arrived in 

Indianapolis in 1870. The repeal of Article Thirteen of the 

State Constitution represented increased access to 

opportunities. The ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment 

to the u. S. Constitution in 1865, the Fourteenth in 1868, 

and the Fifteenth in 1870 opened opportunities heretofore 

denied. The Thirteenth abolished involuntary servitude, or 

slavery; the Fourteenth granted citizenship to all those 

born or naturalized in the u. S. and forbid states to pass 

laws denying citizens their inherent rights; and the 

Fifteenth granted all men the right to vote.l9 

In Indianapolis, as in many northern cities, the 

opportunities that existed began to disappear during the 

late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries with the onset 

of de facto segregation. Living within walking distance of 

18see Glowacki, "Freetown," 31-33; and Bachelder, "Local 
Happenings," 1, 12-13, 25, for accounts of segregation as revealed 
through the Indianapolis News, the Indianapolis Star, and the 
Indianapolis Times in 1870. 

19Glowacki "Freetown," 31-33. 
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work no longer proved necessary after the advent of street 

cars and automobiles. Wealthier middle- and upper-class 

whites began to leave the inner-city area, while the poor 

working class remained. Direct contact between blacks and 

whites diminished significantly. As those with more wealth 

left, inner-cities became segregated and the living 

arrangements of the walking city that included whites and 

blacks on the same blocks ceased to exist.20 Many of the 

opportunities available to blacks in the earlier decades 

evaporated and perceptions of access to opportunities 

changed as well. 

20see Lamont J. Hulse "Neighborhoods and Communities," and 
Philip v. Scarpino, "The Urban Environment: The Creation of Place Over 
Time," in Encyclopedia of Indianapolis eds. David J. Bodenhamer and 
Robert G. Barrows (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, forthcoming 
1994). 
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CHAPTER 1 

AFRICAN-AMERICANS 

African-Americans began to migrate to Indianapolis in 

increasing numbers between 1860 and 1870. During this 

decade, the total population of African-Americans living in 

Ward Four more than tripled from 267 to 974. Mainly from 

the South, these in-migrants settled in the western portion 

of Indianapolis, perhaps seeking affordable housing and 

jobs. By 1870, African-American residents comprised 19 

percent of the ward's population, the largest percentage of 

any of the 9 wards in the city.21 The question remains as to 

why they chose to settle in this area. Employment 

opportunities might have abounded and beckoned African

Americans to settle there, or it might have been the most 

affordable area, deemed unfit for habitation by those put

off by its unpleasantries, such as marshy lands and the 

stagnant canal. 

Occupational information regarding the African-American 

males ages 18 through 65 residing in ward Four is sparse, 

but useful information can be gathered from the manuscript 

census of population for 1870. Although most of the men 

21population Census, 1870; Compendium of the Ninth Census . 
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listed some type of employment, few African-Americans could 

be identified specifically as working in the manufacturing 

and commercial establishments located within the ward.22 

When compared to the number of unskilled workers, the 

number of African-Americans holding skilled positions was 

small. (See Graph One, ~~occupations, African-Americans, 

1870, 11 to view the distribution of occupational skill levels 

among African-Americans.) In 1870, there were 3.5 unskilled 

laborers for every skilled laborer in ward Four. As the 

economy improved and the number of blacks in Indianapolis 

increased between 1860 and 1870, more blacks squeezed into 

unskilled occupations, but a few managed to enter the ranks 

of the professional, proprietary, and skilled artisans.23 

(See Appendix B for the percentages of African-Americans 

employed in each occupational category.) 

In 1870, the majority (72 percent) of the male African-

Americans in Ward Four clustered in unskilled occupations. 

Tracking the types of occupations held by these men is 

difficult, as 58 percent of the unskilled listed their 

occupation as laborer. Without further elaboration in the 

census returns, it is impossible to discern where these men 

22population Census, 1870. See Introduction, footnote 17, for a 
discussion of the creation of an occupational scheme with five skill 
levels: professional, proprietor, skilled, semi-skilled, and 
unskilled. See Appendix A for the occupational scheme. 

23population Census, 1870. 
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worked and what tasks they performed. There is, however, 

room for speculation. They might have worked for the 

railroad or factories in some capacity. Perhaps they loaded 

and unloaded wagons that brought raw materials to the 

factories and took finished products away to markets, or 

they could have stoked the fires for those factories that 

utilized steam. Some men might have worked for the railroad 

loading and unloading freight on the cars or repairing and 

clearing debris from the tracks. It cannot be determined at 

this time whether these men held steady, full-time jobs or 

worked seasonally as employment opportunities arose. 

Just over 1 percent of black males in Ward Four can be 

positively identified as working in any of the 35 factories 

located there, even though 6 of those factories employed 

over 20 men in 1870. According to the Population Census, 

seven African-American men worked in occupations with labels 

linking them directly to manufacturing; three as stationary 

engineers, one in a planing mill, one in a stave factory, 

one in a hairpiece factory, and one in a woolen factory. 

Despite the proximity of the railroads, only four black 

porters could be identified as employees of the railroad.24 

Just over 2 percent of the black males worked as 

professionals: four clergymen, one physician, and one 

teacher. Even fewer engaged in proprietary occupations; the 

24population Census, 1870. 
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one landlord and the one real estate speculator comprised 

less than 1 percent of the population.25 

Graph One. Occupations, African-Americans, 1870. 
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Skilled artisans totaled just over 20 percent of the 

black males; close to 9 percent were barbers, 4.7 percent 

were carpenters, and 1.1 percent were blacksmiths. These 

occupations required higher levels of skill and training 

than the ordinary laborer and provided necessary services to 

both black and white communities. Young men learned these 

2Spapulation Census, 1870. 
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trades through years of apprenticeship with a master 

craftsman and acquired the skills by observation and gradual 

participation until finally mastering the art. Most of the 

skilled artisans were born in slave states, and it is likely 

that they learned their trades while in bondage. Of the 

forty men engaged in barbering, blacksmithing, and carpentry 

more than half of the twenty-four barbers, and all but one 

of the carpenters and blacksmiths were born in slave states. 

Only four skilled workers listed Indiana as their place of 

birth, five were born in Ohio, and one in Santo Domingo. 26 

(See Appendix c for the percentages of those employed in 

each occupation who were born in slave and free states.) 

Due in large part to an influx of migrants from the 

South, the number and percentage of unskilled, black 

laborers in the ward increased between 1860 and 1870. Over 

90 percent of the laborers in the unskilled category had 

been born outside of Indiana, predominantly in slave states. 

Most likely they migrated north after receiving freedom or 

escaping slavery during the chaos of war. Out of 161 black 

male laborers listed on the Population Census 1870, 146 were 

born in slave states, 108 in Kentucky alone. The 

occupations these men held prior to moving north are not 

known, but in all likelihood they had been slaves. Others 

26population Census, 1870. 
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might have possessed skills, but had not yet found 

employment in their field of expertise.27 

Between 1860 and 1870, the total population of the ward 

grew from 1,949 to 5,222, this increase in the number of 

people created a need for housing . New arrivals, both 

African- American and white, often shared homes with 

relatives or friends until they could establish themselves. 

Most families lived in single-family dwellings, while others 

lived in dual-family dwellings . Among the African-

Americans, few owned property and the majority rented the 

homes they occupied. Many had members of their extended 

families or boarders residing with them.2a 

Out of the 140 housing units headed by African-American 

males 58 (41 percent) owned their homes outright, while the 

other 82 (59 percent) rented. Although the majority of 

blacks rented, they nonetheless followed the housing pattern 

of predominantly single-family dwellings common in 

Indianapolis. Thus, they conformed to the image portrayed 

in promotional literature of the period that called 

Indianapolis a "city of homes." In 1870, 181 black families 

lived in Ward Four, and of these families, 142 lived in 

27population Census, 1870. In 1860, 38 percent o f the black 
males engaged in unskilled occupations, the percentage rose to 72 
percent in 1870. 

28population Census, 1870. 

23 



single-family dwellings with 104 of these families being 

headed by males. The remaining 39 families lived in dual

family dwellings, with 36 of them headed by males. The 

percentage of blacks living in single-family dwellings in 

Ward Four (75 percent) is high compared to the total for the 

rest of the city. In 1870, only 45.5 percent of the total 

black population of Indianapolis lived in single-family 

dwellings, a fact that may represent enhanced access to 

opportunity for those living in ward Four. Other black male 

residents enumerated in the 1870 census include 17 living in 

the Union Hotel, 7 residing with and working as domestics 

for white families, and 2 listed as residing in City 

Hospital.29 

While the homes of African-Americans were predominantly 

single-family dwellings headed by males, they did not always 

contain a nuclear family. Almost 37 percent of adult males 

had a last name that was different from the person listed as 

the head of the household. During this period it was common 

for boarders to live with families and this was typical for 

both black and white families. Heads of households expected 

to accept paternalistic responsibility for all those who 

29Robert G. Barrows, "'Hurryin' Hoosiers and the American 
'Pattern': Geographic Mobility in Indianapolis and Urban North 
America," Social Science History S(Spring 1981), 206; Twenty Censuses, 
18. Single-family dwellings included one or more persons living in a 
dwelling house and provided for in common. Nordseik, "Residential 
Location and Mobility," 63; Population Census, 1870. The information 
cited concerning the residents of the Union Hotel, City Hospital, and 
domestic servants is confirmed in the population census. 
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lived under their roofs. These arrangements suggest an 

economic network that allowed individuals to pool their 

resources. In all likelihood, most of these men were 

laborers or apprentices learning a trade. Some skilled 

artisans, especially barbers, also lived in the households 

of others, as did young, recently married couples.Jo 

Another important factor related to dwellings is their 

location within the ward. Life in ward Four involved many 

health risks. Public sanitation systems did not operate 

yet, and gutters in the streets served as open sewers. 

Newspaper accounts tell of the "astonishing" amount of 

"filth" being carried away in the gutters. The "filth" 

probably consisted of horse manure, dead animals, and 

household garbage. One report told of a runaway horse 

attached to a carriage that fell in a gutter and "splashed 

the filthy contents of the ditch on several passers by." 

These gutters did not provide adequate drainage for streets, 

so during rainstorms ponds formed and created dampness in 

homes that contributed to unhealthful conditions. Marshy 

lands that bred diseases also plagued the residents. 

Diseases such as Asiatic cholera, dysentery, smallpox, 

30population Census, 1870. Newly married couples are easily 

identified. The census has a column that indicates when a couple has 
been married within the year. 
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scarlatina, and consumption infected the citizens of 

Indianapolis. 31 

The railroads, the Central canal, the White River, and 

the mill race provided the means for industry to thrive, but 

as the businesses grew, so too did pollution. The presence 

of thirty-five manufacturing establishments led to 

unsanitary conditions due to the constant dumping of factory 

wastes into the water that flowed by the plants. 

Manufacturers also filled the air with by-products of the 

burning coal that powered their machines.32 

The homes of black residents were not completely 

segregated from those of whites, but three distinct clusters 

of black dwellings did exist within the ward. One was 

located in the northwest section adjacent to City Hospital; 

another was situated along the north-south branch of Central 

Canal; and the third cluster was in the center of the ward 

near Douglass and Blake Streets (see Map One, "'Freetown' 

1870") .33 

31Thornbrough, Indiana in the Civil War Era, 582; Kershner, "A 
Social and Cultural History," 6, 34. See also, Indianapolis Daily 
Sentinel, 11 Jan., 1870, p. 4, c. 1; 12 April 1870, p. 4, c. 1; 9 July 
1870, p. 4, c. 1; and 11 Oct. 1870, p. 4, c. 1. 

32Manufacturing Census, 1870. This census return lists factory 

name, products produced, and the type of power utilized in production. 

33This paragraph and the next three paragraphs refer to the 

dwellings plotted on Map One, "'Freetown' 1870." 

26 



The homes clustered in the northwest corner were the 

farthest removed from the daily business activities. (See 

Map Two, "Section Map," section 1 for the boundaries of this 

area.) Although there were 71 dwellings occupied by African

Americans in this area, only 28 were occupied by the owner. 

The average value of real estate was $1,045.45, which was on 

the low end for the ward. Those who lived in this section 

worked predominantly as unskilled laborers. The lower value 

of the homes, and the fact that they were primarily the 

residences of laborers, may provide clues to the 

desirability of the area. The fact that City Hospital was 

located in this vicinity attests to the perception of 

undesirability. Officials placed City Hospital in a 

location removed from private homes to protect people from 

sickness and infection.34 

By way of contrast, the wealthiest property owners 

lived in a cluster of 47 households occupied by blacks near 

the north-south branch of the canal (see Map Two, "Section 

Map," section 2). There were nine African-American men who 

34Arnended Charter and Revised Ordinances of the City of 
Indianapolis (Indianapolis: Ellis Barnes, City Printer, 1864), 86. 
Real estate values are compiled from the Population Census, 1870; real 
estate value includes the full market value of the property as per 
Twenty Censuses, 18. Addresses are compiled from the following city 
directories: Logan's, 1868-69, Edward's, 1869, Hutchinson's, 1870, 
Bailey's, 1871, Swartz and Tedrowe's, 1872-3. The locations of the 
properties owned by African-Americans is not a complete list, for not 
all could be located in city directories. It is noteworthy that of 
all the African-Americans who owned property within the ward, 89 
percent of them had been born in slave states. 
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can be identified as owning property in this section, and 

the average value of their real estate possessions was 

$2,460. Among the people who owned this property were 

skilled artisans, unskilled factory employees, and 

professionals, including a teacher and a physician.3s 

The third neighborhood of dwellings occupied by African

Americans was located in the center of the ward near 

Douglass and Blake Streets. (See Map Two, 11Section Map," 

section 3). This cluster of 22 homes had 16 African

American property owners whose real estate was worth an 

average of $1,456.25. Blacks who lived there worked in 

skilled, unskilled, and professional occupations. Although 

this area would seem to have been the ideal location with 

regard to noise, pollution, and smells, the values of real 

estate were lower than those in the immediate vicinity of 

the factories. This suggests the importance of living near 

the place of employment for those in a walking city before 

the arrival of accessible transportation. Those residing in 

the cluster of homes along the north-south branch of the 

canal must have experienced many unpleasant and unhealthful 

situations due to the presence of the canal, railroad, and 

manufacturing establishments, but they lived here for 

economic reasons. During this pre-germ theory period, 

people lived near the factories amidst these seemingly 

35Real estate values are compiled from the Population Census, 
1870. 
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adverse conditions because opportunities existed there. 

These opportunities were reflected in the high real estate 

values found near industrialized areas despite the seemingly 

unpleasant conditions.36 

No public garbage collection existed at this time so 

people disposed of their garbage in the most convenient 

manner. For some residents that meant tossing the refuse, 

including dead animals, into the canal or the White River. 

The disposal of dead animals in the canal evidently caused 

problems for the residents, for in 1871, the City Council 

passed an ordinance that outlawed the disposal of dead or 

slaughtered animals in the canal between April 1 and 

November 1. The presence of the decomposing animals must 

have polluted the canal, and as the Sentinel reported, it 

"stinks with great success in warm weather. "37 Even though 

people did not drink water from the canal, they did bathe, 

swim, and perform baptisms in the water. Drinking water 

came from wells, but the wells existed near the gutters 

36clyde Bolden, "Indiana Avenue: Black Entertairunent Boulevard" 
(M.A. thesis, University of Cincinnati, 1983), 16. In this work 
Bolden discusses Indiana Avenue as the prime location for every day 
business. 

37Glowacki, "Freetown," 17; Charter and General Ordinances of 
the City of Indianapolis (Indianapolis: Sentinel Steam, 1875), Nov. 
1871, 446; Sentinel, 11 July 1870, p. 4, c. 1. It is noteworthy that 
the ordinance did not outlaw the dumping of carcasses between November 
2 and March 31. 
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along the streets and alleys.3B At this time, residents of 

the ward still used outhouses and chamber pots. These 

wastes combined with the filthy run-off from the gutters 

probably seeped into the ground water and most likely 

contaminated shallow wells where people obtained drinking 

water. 

The presence of trains not only created opportunities 

but also caused danger and noise for residents. No belt-

line existed around Indianapolis in 1870, so every change of 

cargo from one line to another occurred in the city. This 

led to heavy railroad traffic. The constant clanging of 

cars as they hitched and unhitched and the sound of the 

steam whistles blowing must have been annoying, as an 

ordinance prohibiting the blowing of whistles within the 

city limits began in 1871.39 

Extremes of wealth and poverty existed among the black 

population of Ward Four in 1870. According to the 

manuscript census, there were fifty-three African-American 

males who owned real estate in Ward Four in 1870. They 

represented 19 percent of the total population of black 

males. The average value of real estate owned by these men 

38Kershner, uA Social and Cultural History," 35; Franz 
Zehringer Diary, 1871, pp. 30, 125, Reference Number S2877, Indiana 
State Library Manuscripts Collection, 140 North Senate Avenue, 
Indianapolis, IN 46204. This is a diary of a young German carpenter 
who notes his observations of life in Indianapolis. 

39charter and General Ordinances, Sept. 1871, 334. 
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was $1,736.29. A few men prospered, but the majority fell 

to the bottom of the economic heap, for 81 percent of the 

men owned no real estate (see Table one).40 

Table One. Occupational Categories and Real Estate. 

A. Percentage of the 53 Blacks OWning Real Estate in Ward 
Four 

B. Percentage of Blacks In Occupational Category owning Real 
Estate 

C. Average Value of Real Estate In Dollars 
D. Number 

A B c D 

Professionals 9 83 2,740 5 

Proprietors 3 so 100,000* 1 

Skilled Artisans 22 21 2,992 12 

Semi-Skilled 11 60 700 6 

Unskilled 55 14 1,258 29 

*Charles Lucas, the one proprietor who owned real estate reported 
$100,000, an amount so large that it distorts the average when 
compared to other occupational categories. 
Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, manuscript census, Population Census, 1870. 

While a majority of the men who owned real estate 

worked as unskilled laborers, only a small percentage of the 

unskilled owned real estate. The average value of their 

holdings was much lower than that of professionals, 

proprietors, and skilled workers. (See Graph Two "Real & 

40population Census, 1870. The average real estate is 
calculated without the $100,000 owned by the proprietor Charles Lucas. 
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Personal Estate Values, African-Americans," for a breakdown 

of values according to occupational category.) Most of the 

professionals and proprietors owned real estate, but these 

men comprised less than 3 percent of the African-American 

population so their percentage seems small in comparison 

with the total population. Men working as professionals and 

proprietors had a greater chance of owning real estate 

valued at higher amounts than those who worked in unskilled 

professions.41 (Table One illustrates these points.) 

The highest real estate value, $100,000, belonged to 

Charles Lucas, a real estate speculator who lived in the 

Union Hotel. Lucas's name did not appear in city 

directories, so the year he arrived in Indianapolis is 

unknown.42 Born in Ohio, Lucas did not arrive in 

Indianapolis until after 1860, as he is not listed on the 

census for that year, nor is he listed as the head of a 

household in 1870. Perhaps Lucas made his fortune during a 

real estate boom in 1863. An article in the Indianapolis 

41population Census, 1870. 

42The only information gathered about Charles Lucas carne from 

the manuscript census return and an article in the Indianapolis Daily 
Sentinel, 18 May 1870. The census return listed the values of his 
real and personal holdings and his occupation. The article describes 
a recent real estate deal he made with two other African-Americans to 
purchase the Roberts Bouse, a hotel located on Missouri Street. 
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Sentinel names Lucas as one of three African-American men 

who started a black hotel company . 43 

Graph Two. Real & Personal Estate values, African-Americans 
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43Kershner, "A Social and Cultural History," 53, 58-9, 165; 
Population Census, 1870; Ronald Vern Jackson, Indiana 1860 Indianapolis
Marion County (North Salt Lake: Accelerated Indexing System 
International Inc.); Sentinel, 18 May, 1870, p. 4, c. 1 as cited in 
Bachelder, "Local Happenings," 31. 
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Following Lucas, the property with the next highest 

value was owned by Simon Goens, a cook from Kentucky. 

Reportedly worth $10,000, Goen's property was located along 

the north-south section of Central canal at 247 West Ohio 

Street. The lowest real estate value (other than zero) 

listed for black males was $300, and two men owned property 

valued at this amount: William Walden, a 29 year old 

whitewasher from North Carolina who lived in the central 

portion of the ward at 223 North West Street, and William 

Malone, a 24 year old teamster from Virginia.44 

As was the case with ownership of real estate, the 

personal wealth of the 279 African-American men living in 

Ward Four was also limited and unevenly distributed. Only 

20 percent of these men reported personal estates valued at 

$100 or more, and just 12 percent enjoyed both personal 

wealth and owned real estate.4S Those who owned personal 

estates reported a large range in their values (see Table 

Two). The highest value listed was $10,000, with the next 

highest being $8,000. Most of the personal estates were 

44population Census, 1870; Hutchinson's, 1870; Bailey's, 1871. 
No address could be located for the property belonging to William 
Malone. 

45Twenty Censuses, 18; personal estate values, as listed on the 
Population Census, 1870, include all bonds, stocks, mortgages, notes, 
livestock, jewels, and furniture owned by the individual. Estates of 
$100 or more are recorded. It is difficult to find other sources that 
illustrate the financial state of African-Americans. For example, 
only one probate estate inventory record could be found. 
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valued at $500 or less, with the average being $605.62. 

Once again the majority of those who owned personal estates 

worked in unskilled jobs, but the unskilled also comprised 

the majority of the population. If the percentages are 

divided into occupational categories, it is obvious that 

those who worked in white-collar and skilled professions 

possessed personal estates valued at more than those owned 

by unskilled laborers. Most noteworthy is the fact that 

professionals had the highest percentage of individuals 

owning personal estates. The percentages of those in each 

occupational category who owned personal estates, however, 

were much closer than the percentages regarding real 

estate.46 (Table Two illustrates these observations more 

clearly.) 

Those born into slavery seem to have found 

opportunities to acquire wealth in the North, as 89 percent 

of the men who owned personal estates had been born in the 

South. Of the 232 men born in the South, 55 reported 

personal estates of $100 or more in 1870. Examination of 

the 27 men who reported personal estates valued at $100 (the 

lowest recorded amount) reveals that 23 had been born in 

slave states and 19 were engaged in unskilled labor. The 

four ministers, all born in slave states, who resided in 

46population Census, 1870. The average personal estate value 

calculated without the $10,000 owned by Lucas equals 431.65, an amount 
more reflective of the values of properties owned by individuals. 
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Ward Four prospered. Willis Revels owned real estate valued 

at $6,000 and a personal estate worth $500. Moses Broyles 

and William Trevans each possessed real estate valued at 

$1,200, and personal estates worth $200 and $300, 

respectively. (These values may include church property.) 

Simon Goens, a cook born in Kentucky, could neither read nor 

write but had a personal estate worth $10,000.47 

Table Two. Occupational Categories and Personal Estate. 

A. Percentage of Blacks Owning Personal Estates in Ward Four 
B. Percentage of Blacks In Occupational Category Owning 

Personal Estates 
C. Average Value of the Personal Estates In Dollars 
D. Number 

A B c D 

Professionals 7 67 325 4 

Proprietors 3 50 10,000 1 

Skilled Artisans 25 25 320 14 

Semi-Skilled 5 30 3,566 3 

Unskilled 60 16 207 33 

Source: u.s. Bureau of the Census, manuscript census, Po2ulation Cens us, 1870. 

47population Census, 1870; Probate Estate Inventory Record Book 
3 March 1879-Jan. 1881, 57, City Archives, City/County Building, 200 
East Washington Street, Indianapolis, IN 46204. The probate 
inventory record for Revels indicates that at the time of his death in 
April 1879 he possessed only $58 worth of goods. No other wills or 
probate records could be located for African-American males in Ward 
Four through Charles Fairchilds, Index to Wills, Phase II, 1850-1880 
(Indianapolis: Heritage House, 1987) as cross-referenced with death 
dates in Indianapolis Marion County Indiana Mortality Record, Sept. 1 
1872-31 Dec. 1881; Index to Death Record Marion County 1882-1901; and 
Index to Death Record Marion County 1902-1920. 
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Illiteracy limited occupational opportunities, and 

African-Americans had a disadvantage in access to education. 

The absence of formal education was common for blacks from 

both free and slave states. Of the 232 black males in ward 

Four born in slave states, only 10 percent could read and 

write. Although 8 of the men born in slave states had moved 

to Indianapolis before 1860, 4 of them still could not read 

or write in 1870. The majority of these illiterate men 

labored in unskilled occupations, while a few worked in 

skilled positions, mainly as carpenters and barbers. 

Illiterate African-Americans did not work in white-collar 

jobs as professionals and proprietors. As Graph Three 

illustrates, illiteracy was most pronounced among men 

employed in unskilled occupations. In 1870, only 32 percent 

of the unskilled laborers could read and only 23 percent 

could read and write.4B 

In 1870, 87 percent or 27 of the 31 African-American 

males who were born in Indiana could read and 72 percent of 

these men could also write.49 The high literacy level among 

48population Censuses, 1860 and 1870. The figures for 1870 are 

more descriptive than those in 1860, for the 1860 census had a single 
column for males age twenty and over who could not read and write. 
The 1870 census included separate columns for "cannot read" and 
"cannot write" since many men could read but not write. 

49population Census, 1870; Compendium of the Ninth Census, 394; 

It is difficult to compare these figures to the rest of Marion County 
during this period because the county population is broken down into 
age groups of fifteen to twenty-one years and twenty-one and over. 
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blacks born in Indiana testifies to a comparatively greater 

access to education in the North and to their willingness to 

overcome obstacles in the way of obtaining an education. 

Graph Three. Illiteracy Rates By Occupational Categories, 
African-Americans 
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, manuscript census, Population Census, 1870. 

African-Americans residing in Indianapolis did not receive 

education in public schools until 1869, even though the free 

public school system began in Indiana in 1852. Banned from 

attending public schools, black children received their 

education elsewhere. To offset the lack of formal education 

available, the Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church 
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began the Educational Society in 1859 to raise money to fund 

schools for black children. Its efforts seem to have worked 

in regard to literacy rates in Indianapolis by stemming the 

tide of illiteracy until the passage of the 1869 act that 

allowed 187 black children to attend a segregated public 

school in Ward Four in 187o.so 

Of the 58 black males ages 18 through 65 living in ward 

Four in 1860, only 8 could be identified as remaining there 

in 1870. This reveals a persistence rate of 14 percent. 

Tracking the eight persisters through city directories 

revealed that 2 remained in the residences along Central 

Canal that they occupied in 1860; 4 moved within the ward; 

and 2 could not be traced.Sl They all continued to work in 

the same type of jobs or at a similar occupational skill 

level. All of the persisters but one, George Winslow, a 

laborer, improved their economic status during the decade. 

The increases in wealth might have been influenced by the 

growth of the population in the ward. These men probably 

SDEarline Ferguson, "In Pursuit of the Full Enjoyment of Liberty 
and Happiness: Blacks in Antebellum Indianapolis, 1820-1860," Black 
History News & Notes, Number 32 (May 1988), 6; Kershner, "A Social 
and Cultural History," 24; Thornbrough, The Negro in Indiana, 66-67; 
Compendium of the Ninth Census, 394, 408, 428, 440, 442. Beginning in 
1865, Governor Oliver P. Morton helped initiate what in 1869 became 
the act requiring public schools for blacks. 

51To check for persisters, the names of those listed on the 1870 
manuscript census were traced through the index by Jackson, Indiana 
1860 Indianapolis-Marion County. Persisters were then traced through 
city directories to check locations. 
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provided services, such as aid in constructing houses, to 

newly arrived African-American residents.s2 

It is difficult to trace those who arrived in 

Indianapolis between census years, as listings in city 

directories were often sporadic and represent a less-than 

exhaustive list of those residing in the city. The 

possibility exists that Ward Four served as a temporary 

location for men who arrived in the North. Perhaps they 

worked there, earned some money, and moved on to seek other 

opportunities. It is impossible to determine why these men 

left based on the information gathered; perhaps a further 

analysis of those living within the ward in 1870 and 1880 

may prove more insightful as to who stayed and who moved 

elsewhere seeking other opportunities. 

Attempts to trace non-persisters through city 

directories revealed that four men moved out of the ward but 

remained in Indianapolis, and six men lived in Ward Four 

after 1860 but disappeared from the directories without a 

trace before 1870.53 The remaining men listed on the census 

52population Censuses, 1860 and 1870. 

53Bailey's 1871-2; Buell and Williams Indianapolis City 
Directory (Indianapolis: Buell and Williams, 1864); Dodd and Company's 
Indianapolis City Directory (Indianapolis: Dodd and Co., 1863); 
Edward's Annual Directory in the City of Indianapolis (St. Louis: 
Charles Publishing Co., 1865, 1866, 1869); Hutchinson's 1870, 
Indianapolis Directory and Business Mirror, 1861 (Indianapolis: Bowen, 
Stewart and Co., 1861); Logan ' s, 1868-69. 
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of 1860 could not be traced through Indianapolis 

directories. 

The African-Americans living in ward Four in 1870 

reflect a broad range of occupational skill levels, wealth, 

and literacy. Employment opportunities did exist for these 

men. However, the majority of those who arrived within the 

decade had no money, could neither read nor write, and 

worked in unskilled occupations in the attempt to support 

their families. The success of Charles Lucas as a real 

estate speculator represents the proof that African

Americans did have some opportunities to achieve wealth and 

succeed in the white business world.54 

Presumably, most of the men who lived in the ward were 

freedmen who migrated north after the Civil war to escape 

the destruction in the South. A few of these men could read 

and held professional positions within society, and some 

found employment as skilled artisans, probably utilizing 

skills they learned as slaves. But, most worked as 

unskilled laborers. Those born into slavery found ways to 

survive in the free world. Even those who worked in 

unskilled occupations had opportunities to own property and 

accumulate personal wealth. Even so, a wide disparity in 

wealth distribution existed among blacks. Only a few 

individuals possessed large sums of money, in comparison to 

54population Census, 1870. 
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the smaller sums held by others and the majority who claimed 

no reportable wealth. 

Place of birth and literacy appear to have been factors 

in determining the type of occupation held by an individual. 

Illiteracy limited occupational choices, which in turn 

limited the acquisition of wealth. The literacy rates of 

African-Americans born in free states were higher than the 

literacy rates of those born in slave states. Illiterate 

people living in Ward Four worked predominantly in unskilled 

occupations, while a few held skilled positions as barbers 

and carpenters. 

Racial segregation and prejudice seem comparatively 

mild during this time period, but the impact cannot be 

determined until after an examination of the opportunities 

available to the larger white population has been completed. 

There seems to have been a window of opportunity where 

African-Americans could compete in the job and housing 

markets before the increase in racial tensions that would 

produce greater segregation and discrimination. Many African

Americans worked in unskilled positions, but they still had 

access to property ownership and occupations of higher skill 

levels. Illiteracy, fostered by society, might have been 

the most detrimental feature of slavery, for in the job 

market those unable to read lagged behind those who could. 

Illiterate freedmen who traveled north with skills found 
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jobs in the industrial cities, while those without 

specialized skills glutted the market working as laborers. 
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CHAPTER 2 

WHITES 

The decade from 1860 to 1870 represented a time of 

great change. A substantial number of African-Americans 

leaving the South in search of opportunity settled in Ward 

Four. At the same time, the white population of the ward 

also increased, growing from 1,682 to 4,248. Ward Four had 

a large native-born population; 86 percent of the total 

population had been born in the United States.ss White males 

perhaps moved to the ward due to the availability of work 

and affordable housing, while some owned and operated 

businesses there as well. 

According to the census, 1,082 white males ages 18 

through 65 resided in Ward Four in 1870. These men 

comprised 20 percent of the ward's total population of 5,222 

and represented several different states, both free and 

slave, as well as 8 foreign countries. A majority, 59 

percent, had been born in free states (21 percent from 

Indiana). Only 12 percent were born in slave states, and 29 

percent immigrated from foreign countries (see Appendix E). 

Most of the immigrants came from Germany, 48 percent; 

SSprelirninary Report of the Eighth Census; Compendium of the 
Ninth Census. 
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Ireland, 32 percent; and England, scotland and Wales, 16 

percent. This analysis of access to opportunity of white 

males is based on a random sample of 400 drawn from the 

total population of 1,082 white males in the ward.S6 

The random sample reveals that white males worked in 

occupations at several different skill levels. Many of 

these men owned their own businesses, while others provided 

the labor to operate them. The occupations that the men 

engaged in cover a wide range, with few clustered in the 

same jobs (see Appendix D).S7 Graph Four illustrates the 

distribution of those employed in each occupational 

category. The largest group, 33 percent, worked in skilled 

professions. Several different jobs are included within 

this category. (See Appendices A and D.) The largest 

percentage of skilled artisans, 6.25 percent, worked as 

carpenters followed by painting at 4 percent, and coopers at 

2.5 percent. The rest of the occupations in the skilled 

category each claimed less than 2 percent.sa 

56see Introduction page 12 for a discussion regarding the 

generation of the random sample. 

57rnformation regarding occupations is gathered from Population 
Census, 1870. See Introduction for a discussion on occupational 
comparison. See Appendix A for a table of occupations by category. 

58population Census, 1870. 
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Graph Four. Occupations, Whites, 1870 
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the census, manuscript census, Population Census, 1870. 

Over 30 percent of the sample of 400 whites engaged in 

unskilled occupations in 1870. Most of these men, 21.75 

percent, reported their occupation as laborer. Despite the 

presence of 35 manufacturing establishments, such as 

Emerson, Beam and Thompson Planing Mill that employed 30 

men; Indianapolis Chair Factory that employed 40 men; and 

Caledonia Paper Mill that employed 20 men, few of the white 

males living in ward Four are listed specifically as working 

in these places in 1870. Less than 3 percent of the 

unskilled males worked in factories, which leaves room for 

speculation as to actual work performed. The same questions 
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regarding the type of work performed by skilled workers also 

emerge. Perhaps the stationary engineers operated machines 

in the factories, and the machinist might have worked in the 

edge tool manufacturing business, but it cannot be 

determined from the information listed on the census return. 

In addition, few unskilled laborers are listed as working 

for the railroad despite its proximity. According to the 

census only 7 men, or 1 percent of the sample, worked for 

the railroad in any capacity. Some of the laborers might 

have worked for the railroad loading and unloading freight 

or repairing tracks.s9 

White men controlled the proprietary businesses. Over 

23 percent of the occupations of the sample population are 

of a proprietary nature. Just over 5 percent owned grocery 

stores, a common business that dotted the streets of the 

ward. Others operated saloons, livery stables, dry goods 

stores, and tobacco shops to satisfy the needs of the 

residents. There are six proprietors in the random sample 

who operated manufacturing establishments within the ward.60 

Christian Busch and J. Teneyck both produced shoes and 

employed one and two men, respectively, in their operations. 

59Manufacturing Census, 1870. 

60 See Introduction for a description of proprietors and other 
occupational categories. In the proprietary category it is possible 
to have proprietors who do not operate businesses because jobs in the 
proprietary category include white-collar jobs such as clerks in which 
the individuals do not operate their own businesses. 
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Casper Maus employed five men at his brewery. Frank Wright 

employed sixteen men as skilled coopers, while James Skillen 

employed seven men at his flour mill . 61 

Very few of the men engaged in professional 

occupations, which constitute only 6.5 percent of the 

sample. The 15 merchants who dealt in wool or dry goods 

comprise just over 3 percent of the sample population, while 

the 4 lawyers equal 1 percent. The remaining professionals 

in the sample consist of one teacher, two physicians, two 

ministers, and two engineers.62 

Graph Five illustrates that both immigrants and the 

native-born worked in all occupational skill levels. Even 

though many men carne from foreign countries, they still had 

access to opportunities but the immigrants dominated the 

unskilled category. In 1870, approximately 29 percent of 

the sample population had been born outside the United 

States (see Appendix E). Opportunities existed in America 

that allowed these men to work in occupations that required 

higher skill levels, which in turn afforded them access to 

wealth. The percentage of native-born males engaged in 

white-collar occupations exceeded the percentage of 

61Manufacturing Census, 1870. 

62population Census, 1870. 
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immigrants, but the immigrants had a sizeable representation 

in the professional and proprietary jobs.63 

Graph Five. Occupational Comparison of Immigrants and 
Native-Born White Males 
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White families followed the trend that existed 

throughout Indianapolis; they lived in predominantly single-

family dwellings. Single-family dwellings included one or 

more persons living in a dwelling house and provided for in 

63The foreign-born population of the random sample used in this 
study of white males ages eighteen through sixty-five is high with 29 
percent, as compared to the 18 percent of the total population of all 
white people born in foreign countries who resided in Ward Four in 
1870. 
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common. In 1870, 92 percent of the white population in Ward 

Four lived in single-family dwellings. Of the 365 males who 

were listed as heads of the household 114 (31 percent) owned 

their property, while 251 (69 percent) rented.64 

The 8 percent of the white population living in dual

family dwellings seemed to follow a pattern. Of those born 

in foreign countries, 60 percent engaged in unskilled jobs. 

These men were not listed on the census returns for 1860, 

and most likely arrived in the United States within the 

decade and lived with friends or relatives until they could 

afford a horne of their own. The men born in the United 

States who lived in dual-family dwellings predominantly 

engaged in skilled occupations. Perhaps they could not 

afford their own homes or needed to save money to open their 

own shops. This living pattern that included the boarding 

of non-family members was common in the late nineteenth 

century and was practiced by both whites and blacks.6s 

While homes were predominantly single-family dwellings 

headed by males, they did not always contain a nuclear 

family. Census data reveal that 22 percent of the single-

family dwellings housed people with different surnames. 

Research did not reveal whether these people were related or 

64Twenty Censuses, 18; Nordseik, "Residential Location and 
Mobility," 63; Population Census, 1870. This percentage represents 
those who owned their own homes and those who rented. 

65population Census, 1870. 
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not. The majority of those living in families with 

different surnames were unskilled laborers born in the 

United States, but they owned no personal or real estate. 

Those who arrived in the United States within the decade 

comprised 33 percent of those who lived in homes where at 

least one resident had a different surname than the head of 

the household. These men might have been living with 

friends or relatives until they could save enough money to 

purchase their own homes. The skilled artisans, such as 

carpenters and butchers, might have been apprentices 

learning a trade. 66 

Another factor to examine in regard to dwellings is the 

location within the ward.67 Homes occupied by whites existed 

throughout the ward, with the majority grouped into three 

distinct clusters: Two were located adjacent to business 

sections of the ward near Indiana Avenue; West Washington 

Street and the north-south branch of Central Canal; the 

third was centrally located away from the factories and 

railroad. (See Map One, "'Freetown' 1870," for the location 

of the dwellings.) 

A pattern emerges that represents a walking city before 

the arrival of mass transportation. Grocers, other 

66population Census, 1870 . 

67see Chapter 1, "African-Americans," for detailed descriptions 
and locations regarding the everyday health and safety hazards found 
within the ward. 
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proprietors, and manufacturers lived in, or next to, their 

businesses even though these places existed near the 

railroads, canal, and factories that produced noises and 

smells. Large numbers of dwellings existed along Indiana 

Avenue and West Washington Street next to businesses and 

factories. Residents of Ward Four lived in close proximity 

to their places of occupation, and they did not have to 

travel far to conduct business with others (see Map One).68 

The majority of grocery, blacksmithing, and butchering 

establishments were found on Indiana Avenue, the location 

where most everyday business occurred.69 Homes of whites, 

many of whom owned commercial establishments, dotted Indiana 

Avenue and the surrounding neighborhood. The average value 

of real estate for homes and businesses in this area totaled 

$4,453.00. Charles Linter represents one of the many 

grocers who owned stores along Indiana Avenue and lived at 

the same address. George Stevens ran a confectionery and 

fruit store and lived at the same location, and Christian 

Shawver operated his harness and saddle business on Indiana 

Avenue and resided there too. A number of unskilled white 

laborers, such as railroad employees, also owned property in 

68population Census, 1870. This and the next four paragraphs 

deal with the locations found on Map One "'Freetown' 1870". 

69Bolden, "Indiana Avenue: Black Entertainment Boulevard," 16. 
Addresses are compiled from the following city directories: Logan's, 
1868-69; Edward's, 1869; Hutchinson's 1870; Bailey's, 1871; Swartz and 
Tedrowe's, 1872-3. 
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this area. People living in this part of the ward had 

access to the services provided by grocers and skilled 

artisans, and they lived near their places of employment. 

This arrangement reduced their need to travel at a time when 

most people still walked to get from one place to another in 

the ward.70 

A second cluster of the homes of whites was located 

along West Washington Street and on the eastern edge of the 

ward, close to downtown. Many of the manufacturers lived in 

this area near their businesses. This would have been a 

noisy area to live in, for the railroad tracks paralleled 

the north-south branch of Central Canal that ran through the 

neighborhood. This area was busy with the Indianapolis 

Chair Factory, eight grocery stores, three saloons, three 

dry goods stores, and a barber located in the neighborhood 

that served the residents. The average value of the real 

estate in this section, $11,135.00, was notably higher than 

the average value of real estate in section one, along 

Indiana Avenue. Dwellings lined the street alongside the 

factories. Manufacturing establishments were located in 

this area, along with saloons and grocers that served those 

who lived and worked in the area. Christian Busch resided 

at the same location as his boot and shoe manufacturing 

business, and Mr. Sohl, from Sohl, Gibson and Company, lived 

?Opopulation Census, 1870; Logan's, 1868-69; Edward's, 1869; 
Hutchinson's, 1870; Bailey's, 1871; Swartz and Tedrowe's, 1872-73. 
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by his flour mill. George Stout operated Stout and Son 

Grocery on West Washington Street and resided there too.7l 

Several homes were scattered in the central portion of 

the ward, most notably near New York and West streets. This 

seems to have been the section of the ward most removed from 

the noise of the railroads, the stench of Central Canal, and 

the unsanitary conditions of City Hospital. There were a 

few proprietors and manufacturers living in the area. 

Casper Maus operated his brewery in this section. Several 

grocers also traded and lived in this area. The average 

value of real estate was $9,317.00.72 

As Graph Six illustrates, extremes of wealth and 

poverty existed among the white males in ward Four in 1870, 

although not as extreme as those that occurred among the 

black population. There were 113 white males in the sample 

of 400 who, according to the manuscript census, owned real 

estate in Ward Four and were listed as heads of household in 

1870. The highest value, $65,000, belonged to Elliot 

Calvin, a merchant who lived on West Street . Calvin, born 

in Kentucky, lived in Indianapolis in 1860 and operated a 

grocery store valued at $4,000; by 1870, his holdings had 

71population Census, 1870; Logan's, 1868-69; Edward's, 1869; 
Hutchinson's, 1870; Bailey's, 1871; Swartz and Tedrowe's, 1872-73. 

72population Census, 1870; Logan's, 1868- 69 ; Edward's, 1869; 
Hutchinson's, 1870; Bailey's, 1871; Swartz and Tedrowe's, 1872-73. 
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grown considerably. The next highest value was held by a 

farmer from Tennessee, John Johnston, who also owned 

property on West Street. Johnston did not live in 

Indianapolis in 1860. Third in the hierarchy of real 

property was the Indianapolis Chair Factory on West Street 

valued at $3,000. This factory belonged to Charles Helwig, 

who had arrived within the decade from Prussia. Josiah 

Smith, a soldier from Ohio, owned property located on New 

York Street valued at $150, the lowest among the whites 

sampled in the ward.73 Immigrants, as well as new arrivals 

from other states had opportunities to own property. 

Just over 28 percent of white males owned property, and 

with some exceptions, most of these men were manufacturers, 

merchants, and professionals. The average real estate value 

was $7,833.34.74 As Table Three illustrates, a greater 

percentage of those who worked as professionals and 

proprietors owned real estate and the values of the real 

estate they owned were significantly higher than those in 

the other occupational categories. The average value of 

73population Censuses 1860, 1870; Jackson, Indiana 1860 Indianapolis
Marion County; Twenty Censuses, 18. Real estate value includes the 
full market value of the property. 

74Population Census, 1870. 
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real estate owned by unskilled laborers was higher than that 

owned by the semi-skilled artisans.7s 

Graph Six. Real & Personal Estate Values, Whites 
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Over 50 percent of the white males in the sample of 400 

reported that they owned personal estates valued at $100 or 

more, with the average standing at $2,585.75. Only 25 

7Srt must be noted that unskilled laborers outnumber semi
skilled labors 132 to 21, respectively. Only four of the semi-skilled 
men owned property, and fifteen of the unskilled men owned property. 
A larger percentage of semi-skilled men (19 percent) owned property as 
compared to the unskilled men (11 percent). 

56 



percent enjoyed personal wealth in combination with real 

estate. 76 The values of personal estates do not reflect the 

wide range that was evident in real estate but the values of 

personal estates belonging to skilled, semi-skilled and 

unskilled men averaged far less than those reported by 

professionals and proprietors. On the one hand, 

proprietors, and many of the merchants who owned their own 

stores, had real estate valued at the highest amounts. On 

the other hand, many people who rented their homes and shops 

still owned personal estates. Table Four shows the values 

of personal estates held by members of each occupational 

skill level. Those working in white-collar professional and 

proprietary jobs possessed much larger personal estates than 

those in other occupations. 

More native-born men owned personal estates than those 

born in foreign countries; 69 percent of the property owners 

were born in the United States. It follows logically that 

the native-born comprised the majority of property owners, 

for they outnumbered the foreign-born in total population of 

the ward, with 3,499 native-born whites and 750 foreign-born 

whites. Most of the foreigners arrived during the decade 

and perhaps had not established themselves yet.77 

76population Census, 1870. 

??population Census, 1870. 
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Table Three. Occupational Categories and Real Estate. 

A. Percentage of the 113 Whites OWning Real Estate 
B. Percentage of Whites In Occupational Category Owning Real 

Estate 
c. Average Value of Real Estate In Dollars 
D. Number 

A B c D 

Professionals 17 73 16,527 19 

Proprietors 30 37 8,460 35 

Skilled Artisans 36 30 3,746 40 

Semi-Skilled 4 19 1,821 4 

unskilled 13 11 2,830 15 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, manuscript census, Population Census, 1870. 

Table Four. Occupational Categories and Personal Estate. 

A. Percentage of the 206 Whites Owning Personal Estates 
B. Percentage of Whites I n Occupational Category Owning 

Personal Estates 
c. Average Value of Personal Estates In Dollars 
D. Number 

A B c D 

Professionals 11 84 11,707 22 

Proprietors 29 65 2,192 60 

Skilled Artisans 34 54 618 71 

Semi-Skilled 7 71 386 15 

Unskilled 19 31 301 38 

Source: u.s. Bureau of the Census, manuscript census, Population Census, 1870. 
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Many of the white males in the sample had migrated to 

Ward Four from other states, as well as from foreign 

countries (see Appendix E). Most of them had received some 

type of education, and in 1870, 94.5 percent of them could 

read and write. Of those born in foreign countries, 86 

percent could read and write. The majority of the 

illiterate foreigners were from Ireland and they worked as 

unskilled laborers. The men born in the United States had a 

literacy rate of 98 percent. The high literacy rates in the 

United States and abroad (except Ireland) represent the 

availability of public education. Indiana instituted a free 

public school system for whites in 1852. As Graph Seven 

illustrates, the majority of the illiterate men worked in 

unskilled occupations primarily as laborers, but some did 

manage to work as skilled carpenters and coopers. Those who 

worked as skilled artisans often learned their trades 

through apprenticeships and did not need to be literate. 

However, those who lacked the ability to read and write did 

not work in white-collar positions. Illiteracy clearly 

hindered their chances of joining the ranks of those who 

worked in professional or proprietary jobs--no illiterate 

men worked as professionals and only two were proprietors.7a 

78population Census, 1870; Thornbrough, Indiana in the Civil War 
Era, 42. 
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Graph Seven. Illiteracy Rates By Occupational Categories, 
Whites 
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Of the 440 adult, white males living in the ward in 

1860, 54 (12 percent) could be identified as still living 

there in 1870.79 Many of these men established businesses 

and had operated them during the decade; others had improved 

their occupational skill levels and also increased their 

real and personal estate holdings. Still others remained at 

79Names of those listed on the Population Census, 1870 were 
traced in the index Jackson, Indiana 1860 Indianapolis-Marion County 
to check for persisters. Persisters were then traced through city 
directories to check locations of dwellings. Only 12 percent of the 
white, adult males in Ward Four in 1870 had lived in Indianapolis for 
at least ten years. 
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the same occupational and economic levels, while the wealth 

of a few seemed to disappear. 

A plurality of the 54 persisters, 44 percent, held the 

same jobs in 1860 and 1870; 13 percent increased their 

occupational skill levels, and 6 percent decreased. There 

seems to have been a decrease in farming; four men who 

listed their occupation as farming in 1860 no longer 

reported farming as their primary occupation in 1870. The 

four men had all become engaged in skilled employment, 

either as carpenters or tinners.ao Many of those whose 

occupations remained the same owned their own businesses. 

Newton Kellog ran his edge tool manufacturing firm from the 

same site for over ten years. Frank Wright had Capitol 

Brewery, and Adam Gold and his son Samuel operated their 

grocery store. Only 11 (20 percent) of the persisters were 

foreign-born. Those born in foreign countries tended to 

maintain employment in the same type of occupation; 50 

percent of the persisters born in foreign countries remained 

in unskilled jobs, 10 percent listed no occupation, and the 

other 40 percent had been less than ten years old in 1860 

and had no occupation listed for them.a1 

80The other 37 percent had listed no occupation or they attended 
school. 

81population Censuses, 1860 and 1870. 
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While 72 percent of the persisters increased either 

their real or personal estate holdings, the economic 

standing of 16 percent remained unchanged throughout the 

decade and for 12 percent the value of their real and 

personal estates either dropped or disappeared. Newton 

Kellog, a tool maker, increased his real estate holdings 

from $2000 to $12,000; John Stevenson, a cooper, owned real 

estate valued at $800 in 1860, and $1000 in 1870; and the 

real estate owned by Smith Craft, a blacksmith, increased 

from $2,000 to $3,000.82 

The opportunities for some of the persisters seemed to 

evaporate over the decade. John Jack, a domestic servant, 

lost $100 in personal estate; George Rice, a pump maker, 

lost $700 in real estate and $300 in personal estate; Andrew 

Scott, a farmer in 1860 and a shoe shop clerk in 1870, lost 

$300 in personal estate; Michael McGlenn, a laborer, lost 

$400 in personal estate; Michael Murphy, a servant in 1860 

and a policeman in 1870, lost $600 and $75 in real and 

personal property respectively; William Frazier, a 

carpenter, lost real estate valued at $800; and Henry 

Scudder, a teamster, lost real estate valued at $600.83 The 

persisters who worked as unskilled laborers seemed to face 

tough economic times during the decade. The influx of men 

82population Censuses, 1860 and 1870. 

83population Censuses, 1860 and 1870. 
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capable of filling the jobs in this occupational category 

might have created a surplus of laborers, thus decreasing 

their opportunities in the market. 

The decrease in the number of men farming in the area 

may represent the key to the settlement of the ward. Land 

previously used for farm land was sold as lots for homes and 

businesses. The period between 1860 and 1870 represents a 

time of growth and settlement in the western portion of 

Indianapolis. Farmland disappeared as new arrivals came and 

built homes and factories, and the ward became an extension 

of downtown. The men who left farming undertook jobs in the 

skilled ranks and began to work in the newly industrializing 

ward. People migrated to the ward, and the population 

almost tripled during the decade from 1,949 to 5,222. The 

number of manufacturing establishments also increased, 

rising from 18 to 93.84 This growth created jobs and 

probably drew people to the ward seeking employment. In 

turn, the influx of people increased the number of potential 

laborers, and those without skills may have lost their 

marketability, thus driving down their wages. 

The presence of City Hospital in the northwest corner 

of the ward also suggests that the ward was sparsely 

84population Census, 1870; U.S Bureau of the Census, Manuscript 
Census, Agricultural Census Marion County 1860 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. 
Government Printing Office, 1860); U.S. Bureau of the Census, 
Manuscript Census, Agricultural Census, Marion County, 1870 
(Washington: D.C.: u.s. Government Printing Office, 1870); 
Manufacturing Census, 1870. 
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inhabited until the latter half of the 1860s. The initial 

idea to build the hospital emerged during a smallpox 

epidemic of 1856. Officials located the building in the far 

northwest section of the city to keep it isolated from the 

general population. In those days patients did not go to 

hospitals expecting to be healed; they were sent to 

hospitals to isolate them from the general public.ss 

White males who resided in ward Four in 1870 

represented many different occupational skill levels. The 

wealth they possessed was not distributed evenly among them, 

with the well-off clustered mainly among the professionals, 

proprietors, and skilled artisans. Literacy was widespread, 

with the exception of the Irish immigrants. Illiterate men 

seem to have been relegated to unskilled occupations, 

although some did work as skilled artisans, and proprietors. 

Despite the unequal distribution of wealth, employment 

opportunities did exist for these men regardless of 

ethnicity. Immigrants found employment in all occupational 

skill levels. The range of wealth proved large, with some 

men possessing considerable estates, while others possessed 

no wealth at all. Many of the men with real estate owned 

businesses and manufacturing establishments. Men engaged in 

all occupational skill levels seemed to have some access to 

85Thornbrough, Indiana in the Civil War Era, 582. 
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personal wealth, but the majority of those holding wealth 

worked in occupations that required some skill. 

Both native-born and foreign-born men lived 

predominantly in single-family dwellings located throughout 

the ward. The locations of the homes suggest that the ward 

functioned as a walking city. There is evidence of 

clustering on Indiana Avenue and west Washington Street, the 

homes located there being occupied by families who owned or 

operated businesses at the location. Other people clustered 

in homes in a centrally located area, removed from the 

smells and noises of the railroad and factories. In a 

walking city both whites and blacks resided in the same 

areas amidst the same conditions. Physical separation 

between these two groups is not apparent during this period. 
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CHAPTER 3 

COMPARISON 

Both African-Americans and whites worked and lived in 

Ward Four in 1870. While there were similarities between 

the two groups, there were also marked differences in terms 

of access to opportunity as measured by the type of 

occupation and the resulting wealth reflected in personal 

property and real estate holdings. Birthplace, literacy, 

persistence, and race all influenced access to opportunity. 

Occupations that required more skills or capital were more 

accessible to adult, white males, than to the adult, African

American males, who clustered in unskilled jobs. Immigrants 

arriving in the ward within the decade also seemed to fill 

jobs in the lower levels of the occupational hierarchy, but 

they still had many representatives in the higher 

occupational categories. There were discrepancies in the 

distribution of wealth between the members of each race; 

however, extremes of poverty and affluence existed in each 

group. Race and place of birth played a role in determining 

the type of occupation one assumed. Many who were born into 

slavery were destined to work as manual laborers; others 

acquired skills that allowed them to establish themselves as 
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artisans who provided necessary services to both the African

American and white communities. 

The majority of the 279 adult, African-American males 

in Ward Four held jobs classified as unskilled, while the 

white population had a more even distribution within each 

occupational category. White males had representation in a 

wider variety of jobs than black males; this suggests that 

whites had more occupational opportunities available to them 

than blacks did. In Graph Eight, which illustrates the 

percentages of whites and African-Americans in each 

occupational category, the distribution becomes clearer. 

More whites worked in professional, proprietary, skilled, 

and semi-skilled jobs, while blacks dominated the unskilled 

occupations. 

Unskilled workers, including laborers, domestic 

servants, and teamsters, comprised 72 percent of the 279 

African-American males living in Ward Four in 1870. Of this 

unskilled group, 58 percent of these men worked as laborers. 

By comparison, only about 31 percent of white males worked 

in unskilled occupations, with nearly 22 percent of these 

men reporting their occupation as laborer.a6 (See Appendices 

A and C for a complete list of unskilled occupations held by 

both African-American and white males.) Because the census 

data do not reveal the type of work actually performed by 

86population Census, 1870. 
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those engaged as laborers, it is not possible to compare 

either their duties or the regularity of their employment. 

Comparison is further complicated by the fact that several 

of the remaining unskilled jobs filled by whites and African

Americans included one or two people, except for cooks and 

domestic servants where blacks predominated. Graph Nine 

illustrates this comparison that shows a much larger 

percentage of blacks working in unskilled occupations than 

whites .87 

Graph Eight. Occupational Comparison, 1870 
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87population Census, 1870. 
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Graph Nine. Comparison of unskilled Occupations 
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+Other, which includes porters and teamsters, is described in Appendices B and D. 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, manuscript census, Population Census, 1870. See 

Appendices B and D for percentages of those employed in each occupation. 

Comparable numbers of whites and African-Americans, 

worked in semi-skilled occupations. Graph Ten illustrates 

the breakdown by occupation. Whites occupied jobs such as 

mail carriers that required literacy; while African-

Americans worked as white washers and in planing mills. 

Both of the latter occupations did not require employees to 

be literate. 88 

88population Census, 1870. 
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Graph Ten. Comparison of Semi-Skilled Occupations 
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Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, manuscript census, Population Census, 1870. See 
Appendices B and D for percentages of those employed in each occupation. 

A greater percentage of white males worked in skilled 

occupations than African-American males, with some jobs held 

mainly by blacks and others mainly by whites. (Graph Eleven 

portrays the comparison.) Among barbers, a much higher 

percentage were African-American than white, a fact that 

suggests that they provided this necessary service for both 

races. African-Americans and whites had roughly comparable 

percentages engaged in many skilled jobs, including 
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blacksmiths, carpenters, confectioners, and stationary 

engineers. More white males worked as machinists, while 

more blacks worked as plasterers. Whites, including 

immigrants, occupied several jobs, consisting of bookbinder, 

brewer, butcher, cabinet maker, cooper, millwright, pump 

maker, and tailor to name a few. Many of the white males 

employed as skilled artisans worked in family-run businesses 

like the Maus Brewery owned by Casper Maus. The presence of 

established relatives in the community could help increase 

one's employment opportunities and status, an advantage not 

available to newly arriving blacks.s9 

Whites dominated the proprietary occupations and 

thereby controlled the business and manufacturing 

establishments within the ward. Less than 1 percent of 

African-Americans were proprietors, with 1 individual 

working as a landlord and another as a real estate 

speculator. By contrast, nearly 25 percent of white males 

had proprietary or white-collar occupations ranging from 

manufacturer, store keeper, and saloon keeper to undertaker. 

Not one African-American owned any of the grocery stores 

that dotted the streets within the ward or any of the 

89population Census, 1870. There may be more adult, white 
barbers residing or working within the ward but not included in the 
sample. Immigrants also maintained communication with relatives in 
Europe. Individuals received funds from relatives through inheritance 
or the sale of land. See Charlotte Erickson, Emigration from Europe, 
1815-1914: Select Documents (London: Black, 1976) and Frank 
Thistlethwaite, The Anglo-American Connection in the Early Nineteenth 
Century (University of Pennsylvania, 1959). 
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saloons that flanked the factories on west Washington Street 

(see Appendices Band D for percentages).90 

Graph Eleven. Comparison of Skilled Occupations 
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Source: u.s. Bureau of the Census, manuscript census, Population Census, 1870. See 

Appendices B and D for percentages of those employed in each occupation. 

Just over 2 percent of African-American males held 

occupations in the professional rank. Four ministers, 1 

physician, and 1 teacher comprised the black professionals 

in Ward Four. About 6 percent of whites held professional 

occupations that included lawyers, merchants, and engineers, 

90population Census, 1870. 
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as well as physicians, ministers, and a teacher. Graph 

Twelve depicts this contrast.91 

Graph Twelve. Comparison of Professional Occupations 
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White males dominated the business world of the ward, 

but African-Americans also provided necessary services. 

Carpenters surely had plenty of work, especially since many 

people, both white and black, lived in single-family 

91population Census, 1870. 
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dwellings. The daily lives of African-Americans and whites 

were intertwined. Although a white man was the undertaker, 

he might have utilized the services of the African-American 

grave digger. African-Americans patronized stores owned by 

whites, while African-Americans probably provided laundry 

services for white households. The absence of plumbing in 

homes made the job of the barber more of a necessity; to be 

clean-shaven, men of both races patronized local barbers, 

the majority of whom were African-Americans. 

The distribution of occupations in Ward Four was not 

entirely a function of race; ethnicity and place of birth 

seem to have influenced the types of work performed. 

Although immigrants from Europe found employment in all 

occupational skill levels, many worked in unskilled 

occupations. Immigrants comprised 36 percent of the 

unskilled white, male laborers in ward Four in 1870.92 Out 

of the sample of 400 white males in Ward Four in 1870, 45 

were born in slave states. Of the white men arriving from 

slave states, only 14 worked in unskilled occupations, and 

10 held skilled occupations, such as carpenter and cooper, 

and 17 worked as proprietors and professionals. By way of 

contrast, those white males born in the North and in Indiana 

fared similarly to those who arrived from the South; 30 

92populati on Census, 1870. 
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percent worked as unskilled laborers, 35 percent as skilled 

artisans and 29 percent as professionals and proprietors.93 

Of the 279 African-Americans in the ward in 1870, 232 

had been born in slave states. Of those born in slave 

states 146 worked as laborers, while a few found jobs in 

factories or with the railroad. Most likely these men were 

ex-slaves who sought new lives and opportunities in the 

North. Of the 56 African-Americans who worked as skilled 

artisans, such as barbers, blacksmiths, and carpenters, 41 

(73 percent) had migrated from the South. They most likely 

learned these trades as slaves and subsequently had a 

marketable skill that would help them earn a living.94 When 

comparing whites and blacks from the South, it is clear that 

the whites found greater access to opportunity in the job 

market of Indianapolis than did blacks. 

Literacy also seems to have influenced the type of 

occupation one engaged in. The literacy rate was high for 

white males, 94.5 percent of whom could read and write, 

while the literacy rate for African-American males was only 

29 percent.95 Graphs Thirteen and Fourteen dramatically 

93population Census, 1870. 

94population Census, 1870. 

95population Census, 1870; Kusrner, A Ghetto Takes Shape, 14; 

Allan Spear, Black Chicago, 1890-1920 (Chicago: University of Chicago 
Press, 1967), 6; Compendium of the Ninth Census. 
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contrast the impact of literacy for whites and African

Americans in each occupational category. Literacy 

influenced the types of occupations held by individuals. 

Those working as professionals and proprietors could read, 

and many of those in unskilled positions were illiterate. 

The illiterate did not assume positions in the upper-levels 

of the occupational hierarchy. This becomes significant 

because less than one-third of African-American males were 

literate, while nearly all white males were literate.96 

Graph Thirteen. Illiteracy Comparison, 1870: Percentage of 
Each Occupational Category That was 
Illiterate 
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96The skilled artisan occupational category had a high 
percentage of illiterate men, but many of these men were ex-slaves who 
had probably learned their trades in bondage. 
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Graph Fourteen. Literacy Comparison, 1870: Percentage of 
Each Occupational Category That was 
Literate 
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Race, the ability to read and write, and the type of 

occupation appear to have affected the amount of wealth 

accumulated by an individual.97 White residents of Ward 

Four, both native-born and immigrants, possessed more wealth 

than the African-American residents, although there was also 

a disparity in wealth owned within each race. The average 

value of real estate owned in 1870 was significantly higher 

for the whites. The average value of real estate for the 17 

97Race is tied to education and education is tied to literacy 
and to occupation. Levels of education could influence occupation but 
cannot be examined with the sources available. The possibility of 
different levels of education and its influences cannot be factored 
into the analysis but must be noted. 
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percent of African-Americans who owned property was 

$1,736.29.98 The average for the 28 percent of white males 

who owned real estate was $7,833.34, more than double the 

average for African-Americans. An African-American owned 

the most (or the most valuable) real estate valued at 

$100,000; the highest value of real estate owned by any 

white in the ward equaled $65,000. Many of the properties 

held by whites functioned as businesses, such as groceries 

or factories, where the family lived and worked. Blacks who 

lived in Ward Four did not own businesses, so their real 

estate was probably private homes, or in the case of the 

ministers, church property.99 

As illustrated in Graphs Fifteen and Sixteen, the 

distribution of both real and personal property of African-

Americans and whites was unequal. Despite the disparity in 

the ownership of real estate by blacks and whites, access to 

opportunity must also be measured against slavery and 

conditions in the post-Civil War South. Graph Fifteen 

depicts the average value of real estate of those in each 

occupational category who owned real estate. Whites who 

worked as professionals owned real estate valued at the 

highest amounts . But whites who worked as proprietors 

98The average is calculated without including the $100,000 in 
real estate owned by Charles Lucas, for when this number is included 
the average increases to $3,557.69. 

99population Census, 1870 . 
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comprised the highest percentage of those owning property. 

As shown on Graph Fifteen, African-American professionals 

and proprietors also owned real estate. The amount they 

owned was less than that owned by whites, but whites 

dominated the businesses within the ward. It is logical 

that the professionals and proprietors owned the most 

property, for many of these men owned their own businesses 

(see Table Three and Graph Six). The majority of blacks 

owning real estate occupied jobs of lower skill levels. It 

is noteworthy that white males with unskilled occupations 

owned real estate valued at significantly higher amounts 

than that owned by unskilled blacks.1oo 

Graph Fifteen. Real Estate Comparison, 1870 
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100population Census, 1870. Graph Fifteen shows average value 

of real estate, see Graph Six for total value of the real estate. 
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White males in the ward also had greater access to 

opportunity in terms of the ability to acquire personal 

estates. More than SO percent of white males owned personal 

estates valued at over $100, while only 20 percent of African

Americans possessed personal estates of $100 or more. Graph 

Sixteen shows the average value of personal estates of 

whites and blacks in each occupational category. The 

average value of personal estates for white males was 

$2,585.75, which far exceeded the $605.62 average held by 

African-Americans. 

Graph Sixteen. Personal Estate Comparison, 1870 
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The difference in the values of personal estate values 

between whites and African-Americans may be attributed to 

the disproportionate number of African-Americans in 

unskilled jobs. Those who worked in unskilled occupations 

generally had lower personal estate values than those who 

worked as skilled laborers, proprietors, and professionals. 

Of the African-Americans owning personal estates, 60 percent 

worked in unskilled jobs, and most estates amounted to less 

than $500. The distribution of personal estates among white 

males had a more even allotment between occupational groups, 

with proprietors and skilled workers comprising the majority 

of those owning personal estates and 19 percent coming from 

the unskilled category.1o1 

The stark differences in values of personal estates may 

be attributed to African-Americans recently entering the 

economic system in large numbers as wage-earners. Freedmen 

migrating north would not have had time to save much money. 

Embarking on their own and earning wages to support 

themselves meant much of their incomes went to establishing 

their new homes. Immigrants also faced this challenge, but 

they received a warmer welcome than African-Americans, and 

they comprised a smaller percentage of the population.1o2 

101population Census, 1870. 

102see discussion in Chapter Two regarding African-Americans and 
Article Thirteen of the Indiana State Constitution, as well as 
immigration propaganda. Many immigrants arrived in America with 
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Graph Seventeen. Occupational Comparison of African
Americans and Immigrants 
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The question of race as a factor in these economic 

differences can be examined by comparing African-Americans 

with white immigrants. Graph Seventeen compares the 

percentages of African-Americans and immigrants who worked 

in each occupational category. The comparison shows that 

higher percentages of immigrants found employment in 

professional, proprietary, skilled, and semi-skilled 

money. They also had relatives in Europe with whom they could 
correspond and request funds if needed, and some also received 
inheritances or money from the sale of land. See Erickson, Emigration 
from Europe, and Thistlethwaite, The Anglo-American Connection. 
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occupations, while blacks dominated the unskilled positions. 

Immigrants had the opportunity to join the higher 

occupational ranks. Although immigrants faced 

discrimination, they could blend more easily with native

born whites, and this might have afforded them more 

occupational opportunities. They also had higher rates of 

literacy. 

Despite the discrepancies in the values of personal 

estates and real estate, African-Americans and whites living 

within Ward Four each lived predominantly in single-family 

dwellings headed by males; 72 percent of African-American 

families and 92 percent of the white population lived in 

such circumstances. All of the white males who lived in 

dual-family houses had arrived in Indianapolis within the 

decade and/or worked in unskilled jobs. All of the African

American males who lived in dual-family dwellings had 

arrived within the decade from the South.l03 Among other 

things, this suggests that new arrivals sought assistance 

from others. 

Some African-American and white males also worked and 

lived in the homes of others. Both whites and blacks had 

non-related individuals living with families, and probably 

for the same reasons. Research did not reveal whether 

boarders were actually related to the families they resided 

103population Census, 1870 
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with, but both races seem to have established a kin network 

to help others who were perhaps learning a trade or saving 

money in order to purchase their own homes. Boarding was a 

common residence pattern in walking cities. The difference 

between the races is noticeable when examining who worked as 

live-in servants. African-Americans worked as servants in 

the homes of white families and no African-American families 

reported having any servants in their homes. Irish 

immigrants also worked as servants in the homes of whites. 

This suggests that race and ethnicity influenced who worked 

in positions subservient to others. 

Homes of whites and African-Americans appear to have 

been clustered in somewhat integrated sections throughout 

the ward. However, there is evidence of separation, as few 

homes of whites and African-Americans existed on the same 

city block. For purposes of assessing degrees of 

residential integration, Ward Four can be divided into three 

primary sections (see Map Two "Section Map") .104 

The first section of the ward was situated in the North 

and included the streets north of North Street to First 

104This and the next four paragraphs are based on Map One "Old 
Ward Four Indianapolis, 1870 'Freetown,"' and Map Two "Section Map," 
which shows the divisions within the ward. The dwellings plotted on 
the map include all those that could be located through city 
directories. Some addresses are only approximate locations, for not 
all listings included exact street addresses. The dwellings of whites 
residing in the ward are not all shown on the map, only those from the 
sample. The addresses are taken from the following city directories: 
Edwards, 1869; Hutchinson's 1870; Bailey's, 1871; Swartz and 
Tedrowe's, 1872-73. 
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Street, which was the northern boundary of the ward. It 

also included the area between Hiawatha Street and Michigan 

Road, the western and eastern borders of ward Four 

respectively. This area was the most undeveloped portion of 

the ward, excluding Indiana Avenue. There were several 

uninhabited blocks, most notably near City Hospital. Most 

of the homes were clustered on Indiana Avenue near the 

businesses. There were seventy-one dwellings occupied by 

black residents, and sixty-nine occupied by white residents. 

In four cases, members of both races co-existed in dwellings 

located on the same block. (See usection Map" section 1.)105 

The second section in the southeastern corner of the 

ward included one uleg" bounded by the east-west branch of 

Central Canal, the White River, west washington Street, and 

Mississippi Street and a second "leg" bounded by west Street 

to Indiana Avenue, and Mississippi Street. To facilitate 

comparison, this section is divided along the east-west 

branch of Central Canal. (See usection Map" section 2.) On 

the southern uleg", below the east-west section of the 

canal, there were few blacks residing in this twenty-six 

block area. Most of the sixty-six homes were located along 

West Washington Street next to the business and 

manufacturing establishments, and white owners occupied them 

10Spopulation Census, 1870. The addresses were compiled from 
Indianapolis city directories. The addresses for all 365 dwellings 
are not listed in city directories, so not all dwellings are plotted 
on map. 
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with their families. All five African-American dwellings 

existed on the same blocks as white dwellings. 

The second "leg" of this section, which included part 

of the north-south b=anch of the canal, had an unequal ratio 

of black dwellings to white dwellings, with forty-two and 

ninety-two, respectively. This twenty-seven block area had 

eight integrated blocks, four blocks consisting only of 

dwellings of blacks, and eleven consisting solely of the 

dwellings of whites. Homes of both African-Americans and 

whites were located along the canal and near the businesses 

in the tract. 

The central portion of the ward (section 3) included 

the area bordered by New York Street on the South, North 

Street on the North, Hiawatha Street on the West, and West 

Street on the East. There were eighty-seven dwellings 

occupied by whites and twenty-two occupied by blacks, with 

three integrated blocks in this ninety-five block area. 

Dwellings occupied by whites were clustered in the southern 

section near New York Street, while the dwellings occupied 

by blacks were spread throughout this area. 

Residents of ward Four, both black and white, lived in 

close proximity and surely interacted on a daily basis. The 

dwellings occupied by blacks and whites existed in the same 

areas though infrequently on the same block. This indicates 

that while some separation did occur housing was consistent 

with patterns found in a walking city and did not exhibit 
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the segregation that would come later with suburbanization 

and increased racial tensions. 

White males ages eighteen through sixty-five had a 

stronger economic foundation in Ward Four than African

American males. Several of these white males owned 

businesses and had lived in Indianapolis for at least a 

decade, with 13.5 percent of the men listed on both the 1860 

and 1870 manuscript census returns. Although only 2.9 

percent of the adult, African-American males persisted in 

ward Four from 1860 to 1870, they fared worse than their 

white counterparts. Six of the eight African-Americans who 

remained in the ward during the decade worked in jobs of the 

same occupational skill levels. Of the two men who climbed 

the occupational hierarchy, one man shifted from being a 

cook to a white washer and gained $10,000 in real estate; 

one moved from being a washer to a laborer and increased his 

real estate holdings by $4,400 and his personal estate by 

$1,400. Although all but one of the black persisters 

improved their economic status they failed to improve their 

occupational status.l06 

The employment and wealth of the 54 whites who 

persisted within the ward showed more variability. While 44 

percent remained in the same occupation, 13 percent gained 

employment in occupations with higher skill levels than 

106population Censuses, 1860 and 1870. 
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their previous jobs and 6 percent slid into jobs of lower 

skill levels. The real and personal estate holdings of 72 

percent of the white persisters increased; 16 percent 

remained the same, while 12 percent decreased or disappeared 

entirely. 1o7 

Place of birth, whether in a foreign country, a slave 

state, or a free state, affected occupation and resulting 

wealth accumulated by an individual; it also influenced 

literacy. Illiterate men were not highly represented in the 

professional, proprietary, and skilled occupational 

categories. White males, born in foreign countries, who 

migrated to Indianapolis also faced some limitations. Those 

born in Ireland worked in jobs classified as unskilled. 

This may be due to their illiteracy as well as to ethnic or 

religious discrimination, which cannot be readily measured. 

Immigrants from other countries, mainly Germany and England, 

fared better. They had higher literacy rates and worked in 

skilled, professional, and proprietary jobs.1oa 

107population Censuses, 1860 and 1870. The other 37 percent of 
the persisters had no occupations in 1860 because they attended 
school. 

108population Census, 1870. 
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CONCLUSIONS 

Although in 1870 there were opportunities for African

Americans residing in Ward Four, it is clear that they did 

not have the same access to opportunity as whites, including 

immigrants. African-American men in ward Four worked hard, 

and some prospered when measured by quantifiable variables, 

such as the value of personal and real estate. It is also 

clear that especially for those born in slave states, many 

of whom were probably ex-slaves, the opportunities available 

in Indianapolis were vastly greater than those they 

experienced or left behind. Even so, when comparing access 

to opportunity for whites and blacks, race and racial 

tension also played important, but unmeasurable, roles. 

In comparison to the larger white population, few 

African-Americans owned real estate and even fewer owned any 

reportable personal property. The values of properties 

belonging to African-Americans were consistently lower than 

those belonging to whites. White males had access to the 

professional and proprietary jobs that provided more income 

and resulted in higher values of real and personal estates. 

There is also a discrepancy in the values of estates owned 

by whites and blacks engaging in unskilled occupations. 

More whites owned personal and real estate, and they were of 
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higher value than those held by blacks.I09 The one exception 

was Charles Lucas, an Africap-American who owned real estate 

worth $100,000. 

One's place of birth played a role in determining 

access to opportunities. African-Americans born in slave 

states lacked formal education. Illiterate men did not have 

a high representation in the white-collar professions. This 

lack of representation in turn affected income. However, 

African-Americans born in slave states often learned skills 

during their bondage that increased their access to 

opportunities when freed. They found work as skilled 

artisans. Many African-Americans born in free states worked 

in unskilled occupations because they lacked marketable 

skills, as well as education. Those lacking such skills 

worked as unskilled laborers, thus decreasing their chances 

to acquire wealth, and the property they did acquire was of 

lower value compared to those in other occupational skill 

levels .no 

African-Americans who persisted within the ward from 

1860 to 1870 fared no better than those who arrived later. 

White persisters seemed to have more opportunities for 

advancement than African-American persisters. Many whites 

109population Census, 1870. 

110population Census, 1870. Further research needs to be 
conducted to determine whether those employed in unskilled occupations 
actually possessed skills but were underemployed. 
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who persisted worked in higher occupational skill levels in 

1870 than they did in 1860. Several of the white persisters 

had family ties firmly established in the ward. Some of 

these men worked in business establishments owned by members 

of their families. Immigrants with no obvious familial 

relations in the ward also prospered during this period.lll 

Their success suggests that another factor influenced the 

opportunities available to people. 

Besides place of birth, literacy, and persistence, race 

influenced the access to opportunities for those living in 

Ward Four. Race, more than ethnicity, affected the 

occupational skill level one would achieve. Racism and 

prejudice worked against African-Americans. Although 

Indiana had been a state opposed to slavery, anti-black 

sentiments also existed. Many immigrants had worked as 

professionals and proprietors. But few African-Americans, 

even those who could read, gained representation in the 

proprietary category; most literate blacks worked as 

unskilled laborers. Perhaps African-Americans did not have 

the resources to own their own grocery stores, but 

proprietary occupations included other vocations (such as 

clerks and reporters) that did not require capital. 

Immigrants residing in Ward Four found employment in all 

skill levels. Some owned factories and stores, while others 

111population Censuses, 1860 and 1870. Familial relations are 

determined by surname and family as listed on the manuscript census. 
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worked as skilled artisans and laborers. While there was . 
ethnic discrimination on the part of native-born whites 

towards groups like the Irish, racial prejudice seems to 

have represented a much more formidable obstacle to access 

to opportunity .112 

The settlement of ward Four provides insights into 

attitudes regarding race. The largest percentage of African

Americans in Indianapolis settled in Ward Four, while the 

ward had the second smallest percentage of immigrants of any 

ward in the city. This suggests that race influenced the 

area where one settled. African-Americans were not 

segregated, but they were not wholly integrated either. 

Homes occupied by African-Americans existed in clusters 

throughout the ward, co-existing with the homes occupied by 

whites. Most noteworthy is that few homes of African-

Americans and whites existed on the same city blocks. There 

were also neighborhoods, most noticeably the northwest 

corner near City Hospital, where dwellings occupied by 

African-Americans existed in the absence of homes occupied 

by whites .113 

The opportunities available to African-Americans that 

influenced economic success lagged in comparison with the 

112population Census, 1870. See Introduction for a discussion 
on the pro-immigrant propaganda and anti-African-American efforts 
including a plan for colonization. 

113see Map One "'Freetown' 1870"; Population Census, 1870. 
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larger white population. African-Americans in ward Four 

worked predominantly in unskilled jobs and acquired real and 

personal estates valued at lower rates than those owned by 

whites. However, conditions in ward Four in 1870 

represented a window of opportunity for the African-American 

population before the onset of increased racial tensions 

that produced segregation and discrimination in housing and 

job opportunities. 

The opportunities that existed for African-Americans 

decreased at the end of the nineteenth and the beginning of 

the twentieth century. The rise of suburbanization brought 

de facto segregation, as more prosperous whites left the 

pollution, noise, dirt, and congestion of Ward Four. 

Business owners, for example, utilized the streetcars and 

later the automobile to move away from their business 

establishments. They began to live in the suburbs and 

commute to work, thus leaving the ward and severing direct 

contact with the lower classes, which included most African

Americans. Suburbanization changed the tax base as those 

who could afford to left the inner-city, and the poor became 

trapped in a confined area. By the 1910s and 1920s, the 

exodus of white residents, the rise of the Ku Klux Klan, and 

zoning ordinances aimed at keeping African-Americans out of 

neighborhoods occupied by whites contributed to the rise of 
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segregated residence patterns.ll4 In 1870, African-Americans 

in Ward Four had sought opportunities in the city; while 

chances for success may not have equaled those available to 

white males, they did exist. African-Americans who 

perceived the availability of advancement in Indianapolis 

and migrated north to take advantage of them had a rare 

chance that would last for a short period. As many 

discovered, those opportunities would evaporate by the turn 

of the century. 

114see Hulse, "Neighborhoods and Communities," and Scarpino, 
"The Urban Environment," for further discussions regarding 
suburbani zation in Indianapolis. 
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APPENDIX A 

Table One.-- Occupational Categories 

I. Professional II. Proprietor 

Civil Engineer Actor Grocer 
Lawyer Agent Huckster 
Merchant Artist Manufacturer 
Minister Bookkeeper Real Estate Spec. 
Physician Book Seller Reporter 
Superintendent Clerk Saloon Keeper 
Teacher Contractor Soda Bottler 

Dentist Stable-Livery 
Dealer store Keeper 
Dry Goods Tobacconist 
Farmer Undertaker 

III. Skilled 

Barber Dyer Pattern Maker 
Blacksmith Engineer- Piano Tuner/Maker 
Bookbinder Stationary Plasterer 
Brewer Gas fitter Printer 
Book Maker Hair Dresser Pump Maker 
Broom Maker Joiner Saddler 
Butcher Machinist Shoe Maker 
Carpenter Mason Stone Mason 
Cabinet Maker Millwright Tailor 
Carriage Maker Painter Tanner 
Confectioner Paper Maker Tinner 
Cooper 

IV. Semi-Skilled v. Unskilled 

Bartender Domestic 
Cotton Carder Drayman 
Foundry Express 
Mail Carrier Driver 
Marble Polisher Factory 
Planing Mill -Chair 
Policeman -Woolen 
Soldier Laborer 
Upholsterer Railroad 
White Washer Teamster 

Watchman 
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APPENDIX B 

Table Two.--Occupational Categories of African-Americans 

Number and Percentage of African-American Males in Ward Four 
Age 18 through 65 Employed in Each occupation: 

Number: Occupation: 

I. Professional 

6:Professional: 
4:Minister: 
1:Physician: 
1:Teacher: 

III. Skilled Artisan 

56:Skilled Artisan: 
24:Barber: 

3:Blacksmith: 
1:Brickmason: 

13:Carpenter: 
2:Confectioner: 
1:Hair Dresser: 
1:Machinist: 
2:Painter: 
6:Plasterer: 
3:Stationary Engineer: 

v. Unskilled 

20l:Unskilled: 
6:Cook: 
1:Drayman: 
2:Express Driver: 
!:Factory-Stave: 
1:-Hairpiece: 
1:-Woolen: 
!:Gardener: 
2:Grave Digger: 
!:Janitor: 
4:No Occupation: 

2.1 
1.4 

.36 

.36 

20.1 
8.6 
1.1 

.36 
4.7 

.72 

.36 

.36 

.72 
2.1 
1.1 

72 
2.1 

.36 

.72 

.36 

.36 

.36 

.36 

.72 

.36 
1.4 

Percentage 

II. Proprietor 

2:Proprietor: .72 
1:Landlord: .36 
1:Real Estate 

Speculator: .36 

IV. Semi-Skilled 

lO:Semi-Skilled: 3.6 
1:Planing Mill: .36 
9:White Washer: 3.2 

161:Laborer: 
1:Laundry: 
4:Porter: 
2:-Store: 
2:-Railroad: 
?:Servant: 

(Domestic) 
?:Teamster: 
1:Wood Chopper: 

57.3 
.36 

1.4 
.72 
.72 

2.5 

2.5 
.3 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, Indianapolis
Marion County Wards 1-4 Population Census 1870, 2nd Enumeration. 
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APPENDIX C 

Table Three.--African-American Males, ward Four, 1870 
Occupations, Birthplace and Total* 

Occupation Birthplace Total 

Indiana 
Number % 

**Free State 
Number % 

______________________________________________ (excluding IN)_ 

Slave State 
Number % 

1.Barber 3 
2.Blacksmith 
3.Brickmason 
4 • Carpenter 1 
5 . Confectioner -
6.Cook 1 
7 .Servant 1 

(Domestic) 
8.Drayman 1 
9.Express 

Driver 
10.Factory 

-Stave 
-Woolen 
-Hair Piece -

11.Gardener 
12 .Grave Digger-
13 .Hairdresser -
14.Janitor 
15.Laborer 14 
16.Landlord 
17.Laundry 
18 .Machinist 1 
19.Minister 
2 0. No Occup. 1 
21.Painter 1 
22.Physician 
23 .Planing Mill -
24 .Plasterer 1 
25.Porter 1 
2 6. Porter-Store -
27.Porter-RR 
2 8. Real Estate -

Speculator 
29.Stationary 

Engineer 
30. Teacher 1 

12.5 

7.7 

16.7 
14 

100 

8 . 7 

100 

25 
50 

16 
25 

100 

15 
3 
1 

12 
1 
2 
5 

2 

1 
1 

1 
2 
1 
1 

146 
1 
1 

4 
3 
1 
1 
1 
5 
3 
2 
2 

2 

62.5 
100 
100 

92.3 
50 
33.3 
72 

100 

100 
100 

100 
100 
100 
100 

90.7 
100 
100 

100 
75 
50 

100 
100 

84 
75 

100 
100 

66.6 

#6 24 

1 50 
3 50 
1 14 

1 100 

1 .6 

1 100 

1 33.3 

24 
3 
1 

13 
2 
6 
7 

1 

2 

1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 

161 
1 
1 
1 
4 
4 
2 
1 
1 
6 
4 
2 
2 
1 

3 

1 

_______________________________________________ (continued) __ __ 
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Table Three.--Continued 

Occupation Birthplace Total 

**Free State 
Number % 

_______________________________________________ (excluding IN)_ 

Indiana 
Number % 

Slave State 
Number % 

31.Teamster: 
32.White Washer 
33.Wood Chopper: 

1 14 
2 22 
1 100 

6 
6 

86 
67 1 11 

7 
9 
1 

Total 31 232 16 279 

Notes: 
*These figures include African-American males ages 18 through 65 and 
listed on manuscript census, 1870. 

The percentage figures are based on the number of African-American 
males ages 18 through 65 listed on the manuscript census 1870 as 
employed in that occupation. 

**The column "Free State" does not include those born in Indiana. 

#Includes one foreign-born man from Santo Domingo. 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, Indianapolis
Marion County Wards 1-4 Population Census, 1870, 2nd Enumeration. 
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APPENDIX D 

Table Four.--Occupational Categories of Whites 

Number and Percentage of White Males, ward Four, 
Indianapolis, Age 18 through 65 Employed in Each Occupation: 

Number: Occupation: Percentage 

I. Professional 

26:Professional:6.5 

2:Engineer: 
4:Lawyer: 

15:Merchant: 
2:Minister: 
2:Physician: 
!:Teacher: 

III. Skilled 

.5 
1 
3.75 

.5 

.5 

.25 

132:Skilled: 33 

2:Barber: .5 
?:Blacksmith: 1.75 
!:Bookbinder: .25 
2:Brewer: .5 
6:Butcher: 1.5 
3:CabinetMaker: .75 

25:Carpenter: 6.25 
2:Carriage Maker: .5 
4:Confectioner: 1 

lO:Cooper: 2.5 

II. Proprietor 

93:Proprietor:23.25 

1 :Actor: . 25 
8:Agent: 2 
2 :Artist: . 5 
4:Book-

Keeper: 1 
2:Book-

Seller: . 5 
19:Clerk: 4.75 
2:Contractor: .5 
l:Dealer: .25 
!:Dentist: .25 
3:Dry Goods: .75 

5:Farmer: 1.25 
22:Grocer: 5.5 
4:Huckster: 1 
6:Manufacturer: 1.5 
l:R. Estate: .25 
!:Reporter: .25 
5:Saloon Keep: 1.25 
!:Stable-Livery: .25 
!:Store Keeper: .25 
3:Tobacconist: .75 
!:Undertaker: .25 

1: Dyer: . 25 2: Pattern Maker: . 5 
5:Engineer- !:Piano Maker: .25 

Stationary: 1. 25 2: Plasterer: . 5 
l:Gasfitter: .25 3:Printer: .75 
1: Joiner: • 25 1: Pump Maker: . 25 
?:Machinist: 1.75 !:Saddler: .25 
3 :Mason: . 75 4: Shoe Maker: 1 
5:Millwright:l.253:Stone Mason: .75 

16:Painter: 4 5:Tailor: 1.25 
3:Paper Maker:.752:Tanner: .5 

4:Tinner: 1 

___________________________________________________ (continued) __ 
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Table Four.-Continued 

Number: Occupation: Percentage 

IV. Semi-Skilled 

21:Semi-Skilled: 

!:Bartender: 
2:Cotton Carder: 
2 :Foundry: 
2:Mail Carrier: 
!:Marble Polisher: 
3: Planing Mill : 
6:Policeman: 
3:Soldier: 
!:White washer: 

5:Unclassified: 

5.25 

.25 

.5 

.5 

.5 

.25 

.75 
1.5 

.75 

.25 

1.25 

v. unskilled 

123:Unskilled: 30.75 

2:Domestic: 
Servant .5 

2:Express Driver:.5 
4:Factory: 1 
6: -Chair: 1.5 
2: -Woolen: .5 

87:Laborer: 21.75 
?:Railroad: 1.75 

12:Teamster: 3 
!:Watchman: .25 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, Indianapolis
Marion County Wards 1-4 Population Census, 1870, 2nd Enumeration. 
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APPENDIX E 

Table Five.--White Males, Ward Four, 1870 
Occupations, Birthplace and Total 

Occupation Birthplace Total 

Free State Slave State Foreign 
Number % Number % Number % 

1.Actor 1 100 1 
2.Agent 5 62.5 1 12.5 2 25 8 
3.Artist 2 100 2 
4.Barber 1 50 1 50 2 
5.Bartender 1 100 1 
6.Blacksmith 6 85.7 1 14.3 7 
?.Bookkeeper 4 100 4 
8.Book Binder 1 100 1 
9.Book Seller 2 100 2 

10.Brewer 1 50 1 50 2 
11.Butcher 1 16.7 5 83.3 6 
12.Cabinet 

Maker 1 33.3 2 66.7 3 
13.Carpenter 20 80 3 12 2 8 25 
14.Carriage 

Maker 2 100 2 
15.Clerk 11 57.9 2 10.5 6 1.6 19 
16.Confectioner 1 25 3 75 4 
17.Contractor 1 50 1 50 2 
18.Cooper 7 70 1 10 2 20 10 
19. Cotton Carder - 2 100 2 
20.Dealer 1 100 1 
21.Dentist 1 100 1 
22.Servant 2 100 2 

(Domestic) 
23.Dry Goods 1 33.3 1 33.3 1 33.3 3 
24.Dyer 1 100 1 
25.Engineer 2 100 2 
26.Express 2 100 2 

Driver 
27.Factory 2 50 2 100 4 

-Chair 5 83.3 1 16.7 6 
-Woolen 2 100 2 

28.Farmer 2 40 3 60 5 
29.Foundry 2 100 2 
30.Gasfitter 1 100 1 
31.Grocer 13 59.1 3 13.6 6 27.2 22 

(continued)_ 
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Table Five.-Continued 

Occupation Birthplace Total 

Free State Slave State Foreign 
Number % Number % Number % 

32.Huckster 2 50 1 25 1 25 4 
33.Joiner 1 100 1 
34.Laborer 42 48.3 10 11.5 35 40.2 87 
35.Lawyer 4 100 4 
36.Machinist 4 57 1 14.3 2 28.6 7 
37.Mail Carrier 2 100 2 
38.Manufacturer 4 66.7 1 16.7 1 16.7 6 
39.Marble 

Polisher 1 100 1 
40.Mason 3 100 3 
41.Merchant 7 46.7 4 26.7 4 26.7 15 
42.Millwright 4 80 1 20 5 
43.Minister 1 50 1 50 2 
44.Painter 14 87.5 2 12.5 16 
45.Paper Maker 1 33.3 2 66.7 3 
46.Pattern 

Maker 2 100 2 
47.Physician 1 50 1 50 2 
48.Piano Maker 1 100 1 
49.Planing Mill - 2 66.7 1 33.3 3 
SO.Plasterer 2 100 2 
51.Policeman 4 16.7 1 16.7 1 16.7 6 
52.Printer 3 100 3 
53.Pump Maker 1 100 1 
54.RR Employee 4 57.1 1 14.3 2 28.6 7 
55.Real Estate 1 100 1 

Speculator 
56.Reporter 1 100 1 
57.Saddler 1 100 1 
58.Saloon 

Keeper 2 40 1 20 2 40 5 
59.Shoe Maker 2 50 2 50 4 
60.Soldier 3 100 3 
61.Stable 

-Livery 1 100 1 
62.Stationary 2 40 1 20 2 40 5 

Engineer 
63 . Stone Mas on 3 100 3 
64.Store Keep 1 100 1 
65.Tailor 1 20 1 20 3 60 5 

(continued)_ 
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Table Five.-Continued 

Occupation Birthplace Total 
Free State Slave State Foreign 
Number % Number % Number % 

66.Tanner 1 50 1 50 2 
67.Teacher 1 100 1 
68.Teamster 10 83.3 1 8.3 1 8.3 12 
69.Tinner 1 25 2 50 1 25 4 
70.Tobacconist 2 66.7 1 33.3 3 
71.Unclassified 5 100 5 
72.Undertaker 1 100 1 
73.Watchman 1 100 1 
74.White Washer - 1 100 1 

Total 238 45 117 400 

Notes: 
*These figures include white males ages 18 through 65 listed on the 
manuscript census, 1870. 

The percentage figures are based on the number of white males ages 18 
through 65 listed on the manuscript census 1870 as employed in that 
occupation. 

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Manuscript Census, Indianapolis
Marion County Wards 1-4 Population Census, 1870, 2nd Enumeration. 
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