
 
 
 
 
 
May 5, 2002 
TO:  GENI Paid Membership 
FROM:  GENI Home Office 
 
ITEMS TO NOTE: 
As you know, GENI is a not-for-profit organization existing solely on your charitable 
contributions.  But GENI needs you now more than ever!  The GENI Board of Directors 
extends its gratitude to you, your colleagues, the Governor’s Office, the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction’s Office, and the General Assembly for continued support.  Working 
with many public and private entities around the state and country, the Geography 
Educators’ Network of Indiana has facilitated real, documented, positive change for Social 
Studies Education that is nationally respected.   
 
GENI was established in 1983 when concerned educators and citizens realized the lack of 
geographic literacy expressed by their students and children.  With support from the Indiana 
Legislature via the Indiana Department of Education, GENI has almost tripled the legislative 
contributions utilizing the state monies as leverage to secure national grants.  Dynamic and 
innovative programs have been offered directly to over 3,127 kindergarten through post-
secondary educators throughout the state, and those educators have shared information with 
countless colleagues and with approximately 200, 000 students.  The Geography Education 
Newsletter is sent to 3,900 individuals around the state and beyond;  the GENI web site is 
visited by hundreds of educators each semester seeking professional development opportunities, 
classroom ideas reflecting the National Geography Standards and the Indiana Social Studies 
Academic Standards (which were rated A+ by the Fordham Foundation review for geographical 
content  - Indiana being only one of two states to receive such a rating), and updates about the 
direction in which geography education will take.  Over two-thirds of Indiana counties have a 
professionally trained “Geography Teacher Consultant” as recognized by the National 
Geographic Society and GENI.  In order to affectively educate our youth to become viable 
participants in their international future, we must have creative, appropriate, and accurate 
professional development opportunities for educators.  National and international investors look 
positively toward a citizenship rich in Geographic literacy. 
 
It is because of your support that Social Studies Education (GEOGRAPHY) in the state of 
Indiana has improved student performance, enhanced teacher training, and gained national 
recognition.   
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
⇒ CONGRATULATIONS to the 100 finalists in the Indiana Geographic Bee!  See the 

enclosed listing of the top 100 and the final 10 competitors.  A televised version of the 
Indiana Geographic Bee will be shown on WFYI TV 20, PBS, May 26 at 2:30 p.m.  The 
televised version will also be shown on regional PBS sites, the Educational Access Channel, 
SkyTrek Weather Network, and WTBU Butler University’s station (consult local listings).  
The competition was exciting and challenging;  IUPUI was a gracious host;  and Chris 
Wright, Meteorologist with WTHR Channel 13, was grand as the final round moderator.  
We wish Erik Bolt “Good Luck and Good Recall” as he competes in the National 
Geographic Bee, May 21-22.  THANK YOU to the entire staff, students, family members, 
educators, Dr. Reed, and IUPUI staff for making the 2002 Indiana Bee a great success!!!! 

⇒ GENI’s Long Range Planning Meeting will be held Friday and Saturday, May 31 – June 
1 at Taylor University in Upland, Indiana.  If you are interested in attending, contact Roger 
Jenkinson at (765)998-5323. 



⇒ GENI will sponsor a summer institute June 10-14, 2001, entitled “GEOTECH”.  The Institute will be held at 
IUPUI, and three graduate credit hours in Geography will be available.  Residential accommodations are available 
for those not commuting.  Highlights include Indiana satellite imagery and interpretation, work with NASA’s 
Mission Geography, GIS, GPS, and a field experience to the Brownsburg Challenger Center.  See the enclosed 
announcement and registration form.  Visit the GENI web site for an itinerary. 

⇒ GENI will host an Interdisciplinary Institute, July 8-11 and September 14 at Taylor University.  The 
Interdisciplinary Institute will focus on state and national Geography standards, GIS, Geography of Sport/ 
Religion/Olympics/Music/Life & Death/Economics/Population/History/Politics/Ethnicity/International Business.    
Two or three graduate credit hours in Geography are available.  See the enclosed announcement for registration 
details.   

⇒ Color It Green!  Explore Tasmania and New Zealand with Dorothy Drummond.  See the enclosed information 
for additional details. 

⇒ GENI’s Advance Board Meeting will be held Saturday, August 24 at the Indiana Historical Society from 8:30 
a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  All are invited to participate.  Contact the GENI office with questions or concerns. 

⇒ The annual GEOFEST conference is scheduled for Friday evening and Saturday, October 11-12 at McCormick’s 
Creek State Park.  The event marks the annual opportunity for geography educators to meet with their colleagues 
and to share ideas, learn new classroom ideas, and interact with geographers.  Space is limited.  See the enclosed 
registration form. 

⇒ The campus of IUPUI will host an “Explore IUPUI” day, Saturday, October 12.  Events highlight literature, field 
research, art, theatre, foods, academic programs, and much more.  Programs will occur over the entire campus for 
the entire day!  Watch the GENI Newsletter or the GENI web site for details as they become available.  Rick Bein, 
Jill Bowman, and Karen Grimes Cooper will host a Family Geography Challenge, before and after lunch.  This 
activity encourages families to work together to better understand local, state, national, and international current 
events.  More information will be available in late summer. 

⇒ The National Council for Geographic Education’s annual conference will be held in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 
October 16-19.  Watch the NCGE web site at http://www.ncge.org for further details.  An application form will be 
available via the GENI web site upon availability. 

⇒ Watch the GENI Newsletter and web site for announcements about Geography Awareness Week workshops, to be 
held around the state, in the fall of 2002.  The 2002 theme for national GAW is “public lands”. 

 
Editor:  Kathleen Lamb Kozenski 
Contributors:  Eve Ensley and Carole Mayrose 
Web Site Management:  Scott Mickey and Hilary Steinhardt 
 

 
Congratulations to the Indiana Geography Teachers of the Year! 

All are noted for their leadership in (Social Studies) Geographic education, creativity, positive student 
and parent interactions, and respect among colleagues. 

 

Glenna Myers, Meadow’s Edge Elementary School, Goshen 
Michael Crull, West Jay Middle School, Muncie 

Mark McKay, Salem High School, Salem 
……………………………………………………………………………….. 

Congratulations to the Indiana “Legion of Honor” Geography Education recipient! 
Dr. Jenkinson received the second “Legion of Honor” Award from the GENI Board of Directors.  This 

award is the highest form of recognition acknowledging an individuals personal and professional 
contributions toward the promotion of outstanding Geography education. 

 
Dr. Roger Jenkinson, Taylor University, Upland 



Geography Resources: 

 To download black-line maps of the world 
or its many regions, please visit the 
National Geographic Society, 1145 17th 
Street NW, Washington DC 20036-4688, 
www.nationalgeographic.com 

 City of Indianapolis/Marion County GIS 
Team, 200 East Washington Street, Suite 
2441, Indianapolis IN 46204, ATTN:  
Layne Young, (317)327-3199, 
www.IndyGov.org/gis/newsandevents/exte
rnal/external.htm, lyoung@IndyGov.org Or 
visit the ESRI International GIS Day web 
site at www.gisday.com for more ideas. 

 For copies of the latest Social Studies 
Academic Standards, contact the Indiana 
Department of Education, #229 State 
House, Indianapolis IN 46204-2798, or 
visit their web site at 
<//ideanet.doe.state.in.us> for 
downloadable versions. 

 The Indiana Geological Survey has 
produced a great 2002 poster-sized 
calendar depicting a three-dimensional 
topographic relief of the state.  Contact 
Jeff Kirby at Education Extension, 915 
East 11th Street, Indiana University, 
Bloomington IN 47405, (812)855-1337, 
<//adamite.igs.Indiana.edu/index.htm> or 
e-mail him at jekirby@indiana.edu  

 Many diverse resources about Indiana can 
be obtained from the Indiana Historical 
Bureau, located at 140 North Senate 
Avenue, Room 408, Indianapolis IN 
46204-2296, or telephone (317)232-2535, 
or web site <www.IN.gov/history>:  
government, native peoples, women’s 
issues, settlement, leisure activities, 
commerce,… 

 The latest U.S. and World Census Data 
are available from the U.S. Census 
Bureau, along with a variety of suggested 
classroom activities, maps, and books.  
Visit their web site at <www.census.gov> 
or call Kim Crews, Census in Schools 
Program Manager, (301)457-8565 or 
request school information via e-mail 
kcrews @census.gov. 

 A limited reprint of Indiana Partners for 
Good Citizenship guide is available 
through the Indiana Department of 
Education web site <www.doe. 
state.in.us> in a pdf format OR through 
participation in a roundtable series.  See 

the announcement below regarding the 
roundtables. 

 


