
 
 
 
 
May 13, 1996 
TO:   GENI Membership 
FROM:  Rick Bein, GENI Executive Director 
 
  ITEMS TO NOTE 
 
*  Several GENI sponsored programs are happening this summer:  Great Lakes Water 
Matters 
   Workshop in Howe, IN from June 24-28 featuring many hands-on activities about the Great 
   Lakes Drainage Basin;  Alaska Advanced Summer Geography Institute in the Anchorage  
   area featuring wilderness ecology;  Urban Watershed and Wetlands Workshop featuring  
   field experiences around central Indiana addressing urban watershed and wetlands needs;  
and 
   the Exploring and Teaching...Indiana’s National Lakeshore Summer Geography Institute 
   featuring every discipline from art through zoology about “da region”, historically and 
   geographically.  Join GENI in one of the many programs throughout the state! 
 
*  The National Council for Geographic Education Travel Exchange Task Force is sponsoring  
   a two-week trip to Northwestern Europe to give K-12 Geography educators an opportunity 
   to attend the International Geographical Congress in The Hague.  The IGC, held only once 
   every four years, will convene on Sunday, August 4, with closing ceremonies on Friday, 
   August 10.  Teachers will stay in the homes of Dutch educators while attending the 
Congress. 
   The group will then spend the following week touring the Cologne/Rhine area of Germany 
   and the northern part of France including the Brittany coast.  The cost, including airfare, is 
   anticipated to be under $2,500 per person and includes graduate credit from Indiana State 
   University.  For further information, contact Marcia Holstrom at the Center for Geographic 
   Education, San Jose State University, San Jose CA 95192-0116 or call her at (408)924-5497 
   or e-mail:  holstrom@sjsuvml.sjsu.edu. 
 
* GENI wishes to CONGRATULATE  the Indiana Council for the Social Studies and the 
   National Council for the Social Studies for another successful and dynamic annual  
   conference, which was held in Indianapolis April 25-27.  Watch future newsletters for more 
   details about next year’s conference.  If you want additional information about ICSS, contact 
   Denee Mattioli or Kathy Reppert at ICSS, C&I, 4115 LAEB, Purdue University, West 
   Lafayette IN  47907-1442 or call them at (317)494-9638. 
 
*  Nationally, Geography Awareness Week  was a great success!!  The Nissan Motor Corp.  
   donated $100,00 toward GAW 1995;  many newspapers published articles about GAW, 
   including the Indianapolis Star/News and most local newspapers, reaching over  most of the 
   state (approximately 5.2 million people).  The television show Jeopardy featured Geographic 
   categories and special announcements;  many local mayors and governors established GAW 
   via proclamations;  comic strips featured GAW themes (Luann);  more than 1,078 
workshops 
   nation-wide featured GAW topics;  and more than 36,500 teachers attended these workshops 
   directly influencing some 3 million students.  T-shirt day was a successful and fun day for 
   all involved;  and over 160,000 NGS GAW packets were mailed throughout the United  
   States, Candid and Puerto Rico.  Many local television and radio programs featured  
   segments about Geography Awareness Week.  Several state Geographic Alliances sponsored 
   contests and published newsletters featuring GAW.  NJ posted GAW posters in all rest 
   areas;  MN’s Meyer Dairy printed milk cartons with the GAW theme;  and DE printed 
   lunch bags about GAW for students.  Several schools sponsored GAW Fairs for parents 



   and community members.  And so much more happened that we cannot possibly tell you 
   about everything.  Just remember, YOU do make a difference!!! 

*  Geography Awareness Week for 1996 will focus on Geography:  Exploring a World of   Habitats, Seeing a  
   World of Difference.   Dates are November 17-23.  Plan now for exciting programs and student activities. 
   In order to receive a National Geographic Society GAW packet of materials (including posters, maps, and 
   creative teaching units and ideas), YOU must be a currently paid member of GENI. 
 
*  Tours of the Lost River Karst System, led by Bob Armstrong of the Lost River Conservation Association, 
   are free.  A 1996 schedule of tours is June 22, September 7 and October 12.  Call (317)926-4266 or 
   (317)253-6951 for more information. 
 
*  GENI would like to CONGRATULATE the Indiana Earth Science Teachers for establishing a dynamic 
   association and for publishing an informative newsletter.  If you are interested in this group, contact Ken 
   Coles, Dept. of Earth & Atmospheric Sciences, 1397 CIVL Bldg., Purdue University, West Lafayette IN 
   47907-1397 or call him at (317)494-0668. 
 
*  The Intercultural Communication Institute will offer three separate sessions during July & August addressing  
   intercultural and multicultural education, training, business counseling and consulting.  Topics range from  
   communication styles, teaching, perspectives, and conflicts.   For more information, contact the ICI at 8835 SW  
   Canyon Lane, Suite 238, Portland OR   97225 or call (503)297-4622, fax (503)297-4695,  
   e-mail:  ici@pacificu.edu. 
 
                                                                                               Kathleen Lamb Kozenski, Editor 
 
 
 

GENI wishes to recognize the following individuals  
for being selected to participate in out-of-state Summer Institutes: 

 
National Geographic Society’s  Bio-Diversity Geography Institute in Washington, D.C.: 
                                                                    Janis Coffman, Geography Teacher Consultant from Decatur 
                                                                    Ted Springer, Geography Teacher Consultant from Munster 
 
Temple University’s  “Finding A Way:  Reaching Young Women of Diverse Ethnic and Racial Backgrounds in  
Geography” in Philadelphia, PA: 
                                                                    Karen Grimes Cooper, Geography Teacher Consultant, Indianapolis 
 
Alabama Geographic Alliance’s Environmental Change Institute in Tuscaloosa, AL: 
                                                                    Berdena Walden, Geography Teacher Consultant, Evansville 
 
Michigan Geographic Alliance “The Automobile:  The Cause of the Changing American Landscape”  in 
Greenfield, MI utilizing the Henry Ford Museum: 
                                                                    Dennis Beadles, Geography Teacher Consultant, Evansville 
 
 Michigan Geographic Alliance “The Great Lakes Basin Water Project”  in Mount Pleasant, MI: 
                                                                     Betty Ellis, Geography Teacher Consultant, Indianapolis 
 
Alaska Geographic Alliance Advanced Summer Geography Institute on Wilderness in Anchorage, AK: 
                                                                    Rick Bein, GENI Executive Director, Indianapolis 
                                                                    Leon Bauman, Geography Teacher Consultant, Goshen 
                                                                    Dave Geyer, Geography Teacher Consultant, Elkhart 
                                                                    Sara Jackowiak, Geography Teacher Consultant, Elkhart 
                                                                    Grace Kovach, Geography Teacher Consultant, Valparaiso  
                                            
(additional individuals will be participating in activities around the country but were not certain, due to time conflicts, at the time this newsletter went to print) 
 



 

INDIANA GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS OF THE YEAR 
 
 
 

MARGARET HARSHFIELD 
One of  Indiana’s shining examples of a quality educator, Margaret was one of Indiana’s first Geography Teacher 
Consultants trained by the National Geographic Society in 1988.  She has coordinated and presented many 
workshops, conference sessions and inservice programs, and she served on the GENI Board of Directors.  She has 
been a classroom educator for over twenty years, an assistant principal, a principal and is presently the Elementary 
Social Studies Curriculum Coordinator for the New Albany/Floyd County Schools.  She has directed several three-
week Summer Geography Institutes on behalf of GENI over the past six years, and she has a reputation for 
listening, patience, kindness and enthusiasm.  Over the years as an educator, she has influenced many student 
teachers and many of her students.  Margaret believes in understanding one’s own place and environment before 
learning about another’s. 
 
 
 
BARBARA GEISS 
Barbara first became involved with GENI in 1992 when she participated in the three-week Valparaiso Summer 
Geography Institute.  She has been teaching for many years in the elementary school grade levels.  Her colleagues 
consider her to be a devoted and dedicated educator with lots of enthusiasm and energy, which she displays all day 
long every day while working with her students and while sharing her teaching strategies and techniques with her 
colleagues.  Also, her colleagues feel motivated to reach a higher plateau of instructional methods when exposed to 
her exuberance and positive attitude.  Not only does she devote much of her time to developing dynamic classroom 
activities, but she devotes time to teaching evening programs within her local church community where it becomes 
evident that she is genuinely concerned about the education and well-being of everyone’s students.  Barbara teaches 
at Washington Township School in Valparaiso;  she is most highly thought of by her students, her colleagues and 
administration due to her concern for her fellow human beings. 
 
 
 
JILL BOWMAN 
Jill became involved with GENI during the Summer Geography Institute of 1990;  since that time, she has 
coordinated and presented numerous inservices, multiple day workshops, one-week institutes, three-week institutes 
and a variety of alternative programs sponsored by GENI.  She has been a member of the GENI Board of Directors 
and is presently leading the Indianapolis Urban Geography Initiative, which is part of a national program 
developing outreach methods and resources to meet the needs of urban educators in terms of Geography education.  
This individual has traveled the U.S. extensively and has traveled to Costa Rica with the GENI Advanced Summer 
Geography Institute.  Although her favorite overseas experience has been a field tour of Israel.  She develops a 
variety of lesson plans and activities for her students and for her colleagues, and she creates informative and 
appropriate field experiences for her classroom.  She has taught for over twenty-five years within the Indianapolis 
Public Schools, specifically grades four through six.  Her enthusiasm and attitude for GENI and for Geography 
education are immeasurable.  Jill is considered one of the most reliable people working on behalf of Indiana’s 
educators to improve Geography throughout the state. 
 
 
 
CHUCK FORD 
Chuck has been teaching U.S. History and World Geography for over twenty-five years;  since his arrival at Carmel 
High School over ten years ago, a significant growth of the school system’s Geography program has taken place.  
In the early 1990’s, Carmel High School offered only a remedial course in Geography.  Believing that more 
students  



CHUCK FORD cont. 
needed Geographic knowledge and training, he investigated the need of a Geography program via student testing, 
and he, then, implemented a full year course writing the curriculum and teaching the materials.  Because of his 
outstanding effort and dedication, C.H.S. now needs nearly two full-time instructors to meet the demands for the 
Geography courses.  Not only is this individual a dynamic educator, he is an educator who attempts to empower his 
students by emphasizing quality work, organizational skills and self-discipline.  He has established the concept of 
Geography Learning Teams for his classroom which promotes student teamwork and encourages leadership and 
personal responsibility.  He has incorporated the latest technology and includes a number of field experiences, so, 
his students actually “live” Geography.  Chuck is honored for his dedication to enhancing Geography for all 
individuals with whom he comes into contact. 

 
DENNIS BEADLES 
Dennis has given much of his time, energy and will to the promotion of Geography in southwestern Indiana during 
the past five years.  He began working with GENI through a number of  Weekend Geography Workshops and 
inservices;  through his reputations as an outgoing participant and through his reputation as a developer of quality 
curriculum resources and lesson plans, GENI invited him to participate in an out-of-state Summer Geography 
Institute.  Giving up much of his summer, he agreed to become GENI’s Geography representative in the 
southwestern portion of the state, and since that time, he has been working non-stop directing and implementing a 
three-week Summer Geography Institute in Evansville, presenting inservices, serving on the GENI Board of 
Directors, encouraging his colleagues to become involved in a variety of Geography field experiences and 
programs, providing community knowledge about Geographical concepts, and enhancing his own style and others’ 
styles of teaching Geography to high school  students through a variety of disciplines, such as, science, chemistry, 
physics, government, history, economics and Geography.  This individual has become the most valuable 
educational resource in southwestern Indiana, and many individuals are benefiting from his expertise.  GENI is 
hopeful that his life will begin to revolve a little more slowly around Geography so that he has an opportunity for a 
real break.  Dennis is one of Indiana’s most treasured assets. 
 
 
 

INDIANA’S  OUTSTANDING  CONTRIBUTOR 
 TOWARD GEOGRAPHY  EDUCATION, 1996   

 
JAY  DOUTHIT 
In an effort to recognize Indiana’s hard-working educators, GENI began awarding Indiana Geography Teachers of 
the Year Awards in 1989.  Last year, the Nominating Committee, on behalf of the GENI Board of Directors, 
determined to begin recognizing individuals who have made an outstanding contribution to the promotion and 
establishment of quality, educational, dynamic and empowering Geography programs/resource materials;  these 
individuals may not be in direct daily contact with school life but do directly impact the strength of classroom 
curriculums.  This year, GENI wishes to recognize Jay Douthit, President of the George F. CRAM Company, Inc., 
based in Indianapolis.  Jay exemplifies the qualities that GENI seeks when searching for an individual to represent 
this award;  his grandfather founded the CRAM Company more than one-hundred and twenty-five years ago;  his 
father ran the company as he and his brother currently manage the company servicing the supplemental resource 
needs of classrooms throughout the state.  They have expanded their operations to include international sites.  Jay 
personally, and on behalf of CRAM, supports GENI in its endeavors through immeasurable in-kind support of 
globes, atlases, maps and resource kits and through financial assistance of a variety of programs.  Jay is always 
available to discuss ideas and programming;  he is quite involved with the Indiana educational community at all 
levels;  he believes in hard work and has made a special effort to dedicate time and energy toward Geography.  
GENI recognizes Mr. Jay Douthit, on behalf of the George F. CRAM Company, for his on-going outstanding 
contributions towards the enhancement of Geographic education in Indiana! 
 
 

GEOGRAPHY  EDUCATION  RESOURCES : 
 



• The National Geographic Society in conjunction with Apple Computers recently published a Geoguide lesson 
plan entitled The Old Ones, about the Anasazi of  America’s  Southwest.  The lesson plan is appropriate for 
students in grades 5-12 and incorporates many National Geography Standards. Write to the GENI office if you 
would like a copy of the four-page lesson. 

• For more information about the Ackerman Center for Democratic Citizenship resources and teacher programs, 
contact Charlie Mattioli at the School of Education, 4115 LAEB, Purdue University, West Lafayette IN  47906-
1442 or call (317)494-4755 or fax (317)496-2210. 

• For many student and educator opportunities incorporating historic landmarks and architecture into the 
classroom, contact Suzanne Stanis with the Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana at 340 West Michigan 
Street, Indianapolis IN 46202-3204 or call (317)639-4534 or fax (317)639-6734. 

• Another local resource for educators of youth or adults with disabilities is the Very Special Arts Indiana,  with 
a variety of arts festival resources, artisans, videos, and hands-on materials for the classroom.  Write to them at 
1605 East 86th Street, Indianapolis IN 46240-2358 or call (317)253-5504 or fax (317)257-3628 or             TDD 
(317)253-5592. 

• The Center for Teaching International Relations has a new catalog delineating their publications addressing 
K+ curriculum needs:  China, American Indians, Europe, Africa, Maps, Environment, Multiculturalism, 
Posters,...  In order to obtain a copy of the catalog, call CTIR at 1-800-967-2847 or  write to them at the 
University of Denver, Colorado Seminary, 2199 South University Boulevard, Denver CO  80208. 

• The Children’s Museum of Indianapolis, the world’s largest children’s museum, has available a number of 
activities and resources for school groups and teachers.  Contact the Museum at (317)920-2030 or write to PO 
Box 3000, Indianapolis IN 46206-3000. 

• “Science Across America”, a series of resource materials / curriculum ideas and lesson plans about  science 
throughout the United States;  also available are “Science Across Asia”, “Science Across Europe”, “Science 
Across the World”, ...  For more information contact Kathleen Roskos, John Carroll University, Dept. of 
Education & Allied Studies, 20700 North Park Boulevard, University Heights, Cleveland OH 44118 or call 
(216)397-4695 or fax (216)397-3045. 

• A guide, which is co-published by the National Clearinghouse for U.S.-Japan Studies and the ERIC 
Clearinghouse for Social Studies/Social Science Education (ERIC/ChESS), about teaching materials on Japan 
is available via e-mail:  japan@indiana.edu.  The Guide to Teaching Materials on Japan is a database of 
resources on “how” to teach Japan in the classroom.  The guide is $4.00 per copy plus $1.00 shipping and 
handling.  To obtain a copy, send an e-mail message or write to ERIC/ChESS, 2805 East 10th Street, Suite 120, 
Bloomington IN 47408-2698 or call (812)855-3838 or fax (812)855-0455. 

• The Japanese Studies Program at Earlham College in Richmond, IN has a variety of programs and resource 
materials available for teachers;  contact Erika Sebens at (317)983-1649 for more information. 

• The U.S. Department of Education has available a publication  regarding the NAEP 1994 Geography:  A First 
Look, Findings from the National Assessment of Educational Progress.  The document reports the statistical 
findings of our nation’s students and adults knowledge in Geography.  Write to the USDOE in Washington DC 
20208-5653 for a copy of the document. 

• Cobblestone Publishing has a variety of magazines available for students in grades 4-12:  American History via 
Cobblestone magazines, Science via Odyssey magazines, World History via Calliope magazines, and World 
Cultures via Faces magazines.  Cost is minimal.  For a copy of their catalog, call 1-800-821-0115 9a.m. - 5p.m. 
Eastern Standard Time.  Or fax a request to (603)924-7380. 

• Several Pen Pal Sources are available:  KidsArt, International Art Exchange, KidsArt Project, PO Box 274, 
Dept. L93, Mt.Shasta CA 96067 or call (916)926-5076;  International Pen Pal Kit, call 1-800-penpal-u;  Pen 
Pal Kids Around the World, c/o World View Publications, PO Box 3875, Carmel CA 93921 or call (415)435-
9553;  World Pen Pals, International Institute of Minnesota, 1694 Como Avenue, St. Paul MN 55108 or call 
(612)647-0191 or fax (612)647-9268. 

• Educator’s Edge is a newsletter for Tourism and Geography educators and students.  Also available are 
country and state reports;   they can be purchased in regional packets in the Travel Around the World series 
or in a complete set in binders, on software or on CD ROM.  Available from Weissmann Travel Reports, PO 
Box 49279, Austin TX 78765 or call 1-800-776-0720x102 or fax (512)320-0016. 


