
 
 
 
 
January 10, 2003 
TO:  GENI Paid Membership 
FROM:  GENI Home Office 
 
ITEMS TO NOTE: 
GENI is a not-for-profit organization existing solely on your charitable contributions.  GENI 
needs you now more than ever!  The GENI Board of Directors has begun a Strategic 
Development Campaign in order to ensure quality, appropriate, accurate, and dynamic 
professional development opportunities for Indiana’s educators.  As a result, Indiana’s students 
will better understand the world in which they live and will be positive, contributing members 
to a global society. 
 
As a result of GENI’s efforts on your behalf and directed by you, the Indiana Social Studies 
Academic Standards were rated A+ by the Fordham Foundation review for geographical content 
(Indiana being only one of two states to receive such a rating), and the latest NAEP scores 
demonstrate an overall increase in students performing better in geography, and a recent 
McREL study indicates that students of educators, who are involved with their state Geography 
Alliance (GENI for IN), outperform even those students performing well on the NAEP exam.  
GREAT JOB to Indiana’s educators! 
 
GENI has produced an Indiana Atlas and Teachers’ Guide utilizing the latest geo-
technologies (remote sensing, satellite imagery, census data, GIS software,…) and most current 
statistical information.  The Atlas is a dynamic and beautiful presentation of a variety of themes 
about the state of Indiana from a geographic perspective.  You will be receiving information 
about the Atlas and Guide in the mail soon!  Or visit the GENI web site for information. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
⇒ St. Mary of the Woods College will host a Weekend Geography Workshop April 11-13, 

2003.  For registration information, watch future GENI Newsletters or the GENI web site, 
or contact Sherrie Cheesman at 812.535.5159. 

⇒ The Indiana Geographic Bee will be hosted by IUPUI for the twelfth year in a row.  
Friday, April 4, 12:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. will encompass the preliminary, intermediary and 
final competitions.  All are welcome to attend the competition, which will determine the 
state’s representative to the National Geographic Bee in May. 

⇒ GENI will host a Lewis & Clark Institute utilizing Indiana as the unknown frontier.  
Fieldwork, reflection, writing, GPS, satellite imagery, and GIS will be highlighted during 
the one-week, residential opportunity.  IU South Bend will host the Institute, which will 
take place June 16-20.  Two teams, one land-based and one river-based, will experience the 
“frontier” and will develop materials to be shared with others.  See the enclosed registration 
form, graduate credit information (via IUSB), and agenda.  Or visit the GENI web site for 
more details and registration information. 

⇒ The annual GEOFEST conference is scheduled for Friday evening and Saturday, October 
10-11 at Pokagon State Park.  The event marks the annual opportunity for geography 
educators to meet with their colleagues and to share ideas, learn new classroom ideas, and 
interact with geographers.  State Social Studies Proficiency Guidelines and Assessment 
applications will be discussed at each session.  Space is limited.  See the enclosed 
registration form. 



⇒ The National Council for Geographic Education’s annual conference will be held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
October 16-19.  See the NCGE web site at http://www.ncge.org for further details. 

⇒ Geography Awareness Week 2002 will highlight the theme  At present, an evening workshop is scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 1, 4:15 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. at Northview Middle School on the northeast side of Indianapolis.  Lots 
of handouts will be shared by presenters.  See the enclosed flier for more details.  Also, visit the National 
Geographic Society GAW web site www.ngs.com for LOTS of down-loadables and ideas. 

⇒ Ball State University and GENI will host a “Teaching Geography Through Childrens’ Literature” Workshop 
on Thursday, October 3 from 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.  One graduate credit hour is available through Ball State.  
Dynamic ideas and resources revolving around the theme of geography in childrens’ literature will be shared.  See 
the enclosed announcement and registration form for additional details. 

⇒ GENI’s Strategic Planning Board Meeting will be held Friday evening and Saturday, December 6 & 7 at the 
Holiday Inn Express Northeast Indianapolis.  You are welcome to attend.  For more information, contact Jill 
Bowman, 317.842.8039. 

⇒  
⇒  
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Geography Resources: 
 To download black-line maps of the world 

or its many regions, please visit the 
National Geographic Society, 1145 17th 
Street NW, Washington DC 20036-4688, 
www.nationalgeographic.com 

 City of Indianapolis/Marion County GIS 
Team, 200 East Washington Street, Suite 
2441, Indianapolis IN 46204, ATTN:  
Layne Young, (317)327-3199, 
www.IndyGov.org/gis/newsandevents/exte
rnal/external.htm, lyoung@IndyGov.org Or 
visit the ESRI International GIS Day web 
site at www.gisday.com for more ideas. 

 For copies of the latest Social Studies 
Academic Standards, contact the Indiana 
Department of Education, #229 State 
House, Indianapolis IN 46204-2798, or 
visit their web site at 
<//ideanet.doe.state.in.us> for 
downloadable versions. 

 The Indiana Geological Survey has 
produced a great 2002 poster-sized 
calendar depicting a three-dimensional 
topographic relief of the state.  Contact 
Jeff Kirby at Education Extension, 915 
East 11th Street, Indiana University, 
Bloomington IN 47405, (812)855-1337, 
<//adamite.igs.Indiana.edu/index.htm> or 
e-mail him at jekirby@indiana.edu  

 Axiom Press is now offering the 
CulturGrams 2003, available on CD-ROM 
or via on-line subscriptions.  For more 
information, contact Axiom at 
1.800.528.6267 or visit 
www.axiompress.com . 

  
 


