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Team Canada Wins World Championship  

 This summer, the Geographic Alli-
ances from Kentucky, Illinois, D.C., and 
Indiana sponsored a one-week professional 
development opportunity highlighting 
Abraham Lincoln’s tri-state Heritage Trail.  
Twenty–eight kindergarten through post-
secondary educators dedicated one week to 
learn about Abraham Lincoln’s early years, 
the years that established a strong founda-
tion for his public life as the 16th President 
of the United States.  The purpose for the 
week’s adventures and studies was to un-
derstand Mr. Lincoln’s life from a spatial 
perspective:  the places he lived, the people 
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 The ninth National Geographic World 
Championship, formerly known as the In-
ternational Geographic Olympiad, was 
held July 11-16 in Mexico.  Each team 
consisted of three young people, sixteen 
years of age or younger.  The Royal Geo-
graphical Society in London debuted this 
international geography contest in 1993.  
The teams from the United States have 
been victorious in 1999, 2001, 2003, and 
2005, but fell just short of the Gold this 
year. 
 Team Canada defeated teams from 14 
other regions, including the United States, 
which placed second; and Poland, which 

placed third.  This is the second time Team 
Canada has won the gold medal, having 
won in 1997, when the competition was 
held in Washington, D.C.  
 The National Geographic World 
Championship is held every two years.  
The 2009 competition was held at the Na-
tional Museum of Anthropology in Mexico 
City, home to the defending champions of 
2007, Team Mexico.  Jeopardy!® host 
Alex Trebek emceed the events and moder-
ated the finals. 

From the NGS Education Update Education 
Network Newsletter.  If you are interested in 
subscribing to this newsletter or any other 
NGS email newsletters, click here.  

Following Lincoln on the Tri-State Heritage Trail 

Institute participants listen to Stephen 
Brown, National Park Service, Ken-
tucky, talk about life on Knob Creek, 
Abraham Lincoln’s home, ages of 2-7. 

http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/p/National%2520Geographic%2520Society/NG_Registration_Page�


 Aug. 29—GENI Board Meeting to be 
held at IUPUI.  Contact the GENI Main 
Office if interested in attending. 

 Sept. 23-27—NCGE Annual Confer-
ence, Crossroads of Cultures, in San 
Juan, Puerto Rico.  For more information, 
visit the NCGE website. 

 Oct. 9-10—Fall GeoFest at Clifty Falls 
State Park in Madison, Indiana.  Watch 
the GENI website for a detailed schedule!  
See page 7 for registration information 
and a quick highlight of the event. 

 Deadline for 2010 National Geographic 
Bee school registration!  Schools with 
any grades between 4th and 8th are eligi-
ble.  See page 4. 

 Nov .  15 -21—Geog raphy  Ac-
tion!/Geography Awareness Week:  
Europe Beyond Borders.  Get started to-
day by visiting the NGS website!  GENI 
will host free, after-school workshops 
around the state.  Dates TBA. 

 Nov. 19-22—2009 International Festi-
val hosted by the Nationalities Council of 

Indiana at the Indiana State Fairgrounds.  
Special school hours Nov. 19-20.  See 
pages 3 and 8 or visit their website. 

 Nov. 18—National GIS Day, Discover-
ing the World Through GIS.  Visit GIS-
Day.com for everything you need to host 
your very own GIS Day Event!  Activi-
ties and materials for all ages. 

 Nov. 19—Free After-School Work-
shop.  GENI will host a GA!/GAW edu-
cator workshop with the Europe Beyond 
Borders materials and the Giant Travel-
ing Map of Africa.  Take home great ma-
terials and enjoy a cultural dining experi-
ence provided by GENI!  Pre-registration 
required.  See page 3. 

 Nov. 28—Deadline for 2009 Indiana 
Geography Awareness Week Postcard 
Contest!  See page 9. 

 December 4-5—GENI Board Meeting 
to be held on the northeast side of Indian-
apolis.  Contact the GENI Main Office if 
interested in attending. 

Calendar of Events: 
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 Population Connection - Earth Mat-
ters, now in its third edition, continues 
to explore some of the most pressing en-
vironmental, social and economic issues 
of our time on an easy to use CD-ROM. 

 TeachersFrist—Understanding and 
Tracking Hurricanes.  They can be fear-
some storms but also offer a chance for 
students to test their skills at map reading, 
data plotting, understanding weather phe-
nomena, and learning about the safety 
issues associated with hurricanes. 

 Geography Awareness Week updates 
and more online activities for exploring 
cultures, physical geography, geospatial 
technologies, global hot spots, and geo-
graphic careers—My Wonderful World. 

 FieldScope—Web-based mapping, 
analysis, and collaboration tool de-
signed to support geographic investiga-
tions and engage students as citizen sci-
entists studying real-world issues, both in 
the classroom and in outdoor settings. 

 JASON's new energy curriculum for 
grades 5–8, Operation: Infinite Poten-
tial. Students explore emerging technolo-
gies designed to meet the needs of an en-
ergy-hungry planet through articles, 
hands-on lab activities, field assignments, 
videos, computer games, and other multi-
media assets. Complete JASON curricu-
lum units, including all interactives, are 
free. 

 EE-Link—5800 links organized in 300 
categories. Browse or Search for re-
sources for professional development, 
climate change, global warming, lesson 
plans, endangered species, national and 
international events, jobs, activities for 
the classroom, and more. 

 Citizen Science Central—A clearing-
house for ideas, news, and resources in 
support of citizen science--partnerships 
between volunteers and scientists that 
answer real-world questions. 

Resources 
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http://eelink.net/pages/EE-Link+Introduction�
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/citscitoolkit�


NEWSLETTER Volume  109, Issue 4 

Page 3 

PREPARE YOUR STUDENTS FOR A REALLY BIG ADVENTURE! 
What better way to teach young people the power of maps and the limitless depth of geogra-
phy than a gym-sized map on which they can explore, travel from place to place, hop around, 
compete, collaborate and have lots of fun? 
 
National Geographic's Giant Traveling Maps tour the country's schools, bringing hands-on 
and feet-on geography education to tens of thousands of students each year. Designed to 
combat geographic illiteracy by igniting students' interest in geography, the maps and accom-
panying activities incorporate physical movement and games to teach students place name ge-
ography, physical geography, and cultural geography as well as map reading skills. 

Free after-school workshop for k-12 teachers 

November 19 at the International Festival 

4:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. at the Indiana State Fairgrounds 

Explore the Giant Africa Map,  participate in hands-on Europe Beyond Borders activities, 
experience a cultural dinner, and take home loads of great classroom resources!  With no 
cost to you!!!  Pre-registration required in order to accommodate all participants with 
dinner and resources.  Visit the www.iupui.edu/~geni  for a registration form and work-
shop details. 

 GENI already reserved the giant map of Africa for 
late November, just in time for National Geography 
Awareness Week [November 15-21].  The 2009 Interna-
tional Festival, hosted by the Nationalities Council of 
Indiana, will feature the Africa map in addition to a new 
Italian Street painter.  Plan to bring your students to the 
Indiana State Fairgrounds for this fantastic event which 
runs November 19-22.  Special school hours are available 
for visiting Indiana’s largest and oldest pan-ethnic event.  
Visit www.indyinternationalfestival.org for more infor-
mation. 
 

Highlighted Festival Features: 
 Continuous ethnic music and dance by local and 

national performing groups 
 Authentic foods from over 20 local food vendors 
 Artisans demonstrating unique cultural crafts 

 Cultural Exhibits from 50+ ethnic groups hosted by 
volunteers in traditional dress where you can connect 
with your own ethnic heritage 

 Naturalization Ceremony welcoming over 175 new 
American citizens on Friday 

New This Year: 
 Arthur Murray International Dance Studio 
 Italian Street Painting - The floors of the Festival 

will be transformed into a color-splashed gallery of 
Italian Street art. 

 Umdabu Dance & Percussion Company - South 
African dance & percussion company 

 

 Special "School Days" allow students to learn about 
diversity and explore their own ethnic roots. Students 
travel the festival using Student Passports provided by the 
Nationalities Council and Eli Lilly Foundation. 

GENI Hosts Africa Map in November 

http://www.ngsednet.org/community/index.cfm?community_id=515C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\klamb\My%20Documents\Cyberlink�
http://www.iupui.edu/~geni�
http://www.indyinternationalfestival.org/�
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he knew, the community lifestyle, and the physical land-
scape.  As one follows the places where Lincoln lived, 
from birth to death, a better understanding of the chal-
lenges of his life, schooling, work, relationships, profes-
sional development, and much more are gained.  A better 
feel for Abraham’s spatial growth in terms of everyday 
logistics are, also, gained through travel of the Lincoln tri
-state Heritage Trail. 
 Beginning with the Abraham Lincoln Birthplace Me-
morial and onto Knob Creek, both outside of Hodgen-
ville, Kentucky, into Spencer County, Indiana, and 
through New Salem and Springfield, Illinois, participants 
in the Lincoln Tri-State Summer Institute attempted to 
absorb as much of the sense of place (family stories from 
locals, museum staff, national park staff, state park staff, 
many place memorials) as possible honoring the life of 
Abraham Lincoln.  Highlights include visits to... 
 

Kentucky:  the Birthplace Memorial, The Lincoln Mu-
seum in Hodgenville, KY, Knob Creek, The Kentucky 
Historical Museum (with a visit from Mary Todd Lin-
coln), Ashland Historic Site, Farmington Historic Planta-
tion, Mary Todd Lincoln’s girlhood home, Kentucky’s 
newest Lincoln statue in Louisville by renowned sculp-
ture Ed Hamilton,  
Indiana:  Indiana’s African-American Heritage Trail at 
the Old Town Clock Church and the Quartermaster De-
pot, the Carnegie Art and History Museum, the Boyhood 
Memorial, Lincoln Ferry Park, Lincoln Landing, Buffalo 
Run Farm, Lincoln State Park with dinner and theatre 
play entitled “Mr. Lincoln”, 
Illinois:  Eagle Creek State Park, Lincoln’s New Salem 
Historic Site, Lincoln’s Tomb, Lincoln Library and Mu-
seum, Lincoln Homestead Site, and sites in Decatur. 
 

 Use your mental map of Kentucky, Indiana, and Illi-
nois:  imagine traversing western Kentucky, to eastern 
Kentucky, to south central and southwestern Indiana, to 
southeastern Illinois, ending in central Illinois.  No sig-
nificant elevation changes occur among the spaces; simi-
lar forested lands existed; river life along the Ohio and the 
Wabash and the many creeks and smaller rivers was fairly 
consistent; people lived in the various places for similar 

reasons – access to 
land inexpensively 
and freedom to 
live life without 
the strictures of 
“society”. 
 Many dy-
namic individuals 
contributed to the 
success of the Lin-
coln Tri-State 
Summer Institute!  
A complete listing 
and connection 
information will be 
available through a Lincoln Heritage Trail virtual web 
site, which is being developed and which will be available 
for public use in January, 2010.  The web site will ap-
proach Abraham Lincoln from a geographic (spatial) per-
spective, as the Institute did, and will incorporate Power 
Points, digital images, sound, short videos, and more.  
THANKS to a grant from the Lilly Endowment, individu-
als across the country will be better able to experience 
Lincoln’s young life in Knob Creek, hard work in Lincoln 
City, and burial site in Springfield, along with the other 
Lincoln-related sites throughout the tri-state region.  
Watch future GENI newsletters and the GENI web site 
for announcements about the newest Lincoln web site.  

DEADLINE IS OCTOBER 15TH!  Visit the official website for registration information. 

Investigating a documented historic site 
along the Underground Railroad at the Old 
Town Clock Church in Jeffersonville, Indi-
ana with Kathy Wilkerson of the County 
Department of Natural Resources. 

The site of the well from 
which the Lincoln family 
would draw water in 
Spencer County, Indiana.  A 
path from the boyhood 
home to the well winds 
through a re-growth forest, 
looks onto a railroad track 
(just behind the split-rail 
fence in the image) and a 
few small businesses.  What 
would the view from the well 
have been like during Lin-
coln’s time? 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geographybee/index.html�
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The discipline of geography has been undergoing a 
reform in the United States during the past decade.  Geog-
raphy's research focus on the study of human society and 
the environment through the perspectives of place, space, 
and scale is finding increased relevance in fields ranging 
from ecology to economics.  At the same time, many of 
its research tools and analytical methods have moved 
from the research laboratory into the mainstream of sci-
ence and business.  Geography is undergoing a rebirth in 
education as well—it has become an organizing frame-
work for presenting a wide variety of classroom subjects.  
It is recognized as an important subject in American 
schools, and enrollments in geography programs in 
American colleges and universities are increasing sharply 
to meet demands from employers for geographically liter-
ate students 11 who have “a common knowledge of their 
immediate and world environments”12.  

“Geography is an integrative discipline that studies 
the interactions between people and their environments 
on, or near the earth’s surface”10.  The four dominant tra-
ditions in the discipline of geography are as follows: a 
physical science, human-environment relationships, a 
spatial science, and a regional science.  Human-
environment relationships is the tradition that includes the 
activities people undertake to change, control, harness, 
and use the earth and its resources.  People in rural and 
urban environments, in mountainous terrain, on river 
flood plains, in tropical forests, and in deserts all estab-
lished relationships with the natural environment.  In-
creasingly, technology allows people to take control of 
many elements of their environment and convert large 
areas from natural to human landscapes10. 

The integration of science with other subject areas, 
such as geography or history, provides students with op-
portunities to encounter science in non-science class-
rooms and in contexts where the agenda is not focused 
solely on learning science content.  Among the social sci-
ence disciplines, only geography has a scientific structure 
as the discipline providing connections to the natural and 
physical sciences 13.   Recognizing the usefulness in en-
gaging students in learning about the natural landscape in 
Indiana, we would like to present some options for in-
struction, using the learning cycle model, based on strati-
graphy to exemplify how to plan and use ideas of geo-
logic stratigraphy in social studies classrooms.  Stratigra-
phy is the study of rock layers, primarily used in observa-
tions of sedimentary rock.  Outcrops located along Route 
37, near Bloomington, IN, clearly show rock type 

changes.  This rock type change reflects changing envi-
ronments of deposition, known as facies change.  Bio-
stratigraphy, or fossil evidence observed in the rock lay-
ers, are also evident at this site.  One of stratigraphy's ba-
sic concepts is the Law of Superposition, which simply 
states that, in an undeformed stratigraphic sequence, the 
oldest strata occur at the base of the sequence.    

The importance of field-based inquiry is supported 
by the research about the development of conceptual 
knowledge and constructivism 6.  In short, constructivist 
theory proposes that a student brings along to each new 
l e a r n i n g 
situation a 
w h o l e 
host of a 
priori be-
liefs and 
some of 
those, in 
the eyes 
of the stu-
dents, are 
applied to 
n e w l y 
i n t r o -
duced information and affect how it is interpreted by the 
student.  It is here that fieldwork and constructivist theory 
in learning are directly related.  And while the fieldwork 
suggested above does include important safety considera-
tions, an inquiry-based learning process, such as this, for-
malizes some of the new conceptual knowledge the stu-
dent encounters 10.  The idea that students construct their 
own knowledge using information and concepts is widely 
observed in the literature of science education.  Conven-
tional wisdom suggests that fieldwork does exactly the 
same thing using direct experience and subsequent reflec-
tions as the source of the information.  However, we real-
ize that fieldwork requires the instructor to overcome 
many logistical and safety hurdles.  And so, we also rec-
ommend the use of digital photographs of these rock for-
mations from which students can observe patterns, make 
interpretations, and form ideas about Indiana’s important 
geologic history. 

 
For a complete copy of this paper (and references), in-
cluding the teacher activity for exploring a roadcut 
along State Road 37 in Monroe County, click here. 

Geography and Science Education 
This is an excerpt from a paper written by Meredith Beilfuss of Butler University and Li-Ling Yang of Roger Williams University 
Limestone in Indiana,  Stratigraphy:  Route 37 

Image from the Indiana Geological Survey website. 

http://igs.indiana.edu/Survey/news/event.cfm?Event_Num=349�
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 GEOFEST 2009GEOFEST 2009   

A Standards-Based Workshop 
at Clifty Falls State Park—Madison, Indiana 

October, 9-10 
 

 Come join us for a great annual fall event (Fri. 5:30pm-Sat. 4:30pm).  Our 
host site this year is the wonderful Clifty Falls State Park and Inn, providing for a 
super geography experience.  Exciting sessions this year include Understanding 
Iran: 21-st Century Possibilities, GeoSpatial Technologies with the IndianaMap:  Classroom 
Applications, the 2009 Geography Awareness Week Theme – Europe Beyond Borders, 
and more.  Back by popular demand is the Saturday morning orienteering experi-
ence and afternoon GPS Applications and GeoCaching activity.  Participants will be 
provided handouts for each session including the standards covered by each ses-
sion.  
 

 Need professional development points???  What better way to earn them than spending 
time at one of Indiana’s finest State Parks!!! 
 

 We will kick off the event with an evening field experience around historic Madison, 
visiting some historic sites via the Madison Trolley, and then conclude with a hospitality gath-
ering back at the Inn. 
 

 For a registration fee of $50 for GENI members/$65 for non-members (includes a one
-year GENI membership, $15 value), you will be provided with Friday lodging and Trolley 
Tour; breakfast, lunch and snacks on Saturday; and great classroom handouts. The fee for 
spouses/guests is $50.  Some rooms are available for Saturday night as well.  Bring the family 
and make a weekend of it.  The Saturday lodging fee is the responsibility of the participant.  
Local teachers can join us for a fee of $15 for GENI members/$30 for non-members (includes 
GENI membership) for all sessions and lunch and snacks on Saturday (excludes lodging 
Friday and breakfast Saturday).  Space is limited so get your registration in early!  Visit 
www.iupui.edu/~geni to download a registration form.  Contact the GENI office if you have 
any questions:  geni@iupui.edu  317-274-8879. 
 
 Special rates for pre-service teachers!  Visit the GENI website for details! 

Fall 2009 Opportunities... 

More Opportunities... 

http://www.iupui.edu/~geni�
mailto:geni@iupui.edu�
http://www.iupui.edu/~geni�


NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GEOGRAPHY EDUCATIONATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GEOGRAPHY EDUCATIONATIONAL CONFERENCE ON GEOGRAPHY EDUCATION   
“Crossroads of Cultures”“Crossroads of Cultures”“Crossroads of Cultures”   

September 23September 23September 23---27 27 27 ———> SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico> SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico> SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico   
   

   
   

Host Site:  The International San Juan Resort & CasinoHost Site:  The International San Juan Resort & CasinoHost Site:  The International San Juan Resort & Casino   
For more information, visit For more information, visit For more information, visit www.ncge.orgwww.ncge.orgwww.ncge.org!!! 
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2009 ICSS Annual Conference 
 
 

 

Thursday, October 29, 2009 
University Plaza (near Purdue), West Lafayette 

  
For more information, visit http://www.wvec.k12.in.us/icss/. 

  

 

WHERE: 

West Pavilion - Indiana 

State Fairgrounds 

Indianapolis, Indiana 

Get Directions 

 
 
 

WHEN: 

SCHOOL HOURS: 

Nov 19 ..... 10am - 2pm 

Nov 20 ..... 10am - 2pm 

 

GENERAL PUBLIC HOURS: 

Nov 20 ..... 2pm - 9pm 

Nov 21 ..... 10am - 9pm 

Nov 22 ..... Noon - 6pm 

Celebrate the Sights...Celebrate the Sights...Celebrate the Sights...   

   The Sounds...The Sounds...The Sounds...   

      The Tastes!The Tastes!The Tastes!   

http://www.ncge.org�
http://www.wvec.k12.in.us/icss/�
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1200+East+38th+Street%2C+Indianapolis�
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Plan a “Celebrating Europe” event for your community. 

 School-wide awareness projects and displays 

 Family Fun Night with games and entertainment 

 Cultural Fair with native foods/handicrafts 

 Genealogical projects 

Get your entire community involved!  Tap your local 

resources:  cultural performers, restaurants, foreign 

businesses, university cultural centers, and more. 

Incorporate the Geography Action!/Geography Awareness Week 2009 into your curriculum.  It’s as sim-

ple as using literature on the subject or classroom set-up like posters, artifacts, maps, etc.  Add a bulletin 

board showing an aspect of student daily life in a European country (ie-what is served at school lunches, 

popular after-school activities, etc.).  How many countries can you name?  Which country spans two 

continents?  Brush up on everyone’s skills on the region by hosting a school-wide trivia competition!  En-

ter your students in GENI’s Postcard Contest (see below). 

 

Enter your students in the 

2009 Indiana Geography Awareness Week 
 

 
 
Have your students design their own postcard representing the theme, EUROPE BEYOND BORDERS, 
and they could win great PRIZES!  Four winners will be chosen, one per category:  K-2, 3-5, 6-8 and 9-12.  
From these winners, a  GRAND PRIZE WINNER will be selected and their postcard will be printed for use 
by the student, teacher, school, and the GENI Main Office!  Contest details/rules and downloadable tem-
plate is available on the GENI website.  Get your students started thinking geographical today!  All en-
tries should be mailed to GENI, postmarked no later than November 28, 2009. 
 
To see the 2008 contest winners and additional competitive entries, visit the GENI website under 
“News/Events” and “National Geography Awareness Week.” 

http://www.iupui.edu/~geni�
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 Once again, hurricane season is upon us.  While we tend to focus more on tornado season here in Indiana, the hurricanes 
that plague the southeast coastal states of the United States also impact the Hoosier state.  Take some time this fall to teach 
your students about the far reaching effects hurricanes have on areas and regions well beyond the coastal areas where they 
initially make landfall.  Explore how geospatial technologies are helping with hurricane forecasting, tracking and recovery 
efforts.  See page 10 for hurricane lesson plans. 
 

Resource Sites: 
National Hurricane Center—National Weather Service Tropical Prediction Center includes satellite imagery, radar, forecasts, 
and much more. 
Weather Wiz Kids:  Hurricanes—Resource information and graphics for kids to learn about hurricanes. 
Hurricanes Storm Science—Online resources designed for students to explore to learn about hurricanes. 
Atlantic Hurricane Tracking Data by Year—Archived hurricane tracking data from 1886 to present. Also archived data for 
Pacific hurricanes from the last few years. 
Images of Hurricanes and Other Storms—Stills and movies of hurricanes and other storms. 
 

Articles: 
State Shows FEMA Damage Left From Hurricane Ike [FEMA.gov] 
Tornado, Other Storms Leave Extensive Damage Behind [theINDYchannel.com] 
Hurricane Ike’s Effects Linger in the Great Lakes [usgs.gov] 
“Geocoding” used to locate Katrina survivors [CNN.com] 
GIS and GISCorps Respond to Hurricane Katrina in Mississippi [GISuser.com] 
DigitalGlobe’s Satellite Imagery Supports Hurricane Katrina Relief [GISCafe.com] 
New Kind of Map Could Help Emergency Response [NPR.org] 

Hurricane Season 

Mapping Our Way to Safety 
Hurricane, tornado, flood, or wildfire, the 4-H Community 
Readiness Network helps communities and families improve 
their ability to be prepared during an emergency. Using geo-
spatial technologies, participants in the Alert, Evacuate, and 
Shelter Project serve their communities by developing criti-
cal mapping tools to aid in the event of natural and other 
disasters. Students work with local officials to build emer-
gency preparedness teams across the country and, in the 
process, contribute to expanding geo-literacy nationwide. 
 
Examples of projects: 
—A 4-H team in Glenn, County, GA, gathered donations from 
local businesses like Lowe's®, Wal-Mart, and The Home De-
pot® to create 100 animal emergency kits. The kits included 
supplies and maps of area pet shelter locations. 
 
—The "Street Team" teen group in Statesville, NC, has devel-
oped an online database with photos of area houses to assist 
first responders in locating residences in the event of an 
emergency. Bonus: The local Domino's Pizza is interested in 
using the website to make speedier deliveries. 
 
Visit the Alert, Evacuate, and Shelter website for more sto-
ries like these and additional information on the program. 

Is Your Family Ready for a Natural Disaster? 

The dog days of 
summer are 
upon us, and 
the August 
heat brings 
more than just 
r i s i n g  i c e 
cream sales. In 

the American Southeast, the end of summer 
means the beginning of hurricane season; and 
in the West, months of dry days can give way 
to droughts and wildfires. The bad news is 
that hotter-than-average recent years are 
thought to be linked to more extreme 
weather events like Hurricane Katrina in 2005 
and destructive fires across the state of Cali-
fornia in 2007 and 2008. Scientists predict 
these trends will persist if the Earth contin-
ues to warm as a result of climate change.  
 
The good news is that professionals are using 
technologies like Geographic Information Sys-
tems (GIS) to better prepare for the threat of 
these natural disasters—events occurring 
naturally that have large-scale effects on the 
environment and people, such as volcanoes, 
earthquakes, and hurricanes. 

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Hilary\My%20Documents\Adobe�
http://www.weatherwizkids.com/hurricane1.htm�
http://www.miamisci.org/hurricane/teachers.html�
http://weather.unisys.com/hurricane/atlantic/index.htmlC:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Hilary\My%20Documents\Adobe�
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/oa/satellite/olimages.htmlC:\Documents%20and%20Settings\Hilary\My%20Documents\Adobe�
http://www.fema.gov/news/newsrelease.fema?id=45832�
http://www.theindychannel.com/news/16442357/detail.html�
http://www.usgs.gov/newsroom/article.asp?ID=2030�
http://www.cnn.com/2005/TECH/11/10/gis.technology/index.html�
http://www.gisuser.com/content/view/6945/28/�
http://www10.giscafe.com/nbc/articles/view_article.php?articleid=213891&PSID=a775cfb190a9b11f0e92bdc3248041d6�
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=5233408�
http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/1eb842241layfousibbi5miiaaaaaayh3zybbq5feajkqaaaa�
http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/1eb842241layfousibbi5miiaaaaaayh3zybbq5feajkqaaaa�
http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/1eb842241layfousibbi5miiaaaaaayh3zybbq5feajkqaaaa�
http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/1eb842241layfousibbi5miiaaaaaayh3zybbq5feajkqaaaa�
http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/115c978fclayfousibbi5miqaaaaaayh3zybbq5feajkqaaaa�
http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/1f6dd4ca8layfousibbi5miyaaaaaayh3zybbq5feajkqaaaa�
http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/1f6dd4ca8layfousibbi5miyaaaaaayh3zybbq5feajkqaaaa�
http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/1f6dd4ca8layfousibbi5miyaaaaaayh3zybbq5feajkqaaaa�
http://newsletters.nationalgeographic.com/1f6dd4ca8layfousibbi5miyaaaaaayh3zybbq5feajkqaaaa�
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Lessons from NGS: 
 

K-2:  Welcome to your new school!  Using a geographic perspective 
If it can be mapped, it has a spatial component and is geographical. In this lesson, students will begin to learn 
how to use this process, even though they may not call it by its name. They will do this by asking where and 
what as they explore the concepts of location and place, as those terms apply to the students’ classroom or 
school. Then students will expand on what they know by exploring how those things affect them and other 
students.   
 
3-5:  Where in the world? Identify destinations for a class trip 

Students will use a geographic perspective in identifying and comparing features of physical and political 
maps of the world. They will use information from these map sources, as well as other National Geographic 
resources, to make decisions about the best place to go on a class trip. Then they will relay their findings in a 
presentation designed to convince the principal that it’s an ideal place for a class trip. 

 
6-8:  Planning a new town 
In this lesson, students will make decisions about buildings, businesses, services, and housing areas to in-
clude in the development of a new town. After discussing essential elements of a self-sustaining community, 
the students will prepare a map and give oral presentations on different aspects of the new town. 
 
9-12:  New World influences on Asia 
This lesson focuses on the impact of new goods, ideas, and technology on a region. Most students know that 
many Asian inventions, such as the compass, saddle, and gunpowder, have changed the course of world his-
tory. This lesson encourages students to learn about the impact of New World crops and Western technology 
on Asia, specifically China and Japan. Students will collaborate to research the history and implications of 
trade and write about and present their findings. 

Hurricane Lessons: 
 

You Decide! 
Here's a hurricane simulation lesson that lets students be the mayor of a Florida city in the path of a hurri-
cane. Students must weigh weather, economics, and public safety in making a series of decisions in re-
sponse to the advancing storm. The site includes a guide for teachers. 
 
The Eye of the Hurricane 
This lesson introduces students to the structure of a hurricane, particularly the eye. You might want to use it 
as an introduction to a unit on hurricanes or weather phenomena. 
 
Severe Weather:  Hurricanes! 
Problem-based learning module. The team is asked to track and predict landfall of the next hurricane to 
threaten the United States. 
 
Hurricane Watch 
Background information and lesson activity ideas for hurricanes. 
 
Tracking a Hurricane 
have students apply knowledge of what satellite imagery tells and allows them to create a descriptive hy-
pothesis of the ground phenomenon during a hurricane. 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/01/gk2/gpafrica1.html?source=email_education_20090804�
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/01/g35/gpafrica2.html?source=email_education_20090707�
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/12/g68/newtown.html?source=email_education_20090804�
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/16/g912/newworld.html?source=email_education_20090804�
http://www.teachersfirst.com/autoframe.htm?http://weathereye.kgan.com/expert/hurricane/index.html�
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/lessons/07/g35/trythishurricane.html�
http://www.cotf.edu/ete/modules/sevweath/sevweath.html�
http://www.educationworld.com/a_lesson/lesson/lesson076.shtml�
http://archive.ncsa.illinois.edu/Cyberia/DVE/FusionDVE/html/hurricane_lesson_plan.html�
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TEACH ABOUT ASIA — LEARN ABOUT ASIA 
 
Bring Asia to life in your classroom with these outstanding publications from the Association 
for Asian Studies. The magazine Education About Asia (EAA) and the booklet series “Key Issues in 
Asian Studies” are invaluable resources to any educator with Asia in their curriculum. The articles in 
EAA are particularly appropriate for college-level instructors and secondary school teachers. The highly 
readable, engaging topics and attractive graphics will appeal to readers of all levels.  

 

Published three times each year (January, May, and October) since 1996, 
EDUCATION ABOUT ASIA will greatly enhance your understanding and 
knowledge of this important region of the world. According to Patrick Grant of 
the University Preparatory Academy in Seattle, WA, “Education About Asia 
is an extraordinarily wise investment for those who care about how Ameri-
cans and others understand Asia.” 

 
Education About Asia brings you: 
 Stimulating articles on all areas of Asia, with subjects 

ranging from ancient cultures and literatures to current af-
fairs. 

 Essays describing classroom-tested educational programs 
and strategies. 

 A comprehensive guide to Asia-related print and digital 
resources, including movies, documentaries, books, cur-
riculum guides, and web resources. 

 Thematic issues on topics of particular interest, such as Islam in Asia, marriage and family in Asia, 
youth culture, religion in Asia, economics and business in Asia, visual and performing arts, and a 
special series on Asia in world history.   

 
“KEY ISSUES IN ASIAN STUDIES” booklets are designed to complement 
Education About Asia, and serve as vital educational materials that are both 
accessible and affordable for classroom use ($10 each). Booklets in the se-
ries tackle broad subjects or major cultural and historical themes in an intro-
ductory but compelling, jargon-free style appropriate for survey courses, 
written to encourage classroom debate and discussion. 
 

 Sample titles:  Understanding East Asia’s Economic Miracle’s, Gender, Sexuality, and Body 
Politics in Modern Asia, Political Rights in Post-Mao China. 
 
The AAS plans to publish 2–3 “Key Issues” booklets each year. Forthcoming titles include: Caste in In-
dia; Japanese Popular Culture and Globalization; Traditional China in Asian and World History; Global 
India, Circa 100 CE; Korea in World History; Art, Culture, and Society in Modern China; and Imperial 
Japan, 1850–1945. 
 
For more information on the Association for Asian Studies and its publications go to 
www.asian-studies.org. 

“EAA is the best publication in the mar-
ket for teachers interested in teaching 

about Asia. I’ve employed information 
from it many times in my teaching.”  

Douglas P. Sjoquist  
Lansing Community College 

Lansing, MI 

http://www.asian-studies.org�


Geography Educators’ Network of Indiana 
IUPUI-Geography  CA121 
425 University Blvd. 
Indianapolis, IN  46202-5140 
(317) 274-8879; geni@iupui.edu 

http://www.iupui.edu/~geni 
www.iupui.edu/~ghw [Geography & History of the World] 

www.iupui.edu/~gst [Geospatial Technologies] 
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