
Excerpts from prairie warbler field notes from the 1950s and1960s 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Documents preserved from 30 yr. study of the dark-eyed junco 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Archived prairie warbler field notes from the1950’s and 1960’s 
Previously only in paper format, now preserved in digital format and 
available online.  Documents are text searchable 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Behavioral data - management, archiving, and sharing: 
 advantages of using a campus library online repository    

 

Eric Snajdr 
University Library, Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis 

ABSTRACT: An often-overlooked aspect of scientific 
research in animal behavior has been the preservation of 
data and gray literature (unpublished products) that lie 
behind the scenes of the research.  If preserved, many of 
these materials could likely be of use to the present and 
future scientific community.  Institutional repositories of 
college and research libraries can play an important role in 
this regard.   Unlike lab web pages, institutional 
repositories provide a permanent location for research 
products.  Files are stored in optimal formats and are 
managed such that access will be possible far into the 
future.  In addition, repositories provide support for the 
creation of descriptive information (metadata) for making 
mounted works findable by others (e.g. through search 
engines).  Restrictions on access (embargo periods) can 
be placed.  A research lab at Indiana University is using 
their campus institutional repository to archive data and 
gray literature from long-term studies on songbird 
behavior.  Examples of items preserved are protocols, 
yearly goals, and field notes.  The group is currently 
working to preserve various data, summaries, and media 
related to their research.        

What is an Institutional Repository? 
Many colleges and university campus libraries have an 
Institutional Repository (IR).  An IR is an online, open access 
collection of scholarly products produced by an institution. 
 

What types of documents can be housed in an IR? 
Digital documents of a wide variety of formats may be 
mounted in an IR.  Traditional research products (research 
articles) may be included, but the IR can accept data, sound/
video files, unpublished work (gray literature) such as 
presentations, posters, lab protocols, theses and 
dissertations. 

Advantages of using an IR  
1. Fulfills archiving and sharing function as described in 
NSF Data Management Plan guidelines 
2. Long term preservation 

•  Stable/permanent site for the products of research 
•  Documents are managed by the library such that if file 

formats change library staff will work to maintain the 
items in formats that are retrievable and readable, each 
document given a permanent URL. 

•  Items will persist for use by the research community for 
perpetuity.  

3. Secure, backed up storage 
4. Increases accessibility to your research 

•  Documents in an institutional repository are open 
access (open to the world with no fee).   

5. Increases discovery of your research 
•  Documents are findable via search engines.  
•  Descriptive information (metatdata) is assigned to each 

item enhancing discovery through search engines.  Data 
files, for example can be assigned a title, abstract, 
author, keywords, subjects and other categories such 
that another researcher can locate and interpret what 
the file contains.  

•   In some formats (e.g. pdf files) the full text of the 
documents can be made searchable 

Example 
The Ketterson/Nolan lab at  Indiana University is using their 
campus IR, IUScholarWorks, to archive and share various 
unpublished products of their research.  The group has 
preserved protocols, yearly goals, and field notes of long term 
studies on songbird behavior. Future plans include the 
preservation of various electronic datasets as well as 
educational media. 


