
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 15, 1999      
 
TO:  GENI Membership 
FROM:  GENI Home Office 
 
ITEMS TO NOTE: 
∗ THANKS to the National Geographic Society for sending a free, updated, laminated 

world map to every school in the United States to start the 1998/1999 school year!!!   As 
an initial step in map use, a series of lesson plans was posted on the NGS web site to 
supplement map skills development:  http://www.nationalgeographic.com/ 
education/mapskills. 

∗ Did you know that the Indiana Urban Geography Initiative can provide a Family 
Geography Challenge workshop for your school?  The FGC is a great way to encourage 
students and their families in increasing their current global affairs and geographic 
education awareness!  Contact Jill Bowman, (317)842-8039, for more details and to 
arrange a Family Geography Challenge event at your school. 

∗ Friday, April 9 is the date for the Indiana Geography Bee to be held at IUPUI’s 
Lecture Hall from 12:00 p.m. until about 5:00 p.m.  Contact Kathy Kozenski at 
(317)274-8879 for more information. 

∗ St. Mary-of-the-Woods College will host a Weekend Geography Workshop for 
educators from throughout the state, April 16-18.  See the enclosed flier for information. 

∗ Purdue University’s Ackerman Center will host a one-day program on Friday, April 16, 
focusing on “Conflicts and Responsibilities:  Current Lessons from the Holocaust” 
from 9:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.  The program is open to educators and students.  Contact 
Kathy Reppert at (765)494-9638 for more details. 

∗ The International Geographical Union, Commission on Geographical Education, and the 
Gilbert M. Grosvenor Center for Geographic Education will sponsor an International 
Conference on Research in Geographic Education to be held in San Marcos, TX, 
May 20-23, 1999.  Topics include spatial cognition, map learning, curriculum, 
textbooks, learning materials, learning theory, assessment/evaluation, gender issues, 
distance and non-traditional learning, environmental psychology and education.  A pre-
conference field excursion to Big Bend National Park will take place also.  For more 
information, contact the Grosvenor Center at (512)245-1823 or JB42@swt.edu;  or visit 
the web site at http://www.geo.swt.edu/grosvenor. 

∗ GENI will host its Long Range Planning Meeting to be held at Taylor University in 
Upland, IN, June 4-5;  contact Roger Jenkinson at (765)998-5323 if you are interested in 
attending. 

∗ In June of 1999, Toyota International Teacher Education Program will sponsor a trip to 
Japan for full-time, secondary educators from California, Indiana, Kentucky and West 
Virginia.  ALL EXPENSES PAID!!!  Contact the Toyota International Teacher 
Program, Institute of International Education, 1400 K Street NW, Washington DC 
20005-2403;  (877)TEACHJP. 

∗ Once again, GENI will sponsor a “teacher travel exchange” experience to Australia, 
June 20-July 20;  Dorothy Drummond will lead the trip which highlights Sydney, 
Melbourne, Adelaide, Alice Springs, Brisbane, Cairns, Canberra and many natural and 
cultural experiences in between.  Graduate credit is available.  See the enclosed 
announcement for more information.



∗ During the summer of 1999, GENI will sponsor a three-week field experience to Mexico’s Yucatan Peninsula, 
June 30-July 21;  educators from throughout the state are “welcome”.  Graduate credit is available;  see the 
enclosed itinerary, application, cost and credit registration details.  Contact Denis Mudderman, Director for the 
Institute, at (812)8237-2255 or send him an e-mail at gedenis@scifac.indstate.edu.  Visit the colorful institute 
web site at http://www.indstate.edu/gedenis/maya. 

∗ CIRES (Cooperative Institute for Research in Environmental Sciences) will sponsor a one-week workshop for 
educators to investigate Earth System Sciences, including experience in designing and conducting small 
research projects.  The workshop is for pre-service and new in-service educators interested in teaching 
secondary science.  For further information, contact Jack Ganse, CIRES, Campus Box 216, University of 
Colorado, Boulder CO 80309 or call (303)492-5657 or e-mail jganse@earthlink.net.  The workshop will take 
place June 20-25 at the Balarat Center;  space is limited. 

∗ Purdue University’s Ackerman Center will host a two-week summer institute from July 11-24 on the Purdue 
campus;  the theme for the institute is “civic education”.   Contact Kathy Reppert at (765)494-9638 or check 
out the web site at http://www.soe.purdue.edu/ackerman/ 

∗ GENI will host its Advance Board Meeting August 28 at IUPUI’s Cavanaugh Hall room #438 from 8:30 a.m. 
- 1:00 p.m.  All are “welcome”!  For directions, contact the GENI office at the telephone number above. 

∗ GENI will sponsor a Friday evening and Saturday conference for educators which focuses on the holocaust;  
the event will be held at Taylor University in Upland, Indiana.  Watch future GENI Newsletters for date and 
registration information. 

∗ The 1999 National Council for Geographic Education Annual Conference will be held in Boston, November 
3-6;  see the enclosed announcement for more details. 

∗ GENI will host its Strategic Planning Board Meeting December 3-4, at the Indianapolis Holiday Inn Express 
Northeast;  contact Jill Bowman for attendance information at (317)842-8039. 

∗ Looking ahead to next academic year, GENI plans to provide several workshops for Indiana educators focusing 
on the following topics:  multiple intelligences approach to geographic education, technology, and the 
Yucatan Peninsula.  Watch future GENI Newsletters for dates, locations, and registration information.  Also, 
GENI will host a two-week summer geography institute during June/July of 2000;  three hours of graduate 
credit in geography will be available through IUPUI.  The site and exact dates of the institute will be 
announced in the fall of 1999;  the institute will focus on physical and human systems, as well as, Indiana 
geography.  Teaching geography through the methodology of multiple intelligences will be highlighted during 
the institute, along with the Yucatan Peninsula and exotic species impacts on the Great Lakes environment 
(zebra mussels, for example). 

 
 
 
 

 
The DAY of SIX BILLION 

 
The Earth will reach an unprecedented milestone in the fall of 1999;  world population will reach 
6,000,000,000!  Mind boggling!  What a great topic for students to research during this year’s Earth 
Week Celebrations.  In order to facilitate population education, Zero Population Growth, Inc. has 
available several resources.  For more information, visit their web-site at PopEd@zpg.org or call 1-800-
767-1956 and talk with Pamela Wasserman.  Another great resource for population information and 
statistics is the Population Reference Bureau.  Visit their web-site at prb.org/prb/. This milestone is a 
great opportunity to address many topics with your students and to incorporate the National Geography 
Standards into your classroom. 
 

 



Resources in Geography:  (with an Earth Day/Week , web-site appeal) 
{special “thanks” to Sarah Witham Bednarz of the Texas Geographic Alliance for continually updating Alliance Coordinators 
as to potentially valuable web-sites pertaining to geographic education} 
 
 
⇒ The National Geographic 

Society, in conjunction with 
Microsoft Encarta 99 has 
published a lesson plan 
entitlted, Preparing for 
Popocatepetl, about a 
volcano located near Mexico 
City.  The lesson highlights 
the January, 1999 article 
addressing “the Smoking 
Mountain’s” relationship 
with the residents.  The 
lesson focuses on grades 5-9 
but may be adapted easily.  
For a copy, write to the 
GENI office at the address 
on the back of this 
Newsletter. 

⇒ Financial contributions may 
be made to the Indiana 
Nongame and Endangered 
Wildlife Program which 
provides a wealth of 
educational opportunities for 
teachers and students, such 
as Project WILD.  This 
program also coordinates the 
River Otter and Peregrine 
Falcon Programs around the 
state.  Donations are the only 
way this program can 
currently be funded.  Yet 
another opportunity for your 
students to really become 
involved with their 
environment.  For more 
information, contact Kathy 
Quimbach, Nongame 
Information Specialist, 
Division of Fish & Wildlife, 
402 West Washington 
Street, Room W273, 
Indianapolis IN 46204 or 
call (317)232-4080. 

⇒ Real-time and historical data 
on discharge values and 
river height for select U.S. 
rivers via satellite are 

available at http://h2o.usgs. 
gov/public/realtime.html. 

⇒ A national index of water-
shed indicators (water 
“wellness”) at http://www. 
epa.gov.surf/iwi/ Locate 
your watershed at www.epa. 
gov/surf/locate/index.html. 

⇒ Inland waterways 
resources and educational 
opportunities may be found 
at http://www.irpt.com/ 
education.htm. 

⇒ The University of Wisconsin 
facilitates a NSF sponsored 
weekly newsletter high- 
lighting interesting sites in 
the sciences, humanities, and 
social sciences:  the “Scout 
Report”.  Users can 
subscribe to this weekly 
newsletter at http://scout.cs. 
wisc.edu/Scout/report/ 
current/.  This site is geared 
toward college level 
individuals, possibly, AP 
high school students would 
be interested.  “Homework 
Central” archives sites for 
the pre-12 and college level 
individual:  
http://www.home 
workcentral.com/ 

⇒ WTECH EDUCATIONAL 
GATEWAY (http://www. 
wtech.co.uk) is an 
interactive site for students 
of all grades which 
addresses different “parts” 
of the world (currently Hong 
Kong, China, Taiwan, Japan, 
Australia, the Bahamas, 
Bangladesh, Cuba, Egypt, 
Florida, Hawaii, India, 
Jamaica, Niger, Oman, 
Saudi Arabia, Libya, 
Malaysia, Mali, Mexico, 
United Arab Emirates, the 

Atlantic Ocean, the Pacific 
Ocean, Singapore, 
Mauritania, Myanmmar, and 
Morocco).  The Wtech site 
for each area highlighted is 
divided into different areas:  
geography, ...art,...photo 
galleries.  This is a great site 
to “spring-board” your 
students into a subject and to 
still maintain focus. 

⇒ Up-to-date weather data 
from the nearest  weather 
station at “Intellicast”, http:// 
www.wunderground.com:80
/View the current surface 
weather map from the 
“Weather Channel” at 
www.weather.com/weather/
maps/current/curwx_440x 
275.html.  And track 
storms at the “Intellicast 
National Radar” site 
www.intellicast. 
com/weather/usa/radar.  All 
tv live radars in the country 
plus more are available at 
www.theweathercenter.com. 

⇒ The Discovery Channel now 
maintains “Earth Alert”, a 
weekly-updated world map 
indicating locations of recent 
climatic, geologic and 
natural extremes, http:// 
www.discovery.com/news/ 
earthalert/earthalert.html.  
This site also provides three 
“games”:  tectonic timeline;  
hurricane maker;  and 
meteor showers, www. 
discovery. com/stories/ 
nature/games/ games.html. 



 
1999-2000 Geography Awareness Theme 

 
Geography and Technology:   

Think the WORLD of Your Community 
 

Teachers and students across the nation will take part in activities and events that extend throughout the 
year.  The kickoff celebrations will take place during the 13th annual Geography Awareness Week, 

November 14-20, 1999. 
This year’s theme will focus on the idea that new technology affects, or newly defines, the idea of 

community.  Communities have become geographically larger, thanks to new communications 
technologies such as the Internet, e-mail, cell phones, fax, and overnight mail.  Community services, such 
as emergency response systems, water services, city planning and waste disposal, are more efficient and 
streamlined, thanks to Geographic Information Systems (GIS) computer technology.  Through activities 

and events designed for this year’s outreach efforts, students and the general public will have a better 
understanding of how geography is utilized every day in each of our lives! 

The National Geographic Society will prepare theme-related materials for teachers and students designed 
to get the word out about the importance of geography education.  These fun, engaging activities will be 

adaptable to all grade levels and will involve support from parents, the media, community services, 
organizations and businesses.  The packet will be distributed free of charge to the Geographic Alliance 
Network and to teachers who call to request the packet, while supplies last.  The 1999 packets will be 

available in June to allow teachers to plan for the fall.  All GENI paid members will receive a packet as 
part of their membership.  Additional activities and information related to the technology theme will be 

provided throughout the year via the NGS web site at www.nationalgeographic.com. 
 

 
 
Past Indiana Geography Teacher of the Year Awardees: 
 
  elementary  middle   high  Friends of Geography  
87-88  Vickey McCorckle Janis Coffman  Jeff Vest 
88-89  Anne Gardner  Tammy Munson Diane Johnson 
     Bea Sousa 
89-90  Frank Vernallis  Diane Black  Orvil Schlatter 
  Constance Green 
90-91  Barbara Harrison Patrick Rea  Donald Ray 
  Judy Sidenbender 
91-92  Jean Marr  Ruth Baize  Charlie Bowman 
92-93  Ruth Johnston  Beth Steinert  Lou Camilotto 
93-94  Gretchen Paprocki Mary Knarr  Mary Ann Bolinger 
94-95  Marlene Burns  Karen Grimes Cooper Dave Geyer  Mary Fortney/IDOE 
95-96  Barbara Geiss  Jill Bowman  Dennis Beadles  Jay Douthit/CRAM 
  Margaret Harshfield    Chuck Ford 
96-97  Diane Erickson  Ted Springer  Trevor Smith  Amy Orr & Dorothy 
  Theresa Gottbrath       Drummond/SMWC 
97-98  Nancy Schwer  Ron Woodward  Anna Zervos  Pat Gillogly & Nancy 
           Wolfe/IJHS 
 
 



Exploring and Teaching ... Indiana and Aviation 
 

Exploring and Teaching ... Indiana and Aviation is the fourth collaborative residential institute developed 
by the Indiana Historical Society/Indiana Junior Historical Society incorporating the environment, 
technology, history, and geography of Indiana into classroom materials for the everyday curriculum.  The 
1999 institute is a collaborative effort of the IHS/IJHS and the Indiana Department of Education.  The 
institute will focus on Indiana’s rich aviation history and the economic impact created by aviation 
industries in Indiana.  It will highlight the global importance of Hoosier manufactured goods, materials, 
services and technology. 
 
The three-day residential institute will be based in Indianapolis and tentative field sites include the 
Indianapolis International Airport, FedEx, Raytheon, American Trans Air, Indiana Department of 
Commerce, and Rolls-Royce Allison Museum.  Sites are chosen to bring educators together with 
interpreters and/or professionals who can share a broad scope of applications and knowledge with 
participants.  This arrangement affords the sites an opportunity to train educators in detail and to become 
collaborative partners in the creation and preparation of classroom materials distributed throughout 
Indiana. 
 
The institute is open to pre-service and in-service educators.  Participants will work in teams to develop 
lesson plans and units for elementary, middle and high school grade levels.  Field sites will provide 
personnel and expertise for intense site interpretation.  Other research opportunities will be available to 
supplement information presented during daily field experiences.  Evening programs will incorporate the 
arts with history, science, and culture of the area and offer participants a preview of entertaining and 
engaging programs available for schools and/or classrooms.  Sites and resources chosen for the institute 
offer programming or educational opportunities for students. 
 
Copies of all material developed during the institute are distributed to participants, sites, and program 
presenters.  The institute will offer one hour of graduate credit in Geography through IUPUI;  cost to 
participants is $150.00 plus technology and student fees through the IUPUI on-line summer session 
catalog (G830).  IHS/IJHS will cover the cost of meals, accommodations (double occupancy), class 
materials, transportation, programs, and technology. 
 
Dr. Artimus Keiffer will be the IUPUI faculty instructor for the course.  IJHS Assistant Director, Pat 
Gillogly, IHS Director of Educational and Public Programming, Trina Nelson Thomas, and IDOE 
Economics Education Consultant, Chris McGrew, will coordinate the institute. 
 
To learn more about the institute or to obtain an application, contact Pat Gillogly at (317)233-4549.  
Application deadline is May 7, 1999. 
 



Exploring and Teaching ... Indiana and Aviation 
tentative schedule 

 
 
Sunday, July 25, 1999 
1:00 p.m. Indiana Historical Society:  registration, welcome, orientation, team assignments, and 
  graduate credit requirements clarification 
2:00  Explore IHS exhibitions with focus on “High Flying Hoosiers”, work with site facilitators 
  Trina, Chris and Art. 
5:00  Hotel check-in 
6:00  Dinner on site 
7:00  Keynote speaker:  George Mickelsons, Chairman, Amtran, Inc. 
9:00  Team time 
 
 
Monday, July 26 
7:00 a.m. Breakfast and overview of daily plans 
8:00  Travel - tour of Raytheon 
10:30  Travel - tour of Rolls-Royce Allison Museum 
12:30 p.m. Lunch 
1:30  Travel - tour of American Trans Air (ATA), ATA Training Facility 
4:30  Return to hotel 
6:00  Dinner 
7:30  Panel discussion with Indiana Department of Commerce, Indiana Department of Environmental \ 
  Management, and Indiana Department of Transportation 
8:30  Team time 
 
 
Tuesday, July 27 
7:00 a.m. Breakfast and overview of daily plans 
8:00  Travel - tour of Indianapolis International Airport and FedEx 
12:30 p.m. Lunch 
1:30  Return to classroom to complete lesson plans 
5:00  Dinner at Hummingbird Flight School, final comments, event evaluation, presentation of 
certificates  
  of completion, distribution of lesson materials, depart. 
 
 
For additional resource information: 
 
Walking the Hardwood, by The Printing Company of Indianapolis, 1997;  a historical perspective of the current Raytheon 
complex from its beginnings in 1940 to declassification and privatization in 1997.  Contact The Indiana Creative Arts, 5814 
Beechwood Avenue, Indianapolis IN 46219 for a copy, which is $6.00. 
 
Indiana Historical Society - www.indianahistory.com 
ATA - www.ata.com 
Raytheon, formerly Hughes Aircraft, formerly Naval Air Warfare & Weapons Center -  
 www.nawc-ad-indy.mil/ 
Rolls-Royce Allison Museum - www.allison.com 
Indiana Department of Commerce - www.state.in.us/doc/ 
Indiana Department of Environmental Management - www.state.in.us/idem/ 
Indiana Department of Transportation - www.state.in.us/dot/ 
Indianapolis International Airport - www/indianapolisairport.com 
 
 



 

1999 Environmental Science Institute for Indiana Teachers:   
Watersheds, Wetlands, and Streams      June 14-25, 1999 
 
Sponsored by Purdue University’s Departments of Curriculum & Instruction and Earth & Atmospheric Sciences with a grant 
from the Indiana Commission for Higher Education. 
 
This year’s institute will focus on environmental concepts, issues, and research surrounding the management of wetlands and 
watersheds.  In addition to their ecological significance, wetlands play important and often unappreciated roles in flood 
reduction, groundwater recharge, water quality protection, and recreation.  The destruction of wetlands has numerous 
environmental impacts, however, once drained, former wetland areas can become highly productive agricultural areas, or 
prime real estate for development.  Participants will learn about wetlands concepts and issues utilizing the Celery Bog as a case 
study.   
 
Burnett Creek in Battle Ground will introduce participants to stream ecology and water quality issues within a watershed.  A 
creek, like Burnett Creek, may flow into a river located within a larger watershed area, like the Wabash River.  Thus, large 
watersheds are comprised of subwatersheds.  In many areas of Indiana, the water quality of large watersheds is impacted by 
water that drains directly into it and also by the water quality of the subwatersheds.  The concepts of point source and nonpoint 
source pollution will be studied in relation to watershed distribution and water quality utilizing Lafayette’s diverse water 
system as an example. 
 

Contact Jim McDonald, Institute Coordinator, at jimmc@purdue.edu, for information. 
Or visit the web-site highlighting institute details at http://uval.eas.purdue.edu/eisen/EHome.html 

 
 
 

Using Local Geoenvironmental Research Projects to Achieve National Science 
Education Standards:  A Pilot Summer Course for In-Service Teachers 
 
Sponsored by the Center of Earth and Environmental Studies, IUPUI, and Purdue University’s Departments of Curriculum & 
Instruction and Earth & Atmospheric Sciences with a grant from the National Science Foundation. 
 
This pilot short course will model teaching through the use of local problem-oriented research.  Middle school and high school 
educators will experience how science education standards and goals can be integrated into their own teaching through 
student, team-based research.  Local geoenvironmental issues, background data, and general information for the Crooked 
Creek Watershed in Indianapolis will be shared with the participants, who will, then, act as science consultants and write 
proposals to further investigate geoenvironmental concerns of their choosing.  Guest speakers from the scientific community as 
well as stakeholders associated with the Crooked Creek Watershed will address the class.  Groups will, then, analyze all 
information, prepare reports, and make recommendations about the C.C. Watershed.  Groups will also prepare an instructional 
plan to take their research approach to a classroom setting.  Interaction among peers, community leaders, scientists, and course 
instructors will enhance the participants ability to integrate national science standards and appropriate scientific methodology 
and research into their classrooms. 
 
The course will be based out of IUPUI;  participants will receive a stipend, plus, at no cost, 3 graduate credits in Science and 1 
graduate credit in Education upon completion of the program.  The summer portion of the program runs from July 12 through 
July 30, 1999.  Academic year meeting dates include a Friday/Saturday in April, 1999;  a Friday/Saturday in fall, 1999;  one 
day in the spring of 2000;  and attendance at the HASTI Conference, 2000. 
 

Visit the institute’s web-site at http://uval.eas/purdue.edu/afge/linkfront.html 
for additional details and an application 

 


