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What Does GENI do for Indiana?  
When asked “just what does GENI 

do,” we typically respond with something 
like... “The organization strengthens geog-
raphy in the K-12 curriculum by providing 
educators professional development oppor-
tunities, a forum where geography educa-
tion advocates can exchange ideas, numer-
ous teacher resources for loan,  three web-
sites and a newsletter to help promote the 
value and importance of geography in Indi-
ana schools, and recognition of the excel-
lence in teaching through awards and 
grants.”  That sums it up quickly; however, 
there are many little things left out in this 
tidy description. The extent to which we 
go, to carry out GENI’s mission is rarely 

revealed beyond the current Board of Di-
rectors or in a final grant report.  With that 
being said, we thought we would share 
with you what goes into a year of work 
done by GENI.  

GENI’s primary mission is to provide 
outreach to, and on behalf of, Indiana edu-
cators and students: sharing classroom 
ideas and resources.  GENI sponsored two 
“Geography and History of the World” 
Summer Workshops, one north and one 
south, for 23 high school educators.  Three 
Geography Action!/My Wonderful World 
half-day workshops touched 42, K-12 edu-
cators.  The fall GeoFest involved 57 edu-
cators, K-20.  GENI engaged over 15,000 
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 Yes, in addition to awaiting what 
Indiana College basketball teams will be 
invited to “The Big Dance,” one hundred 
fourth through eighth grade students get 
that special letter from the National Geo-
graphic and GENI informing them of their 
qualification for the state-level portion of 
the National Geographic Bee. 
 Thanks to IUPUI’s generous donation 
of space, GENI is able to provide an excit-
ing and central venue for these competitive 
students to battle it out for the state title 
and an all-expense paid trip to Washing-
ton, DC in May.  In addition to represent-
ing the state of Indiana, the winner fights 
to earn a $25,000 college scholarship. 
 If you are interested in attending the 

What can we count on every March in Indiana? 
“The Big Dance” and the State-Level Geographic Bee 

Continued on page 5 

2009 Bee Finalist Stats 
 

Gender Breakdown: 
 Boys = 89  Girls = 11 
 

Grade Breakdown: 
 4th = 0 5th = 5  6th = 9 
 7th = 35 8th = 51 
 

School Breakdown: 
 Public = 60 
 Homeschool = 3 
 Private = 37 
 

Private School Breakdown: 
 Non-Faith Based = 5 
 *Faith Based = 32 
 *[Catholic = 27; Lutheran = 5] 



• Mar. 22-27—Association of American 
Geographers annual conference in Las 
Vegas.  www.aag.org 

• Mar. 27—Create a Landmark Contest 
deadline.  Contest is for 4th-6th grade 
classrooms.   
www.historiclandmarks.org/Resources/Cl
assroom/CreateLandmark 

• Apr. 3—Indiana State Geographic Bee 
to be held at IUPUI 12:00 - 5:00 p.m.  
Contact Kathy Kozenski, (317)274-8879  
or geni@iupui.edu, for details. 

• Apr. 2-3—Geological Society of Amer-
ica will hold its 43rd annual North-
Central Meeting in Rockford, Illinois. 

www.geosociety.org/sectdiv/Northc/08mtg 
• Apr. 18—GENI long range planning 

meeting.  Contact the main office if inter-
ested in attending. 

• Aprl 22—Earth Day 2009:  The Green 
Generation.   http://www.earthday.gov   
www.earthday.net  
http://earthday.envirolink.org/history.html 

• Apr. 30—Deadline for Economics 
Poster Contest; grades 2-8; winners re-
ceive $50 savings bond.  For entry infor-
m a t i o n  v i s i t  w w w . e c o n e d -
in.org/calendar_rules.asp 

• June 21-27—13th Annual International 
Studies Summer Institute for grades 7-
12.  See page 11. 

• ICEE Summer workshop dates see 
page 10 or visit www.econed-in.org. 

Calendar of Events: 
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• Newseum—displays the daily newspaper 
front pages for newspapers all across the US 
and around the world.  Note, they are in their 
original, unedited form. 

www.newseum.org/todaysfrontpages/flash/ 
• Make Your Own Mega-Maps—If you liked 

the tile map from the Geography Awareness 
Week resource packet, then you will love this 
website.  You can create maps over six feet 
wide of continents or individual countries and 
using regular printer paper. 

www.yourchildlearns.com/megamaps.htm 
• Causes of the Seasons—Discover 

animations, and illustrations that relate to the 
cause of the seasons. 

http://csc.gallaudet.edu/soarhigh/SHMASeason.
HTM 
• Satellite Tracker—US and Canadian readers 

can enter their zip code and find out what is 
going to fly over their area in the nights 
ahead. 

http://spaceweather.com/flybys/index.php  
• The Great Lakes:  An Environmental Atlas 

and Resource Book—richly illustrated and 
concisely written on-line atlas with chapters 
devoted to the natural and cultural history of 
the Great Lakes, current problems and 
sources of exploitation, plus management 
policies. The comprehensive approach to un-
derstanding the Great Lakes lends 
credibility to the systems approach advocated 
by the Biocomplexity Initiative. 

http://www.epa.gov/glnpo/atlas/ 

• Climate Change:  Connections and Solu-
tions—download the High School version.  
The first lesson, "Greenhouse Gas Emissions" 
uses a set of 3 containers with 
variations in water content and atmosphere, 3 
t h e r m o m e t e r s ,  a n d  a  h e a t 
source (sunlight or an incandescent bulb/heat 
l a mp )  to  me a s u r e  c h ang e s  i n 
temperature and simulate the greenhouse ef-
fect.  Go to “curriculum units” to download. 

www.facingthefuture.org 
• The 2009 Weather Dance—Coinciding with 

the 2009 NCAA basketball tournament (the 
"Dance" to sport fans) weather enthusiasts 
everywhere are challenged to  forecast which 
of the competing campuses of the participat-
ing men's and/or women's tournament teams 
will be warmer (or cooler) on game days.  
The competition is open to all with prizes 
to the highest scorers including the special 
grand prize for K-12 teachers. 

http://www.weatherdance.org 
• Google Oceans—just released, applies the 

same kinds of visualization used to fly over 
Earth's landmasses to take you diving down 
into the ocean.  http://www.weatherdance.org 

• Blue Zones:  Quest for the true fountain of 
youth—studies the world’s longest-lived 
populations around the world for information 
and lifestyle characteristics that can help peo-
ple live longer, better lives.  Complete educa-
tion section including free curriculum guide. 

http://quest.bluezones.com 

Resources 

GENI Board of Directors 
2008-2009: 

James Speer 

Board President 

Indiana State University 

Terre Haute 

Tom Jones 

Board Vice President 

Taylor University, Upland 

Meredith Beilfuss  
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Lafayette 

Karen Grimes Cooper 

Indianapolis 
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Bloomington 

Tim Lehman 

Bethany Christian Schools 

Goshen 

Susan Marquez 

North White High School, Monon 

Melissa Martin 

Cicero 

Doug Marvel 

Spatial Marvels, Indianapolis 

Scott Royer 

McCutcheon High School 

Lafayette 

James Schmidt 

Penn High School, Mishawaka 

Hilary Johanson Steinhardt 

GENI Director 

Joyce Thompson 

White River Valley High, Linton 

Gloria Wilson 

Farrington Grove Elementary 

Terre Haute 
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educators, students, and parents at various education-
related conferences via materials/sessions, activities, 
exhibits, or program advertising: National Council for 
the Social Studies Great Lakes Regional, Indiana Coun-
cil for the Social Studies, Hoosier Association of Sci-
ence Teachers, PTA Conference, Indianapolis Interna-
tional Festival, Indiana Council for Economic Educa-
tion, Indiana Lutheran Educators, Deliberation via Li-
brary of Congress, and the Capital Forum of Indiana. 
GENI touches future educators via mini workshops:  
Ball State and IUPUI, 150 future teachers. 

The GENI office coordinates the state’s Geo-
graphic Bee, which brings together the top 100 4th 
through 8th grade students, throughout the state, to de-
termine the Indiana representative to the National Geo-
graphic Bee.  This event, which involves about 500 in-
dividuals on site, requires a great deal of time to arrange 
the needed facilities, volunteers, bookkeeping, and pro-
duction for television efforts.  Thanks to Mr. P.E. 
MacAllister (MacAllister Machinery) and the Lilly En-
dowment, the event has been provided via the Indiana 
Public Broadcasting Stations for statewide viewing to 
their millions of customers. 

In order to be able to offer educators and students 
opportunities, GENI spends time developing relation-
ships and writing grants.  This consumes a consider-
able amount of time, but the effort is needed for long-
term gain.  GENI has also interacted with many K-12 
educators (public, private, and home-school) regarding 
the Social Studies Textbook Adoption process and 
options. 

The main GENI website receives an average of 
5,500 hits per year.  The GENI “Geography and History 
of the World” website received over 33,000 hits in its 
first year of life.  The GENI “Geo-Spatial Technolo-
gies” website receives an average of 4,000 hits per year.  
All three websites require maintenance as events are 
announced, resources are discovered, opportunities are 
found, and updates/edits are made. 

GENI publishes five issues of a hard-copy news-
letter each year. This requires significant time and en-
ergy to aggregate and edit key upcoming events, class-
room resources, student and teacher competitions, les-
son plans, maps, and additional key information that 
Indiana (geography) educators need.  Contributing edu-
cators, geographers, GIS specialists, historians, and oth-
ers throughout the state provide information and digital 
images, develop/edit lessons and articles, answer ques-
tions, and review items for the newsletter. 

One key mechanism of public engagement vital to 
GENI’s existence, and that of geography education at 
both the state and national levels, is communication 

with local, state, and national decision-makers.  
GENI sends materials to all decision-makers at least 
once per year informing the individuals about geogra-
phy education happenings in the state and nationally.  
Also, e-mail updates regarding local and state happen-
ings and requests for support, if appropriate, are submit-
ted.  GENI office staff, Board Members, and advocates 
visit with local, state, and national leader as schedules 
permit. 

One of our favorite activities during the year is the 
presentation of Geography Teacher of the Year 
Awards.  GENI recognizes classroom educators, both 
K-12 and post-secondary, that demonstrate creative, 
innovative, and accurate geography methodology posi-
tively impacting Indiana’s students.  An additional 
award is used to recognize non-educators for their con-
tributions to the different fields of geography and geog-
raphy education without actually being in the class-
room. 

Typical office logistics, Board of Directors logis-
tics, and everything you can imagine involving the im-
plementation of successful programming is handled by 
the GENI office staff and key advocates and Board 
Members.  Dedication enables the organization to func-
tion.  Grassroots outreach maintains the organization’s 
support.  Plus, the office undertook a significant move 
in space on the IUPUI campus to create a more user/
teacher-friendly space and to be closer to the Geogra-
phy Department.  We welcome visitors to our office 
any time and encourage use of the many resources we 
have available.  Simply give us a call and set up a time 
that is convenient for you. 

None of the above would be possible without the 
generous support via the IUPUI School of Liberal Arts 
and the Department of Geography!  Without space, ac-
cess to technical support, academic support, and office 
support, GENI would not exist.  All of the outreach and 
behind-the-scenes technical work to run this non-profit 
organization was accomplished thanks to GENI’s 
strong staff, active Board of Directors, and key engaged 
Geography educators at all grade levels, K-20.  We are 
amazed by the positive support from varied sources, the 
innovative ideas, the dynamic creativity, and the over-
whelming need for support in the geography/social 
studies field, as expressed by Indiana educators, stu-
dents, and parents. 

GENI hopes that you gain some aspect of personal 
and professional support from the organization.  We 
always welcome your ideas and assistance in helping us 
strengthen geography in our Indiana schools!  Please 
share with us any ideas and/or needs you may have. 

Indiana impact continued from page 1 
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 Dr. Hume was born and raised in Indianapolis and 
attended Pike Township public schools, where she said 
she had some wonderfully inspiring teachers.  Susan did 
not have many travel opportunities as a child, but her 
family went camping every summer in northern Michigan 
or Wisconsin and sometimes spent spring breaks in the 
Kentucky bluegrass region.  She also loved exploring the 
Indiana Dunes in different seasons during trips to her 
grandmother’s house. 
 Susan took her first big trip without her family at the 
age of fourteen when she saved enough money to buy a 
plane ticket to visit a friend in southern California.  It was 
a trip of firsts—first time on an airplane, first time west of 
the Mississippi River, and first time seeing an ocean!  
Susan quotes, “I believe it was the first time I ever saw 
the world from a geographer’s perspective.  I looked 
down on circular wheat fields in western Kansas and 
wondered why the rural landscape looked like a giant 
checker board with green checkers.”   
 After beginning her college career at Indiana Univer-
sity as a biology major, Dr. Hume felt torn between her 
love for both the natural sciences and the social sciences.  
She changed her major to geography during her sopho-
more year when she discovered that the discipline would 
allow her to pursue her wide ranging interests.  In addi-
tion to a geography degree,  Susan earned certificates 
(equivalent to a minor) in environmental studies and Afri-
can studies.  Through IU’s Study Abroad Program, Susan 
spent her senior year of college studying at the University 
of Malawi in southern Africa.  Since her immediate fam-
ily had little travel experience, Susan said, “this endeavor 
came as a shock to my 
parents!  However, they 
recognized my passion 
and lent their support.” 
 While in Malawi, 
Susan  took geography 
courses as well as Afri-
can literature and phi-
losophy courses, and 
Chicheŵa, the national 
language of Malawi.  She 
learned a great deal 
about Malawian culture 
from her professors, 
classmates, and local 
people in many parts of 

the country who extended 
their generous hospitality her 
way.  Susan  had the opportu-
nity to spend a month of that 
year traveling solo around the 
nearby country of Zimbabwe, 
where she saw the spectacu-
lar Victoria Falls and ex-
plored the Great Zimbabwe 
ruins. 
 After her year abroad, 
Susan returned to IU to pur-
sue a Master’s degree in edu-
cation and earn a teaching 
certificate.  She also began to 
attend GENI-sponsored 
workshops and institutes.  She particularly enjoyed the 
jointly-sponsored GENI-Indiana Historical Society sum-
mer institutes on the Great Lakes and the Ohio River!  
Susan has been quoted often saying,  “I learned geogra-
phy from my coursework at IU, but I learned to teach ge-
ography from GENI!” 
 Following student teaching, Susan  moved to Misha-
waka to teach ninth grade World Geography and twelfth 
grade Economics at Penn High School.  She particularly 
enjoyed the ninth graders’ enthusiasm for the projects she 
assigned them, including some fieldwork!  Susan contin-
ued her professional development by attending and pre-
senting at Indiana Council for the Social Studies and 
NCGE meetings.  Also, in the summer of 1997, Susan 
and Melissa Martin had the chance to represent GENI at 
the National Geographic Society’s Geography Awareness 
Week Summer Institute in Washington, D.C. 
 In anticipation of hosting an NCGE National Confer-
ence in Indianapolis in 1998, Kathy Kozenski asked 
Susan to write a brief article about the geography of 
northern Indiana for the NCGE newsletter.  She said she 
had forgotten how much she enjoyed research and writ-
ing!  This led her to contemplate a career in higher educa-
tion where she would be rewarded for both teaching and 
research. 
 Although it was hard to leave her high school stu-
dents behind, she chose to pursue a Ph.D. in geographic 
education at Texas State University.  When her disserta-
tion advisor, Susan Hardwick, accepted a faculty position 
at the University of Oregon two years later, she followed 
her to Eugene where she shifted her specialization to eth-

Featured Geographer:  Dr. Susan Hume 
In continuing with our Featured Geographer series; we will take a look at the Next Generation of Geographers.  
We introduce you to Dr. Susan Hume.   

Dr. Susan Hume with the University 
of Malawi registrar, Ben Malunga, 
in Zomba, Malawi (1992)  

On the border of Zimbabwe and 
Zambia at Victoria Falls. 

Continued on page 5 
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nic geography.  Susan’s first publication in The Geo-
graphical Review was a study of the historic Belgian eth-
nic enclave in Mishawaka, Indiana, which was inspired 
by a poster one of the ninth graders produced for her ge-
ography class years earlier! 
 Today, Susan is an assistant professor in the Depart-
ment of Geography at Southern Illinois University Ed-
wardsville, just outside of St. Louis, where she enjoys 
teaching a variety of geography courses at the freshman 
through Master’s level.  Influenced by her undergraduate 
experience in southern Africa, her research today focuses 
on contemporary African migration to the United States.  
Susan remains passionate about geographic education as 
well. 
 With the help of some of her students, she is cur-
rently pursuing research to improve the recruitment and 

retention of under-
graduate geography 
majors, particularly 
women and minority 
students who are 
underrepresented in 
the  d i sc ip l ine .  
Susan remains ac-
tive in NCGE and 
each year looks for-
ward to exchanging 
ideas with fellow 
geographic educa-

tors at the national meeting.  She is also honored to be 
serving on the content committee to revise Geography for 
Life, the national geography standards.  Even though she 
is now an Illinois resident, she retains her GENI member-
ship and loves keeping up with alliance events through 
the GENI newsletter. 
 Finally, after a long hiatus from overseas travel, 
Susan now has new opportuni-
ties to travel abroad.  In 2006, 
she took university students on 
a five-week travel study pro-
gram to the Western Cape 
Province of South Africa.  She 
has been astounded to see the 
impact that experience has had 
on her students’ worldviews 
and career paths! 
 Last summer, Susan had 
an amazing trip to Beijing, 
Xian, and Luoyang, China 
with fellow university faculty.  
With a Chinese colleague from 
her geography department serving as their guide and 
translator, they gained first-hand insight into the tremen-
dous changes taking place in both the cities and rural ar-
eas.  These experiences, along with recent vacations to 
Great Britain and Ireland, have enabled her to improve 
the content of her geography courses and hopefully in-
spire her students to explore the wider world. 

Featured Geographer continued from page 4 

Dr. Hume (far right) with SIUE students 
at a wildlife preserve in the Western Cape 
Province of South Africa in 2006. 

Visiting the Forbidden City in 
Beijing, China in 2008.  

competition, visit the GENI web site for a copy of the 
schedule.  Thanks to The Lilly Endowment and MacAllis-
ter Machinery, an IU production crew will be on hand 
again this year to film the final round.  This will then air 
on PBS stations around the state some time in May and 
again during summer programming. 
 This year the National Geographic Bee has two ma-
jor sponsors: 
 

Google—Downloaded by hundreds of millions of people 
around the globe, Google 
Earth continues to mesmerize 
students by placing the 
world’s geographic informa-
tion on their computer and at 
their fingertips.  Google Earth lets you fly anywhere on 
the planet to view satellite imagery, maps, terrain, 3D 
buildings, StreetView imagery, and more!  At Google, we 

believe that geography education is more critical than 
ever as the world becomes a smaller place. 
 

Plum Creek—largest and most geographically diverse 
private landowner in the 
nation with more than 7 
million acres of timber-
lands in major timber pro-
ducing regions of the 
United States and 10 wood 
products manufacturing facilities in the Northwest. 
 See pages 6 and 7 for the list of the 2009 state quali-
fiers.  The GENI website also has statistical information 
on the state qualifiers, NGS guidelines for the event and 
results from the past Indiana Geographic Bees.  For more 
information on the  National Geographic Bee, visit 
www.nationalgeographic.com/geographybee. 

Geographic Bee continued from page 1 



Adam Dinkledine 
Tipton Howard Co Home Educ 
Atlanta 
 
Jordan Sible 
St. Mary of the Assumption 
Avilla 
 
Austin Long 
Avon Middle School 
Avon 
 
Madeline Stevens 
Batesville Middle School 
Batesville 
 
Amy Cohn 
Jackson Creek Middle School 
Bloomington 
 
John Dean 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Carmel 
 
Samuel Kleinman 
Carmel Middle School 
Carmel 
 
Jan Li 
Creekside Middle School 
Carmel 
 
Kevin Mi 
Clay Middle School 
Carmel 
 
Brendan Mulshine 
St. Patrick School 
Chesterton 
 
Jake Kurdziel 
St. Bartholomew School 
Columbus 
 
Nicholas Mitch 
Northside Middle School 
Columbus 

Adam Thomas-Fennelly 
St. Peter's Lutheran School 
Columbus 
 
Zachary Dwyer 
Colonel John Wheeler MS 
Crown Point 
 
Gage Mosson 
North Harrison Middle School 
Eckerty 
 
Andrew Foy 
Concord Junior High 
Elkhart 
 
Michael Miller 
Pierre Moran Middle School 
Elkhart 
 
Philip Eykamp 
Evansville Day School 
Evansville 
 
Mitchell Meeks 
Resurrection 
Evansville 
 
Jordan Rhodes 
Holy Rosary School 
Evansville 
 
Benjamin Steele 
Oak Hill Middle School 
Evansville 
 
Matthew Wesley 
Christ the King 
Evansville 
 
Alex Carson 
Riverside School 
Fishers 
 
Matthew Coyle 
Hamilton Southeastern JR HS 
Fishers 

Brady Quackenbush 
Fisher Junior High School 
Fishers 
 
Rory Bage 
Summit Middle School 
Fort Wayne 
 
Hussain Habib 
Woodside Middle School 
Fort Wayne 
 
Logan Hille 
Suburban Bethlehem 
Fort Wayne 
 
Jack Jones 
St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Fort Wayne 
 
Jacob Maskal 
St. Charles Borromeo School 
Fort Wayne 
 
Peter O'Malley 
St. Pauls Lutheran School 
Fort Wayne 
 
Jacob Walters 
Memorial Park Middle School 
Fort Wayne 
 
Hope Williams 
Mt. Vernon Middle School 
Fortville 
 
Garrett Jones 
Highland Hills Middle School 
Georgetown 
 
John Boulton 
Chandler Elementary 
Goshen 
 
Aaron Johnson 
Goshen Middle School 
Goshen 

David Sharp 
Discovery Middle School 
Granger 
 
Zachary Wilkerson 
Tzounakis Intermediate School 
Greencastle 
 
Tyler Mundell 
St. Michaels Catholic School 
Greenfield 
 
Anna Gambetta 
Montessori Childrens Schlhse. 
Hammond 
 
Jackie Santos 
St. Bridget School 
Hobart 
 
John Agostino 
Christ the King Catholic Sch 
Indianapolis 
 
Emma Flynn 
Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Indianapolis 
 
William Frye 
Nativity Catholic School 
Indianapolis 
 
Brandon Jones 
Guion Creek Middle School 
Indianapolis 
 
Evan Oeding 
St. Simon the Apostle 
Indianapolis 
 
Ben Osborn 
St. Joan of Arc 
Indianapolis 
 
Evan Osgood 
The Orchard School 
Indianapolis 

Continued on next page 

(Alphabetized by City) 



Adam Reddigari 
Fall Creek Valley Middle Sch 
Indianapolis 
 
Kevin Rex 
Sycamore School 
Indianapolis 
 
Luke Richardson 
Our Shepherd Lutheran School 
Indianapolis 
 
Collin Sweeney 
St. Christopher 
Indianapolis 
 
Spencer Willem 
St. Pius X 
Indianapolis 
 
Samuel Wilson 
Eastwood Middle School 
Indianapolis 
 
Paul Bowles 
Jasper Middle School 
Jasper 
 
Robert McAtee 
River Valley Middle School 
Jeffersonville 
 
Benjamin Tarnow 
Kesling Middle School 
La Porte 
 
Lari Rutschmann 
Lincoln Middle School 
Logansport 
 
Kyle Childress 
West Middle School 
Martinsville 
 
Wesley Deutscher 
Barker Middle School 
Michigan City 
 
Hunter Johnson 
Northridge Middle School 
Middlebury 
 
Kyle Jackson 
John Young Middle School 
Mishawaka 

Maren Orchard 
Delta Middle School 
Muncie 
 
Peter Kraft 
Wilbur Wright Middle School 
Munters 
 
Ethan King 
Van Buren Elementary 
Nashville 
 
Mallory Maus 
Brown County JR HS 
Nashville 
 
Samuel Stein 
St. Louis Catholic Academy 
New Haven 
 
Trevor Owens 
Doe Creek Middle School 
New Palestine 
 
Shangxing Jiang 
Castle JR High School 
Newburgh 
 
Jonathon Hileman 
North Judson-San Pierre MS 
North Judson 
 
Thomas Naragon 
Manchester JR/SR HS 
North Manchester 
 
Michael Chemey 
Norwell Middle School 
Ossian 
 
Ingrid Barce 
Benton Central JR HS 
Oxford 
 
Mack Mercer 
Lincoln JR High School 
Plymouth 
 
Ian Markham 
Nativity of Our Savior 
Portage 
 
Eric Mesarch 
Fegely Middle School 
Portage 

Clinten Cox 
North Posey JR HS 
Poseyville 
 
Henry Dickman 
Seton Catholic High School 
Richmond 
 
Codey Phoun 
Rochester Middle School 
Rochester 
 
Riley Girton 
Western Middle School 
Russiaville 
 
Robert Craven 
Salem Middle School 
Salem 
 
Seth Carter 
St. Ambrose Catholic School 
Seymour 
 
Benjamin Coomer 
Immanuel Lutheran 
Seymour 
 
Patrick Catanzarite 
Holy Family 
South Bend 
 
Jonathan Isaac 
St. Joseph Co Homeschoolers 
South Bend 
 
Francis Karczewski 
St. Joseph School 
South Bend 
 
Luke McPhail 
Sullivan Middle School 
Sullivan 
 
Jacob Kissinger 
Woodrow Wilson Middle School 
Terre Haute 
 
Benjamin Pettus 
Terre Haute Area Hmscl. Assoc 
Terre Haute 
 
Troy Borlich 
Ben Franklin Middle School 
Valparaiso 

Cameron Koenig 
St. Paul Catholic School 
Valparaiso 
 
Tristan Kollar 
Thomas Jefferson Middle Sch 
Valparaiso 
 
John Silvey 
Harold Urey Middle School 
Walkerton 
 
Brenton Reyner 
Lakeview Middle School 
Warsaw 
 
Sean Mentzer 
Dekalb Middle School 
Waterloo 
 
Joseph Kim 
Happy Hollow Elementary  
West Lafayette 
 
Sean Farrell 
St. Maria Goretti 
Westfield 
 
Adam Frasz 
Montessori School of Westfield 
Westfield 
 
Hunter Priesol 
St. John the Baptist 
Whiting 
 
Chandler Mick 
Driver Middle School 
Winchester 
 
All 100 qualifiers have been in-
vited to compete April 3rd,  for 
the state title and a trip to the 
national competition in Wash-
ington, DC.  This event is open 
to the public.  However, seating 
is limited during the preliminary 
round of the competition and 
any necessary tie-breaker round 
is closed to all spectators.  The 
final round, where the top ten 
finalists battle it out, will be in a 
lecture hall with plenty of seat-
ing.  If you are interested in at-
tending, visit the GENI website 
for a copy of the event schedule. 

Page 7 
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 This month MyWonderfulWorld.org invites you to 
join them in exploring the oceans blue.  These salty bod-
ies of water cover more than two-thirds of the planet and 
are home to some of its most diverse and fascinating crea-
tures.  They also provide food and oxygen for land dwell-
ers and regulate weather and climate. 
 Start your journey by getting a "lay of the sea" with 
Google Oceans [http://earth.google.com/ocean/].  Re-
leased this month, it applies the same kinds of visualiza-
tion used to fly over Earth's landmasses to take you div-
ing down into the ocean.  Visit shipwrecks and the 
Mariana Trench with experts from National Geographic 
and the BBC.  Then continue the learning with lesson 
plans from  the National Geographic Xpeditions  site 
[www.nationalgeographic.com/xpeditions/] and the Na-

tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)   
site [http://oceanservice.noaa.gov/education/yos/] 
 Go one step further and become an ocean activist.  
Participate in this month's My Wonderful World (MWW) 
Challenge: Commit to eating only sus-
tainable seafood during March.  Sus-
tainable seafood is fish and shellfish 
that have been harvested in quantities 
sufficient to protect future reserves and 
that contain low levels of toxins, such 
as mercury.  You can learn about responsible seafood 
choices with a handy guide from NOAA 
[www.nmfs.noaa.gov/fishwatch/].  Protect your family's 
health and the health of the world's aquatic ecosystems. 

My Wonderful World Dives Into Oceans 

 The editors of the Indiana Magazine of History, one 
of the nation’s oldest historical journals, announced a new 
annual competition—the Carmony Lesson Prize—which 
will provide $250 each to the two Indiana teachers –one 
primary, one secondary—who write the best online lesson 
plans in Indiana history using the resources of the IMH. 
  The deadline for this year’s competition is August 1, 
2009.  Teachers are asked to design a grade-specific les-
son plan which should include, among other elements, the 
learning objectives for the lesson, historical background 
for the teacher, a complete description of activities, an 
assessment method, all necessary worksheets and read-
ings, etc., as well as suggested illustrations.  The lesson 
plan also must feature one or more primary sources and/
or articles from the IMH’s 100-plus year catalogue, al-
though it may also use other primary or secondary 
sources.  
  Entrants must work for an Indiana school corpora-
tion or accredited private school, or be enrolled in a post-
secondary education degree or certification program.  A 

cash prize of $250 will be awarded to each winner, to be 
used at her/his discretion.  All submitted lesson plans will 
become the property of the IMH.  The winners of this 
award will be announced on the IMH website and in a 
future issue of the journal.  
  To aid teachers’ research, the first 102 volumes of 
the journal are available on the web at http://
webapp1.dlib.indiana.edu/imh/.  For complete guidelines 
and a suggested list of articles, please email their office at 
imaghist@indiana.edu.  If you have questions, please call 
or email associate editor Dawn Bakken at 812-855-4139 
or the email address above. 
 For more than a century, the IMH has published 
voices from the past:  diaries, letters, and other historical 
documents.  On the website, they offer some of these 
documents adapted into a series of original lesson plans 
(plus other photographic and written sources), geared 
both for the primary- and the secondary-school class-
room.  These lessons examine Indiana events, experi-
ences, and personalities through a variety of activities. 

New Indiana History Lesson Competition offers Cash Prize 

“Earth Day is a time to celebrate gains we have made and create new visions to accelerate 
environmental progress. Earth Day is a time to unite around new actions. Earth Day and 
every day is a time to act to protect our planet.” 

www.earthday.gov 
“Broaden and diversify the environmental movement worldwide, and mobilize it as the most 
effective vehicle for promoting a healthy, sustainable environment.” 

www.earthday.net 
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STRINGING THE WORLD ALONG! 
 
Grade Level(s): flexible to reach all grade levels K-12 
 
Estimated Time:  one class period 
 
Objectives:  Students will locate… 
1. cardinal directions 
2. various lines of latitude and longitude on a map and generalize about expected temperatures 
 
Materials Required: 
• yarn of various colors (black, red, orange, yellow, blue, green, purple) 
• 2 index cards labeled with the Equator , Tropic of Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Arctic Circle, Antarctic Circle, Our Latitude) 
• 1 index card labeled with the North Pole, South Pole, and Prime Meridian 
• masking tape 
• (optional) 2 hats and 2 small hand fans; 4 pair of sunglasses, gloves and scarves 
 
Procedures: 
1. Have students form a circle. 
2. Distribute the black yarn to all students in the circle, having each hold it, forming a complete circle with the black yarn. 
3. Locate the North and South points on the circle.  Have each student in those positions, tape the appropriate index card to 

their foreheads. 
4. Determine the middle of the circle (from east-west direction) and have the students in those positions hold a piece of red 

yarn between themselves to represent the Equator.  Have them tape the appropriate index card to their foreheads. 
5. Determine the direction and approximate distance of the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn and have the stu-

dents in those positions hold a piece of orange yarn between themselves to represent the two Tropics.  Have them 
 tape the appropriate index card to their foreheads. 

6. Determine the distance and label the Arctic Circle and Antarctic Circle and have the students in those positions hold a 
piece of blue yarn between themselves to represent the two Circles.  Have them tape the appropriate index card to 
 their foreheads. 

7. Ask the students where the sun’s most intense energy hits the earth.  They should indicate between the Tropic of Cancer 
and the Tropic of Capricorn, depending on the date/season (ie.-Equator on or about March 21st and September  21st, 
Cancer June 21st and Capricorn December 21st).  So, based on just this factor (not any other climatic factors like  eleva-
tion, land/water disparities, etc.) where would you expect the warmest temperatures?  Give each student holding  the 
Equator a fan and sunglasses to those holding the Tropics. 

8. Ask students where the sun’s least intense energy hits the earth.  They should indicate between the Circles and the Poles.  
Give each student holding the Poles a hat and those holding the Circles gloves and scarves. 

9. …………………Visit the GENI website for a complete copy of this lesson. 

A Story’s Place Activity 
 

1. Introduce the story of your choice by stating the title and naming the author. 
2. Discuss cover illustration with the students asking them to relate what they observe.  Encourage them to notice both the 

physical landscape that may be evident as well as the human characteristics. 
3. Tell the students they will learn more about the special place as you read the story. 
4. Flip through several pages of the book, questioning the students about other observations. 
5. Ask the students to listen, as you read the story, for specific words that tell about the place.  They should listen for words 

like trees, rivers, mountains, rocks, sand, etc.  Tell them that these are the words that will help them create a picture in 
their minds of the special place. 

6. Discuss and list the physical characteristics that were mentioned in the story. 
7. Explain to the students that they will be making a map of the special place using their list of physical features. 
8. Using a variety of hands-on materials, have the students create a three dimensional map of the story. 
9. …………………Visit the GENI website for a complete copy of this activity. 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————— 



 
WHAT: Geography and History of the World Workshops 
WHEN & WHERE: 
April 11, 2009—Indianapolis Public Schools 
April 13, 2009—Central Indiana Education Service Center, Indianapolis 
May 6, 2009—Southern Indiana Education Center, Jasper 
WHO: Social Studies teachers grades 7 through 12 
INFORMATION: Contact Terry mason, tmason@indiana.edu or 812-855-1072 
  
In this workshop, subject-matter specialists from IU-Bloomington’s Title VI Area Studies Centers will present con-
tent related to “Conflict and Cooperation,” Standard 7 of the Geography and History of the World curriculum. A 
teaching methods specialist will provide creative teaching ideas for your world history and civilization, or world ge-
ography course.  Pay for substitute teachers and Certification Renewal Credits available. 
 
WHAT: IUPUI Center for Economic Education Workshops 
WHEN & WHAT:   
General Economics Workshop (K-12), June 17-26, 9a-4p 
International Economics Workshop (3-12), July 8-17, 9a-4p 
Energy, Economics and the Environment (3-12), July 20-29, 9a-4p 
SPONSOR:  Indiana Council for Economic Education 
INFORMATION: Terri Crews, Program Coordinator at tcrews@iupui.edu or 317.274.8100. 
Check the ICEE website http://www.econed-in.org/ for information on workshops around the state. 
 
The ICEE and University Centers offer summer intensive workshops for graduate credit.  These eight-day work-
shops offer lessons with activity-oriented simulations and curriculum at each level that revolves around age-
appropriate case studies. 
 
WHAT: From the Inside Out: How Indiana’s Courts Work 
WHEN: June 15 - 26, 2009 from 8:00am – 12:30pm 
SPONSOR: Indiana Supreme Court 
INFORMATION: Dr. Elizabeth Osborn at eosborn@courts.state.in.us or 317.232.2550. 
  
This hands-on workshop is designed to familiarize participants with the daily operation of Indiana’s various courts 
and provide resources to use in teaching about the courts and the law.  The Indiana Supreme Court will provide a 
$500 stipend to the first 24 registrants. Reimbursement for travel costs for those outside Indianapolis is available. 
 
WHAT: Summer Graduate Course: Power of the Question 
WHEN: July 13 to July 24 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. daily 
WHERE: IUPUI campus 
WHO: Though we encourage all interested, middle and high school teachers 
COST: For 10 selected teachers, the course’s cost is paid in full by Y-Press 
INFORAMATION: Lynn Sygiel at lynn.sygiel@indystar.com or call 317 444-2012 
  
Y-Press is a youth-media organization based in Indianapolis. Its stories appear in The Indianapolis Star and air on 
WFYI-FM (90.1). During this course, participants will collaborate with other educators and youth to develop a 
unique standards-based curriculum designed to teach middle and high school students the skills of critical thinking, 
inquiry and thoughtful questioning. 
  

Continued on next page 
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WHAT: Teaching with Historic Places interactive workshop for graduate credit 
WHERE: Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana 
WHEN: July 27-August 7, 2009 from 8:30 am-12:30 pm for ten days 
WHO: All K-12 teachers 
COST: Contact the IUPUI School of Education, 317-274-6801 
INFORMATION: Suzanne Stanis, stanis@historiclandmarks.org; (317)639-4534/(800)450-4534 
 
Join Suzanne Stanis, of the Historic Landmarks Foundation of Indiana for a ten-day interactive workshop designed 
to show educators effective ways to bring history to life within the classroom.  For online registration information 
visit the Summer II course list http://education.iupui.edu/soe/sitc/index.aspx or call IUPUI School of Ed at 317-274-
6801. 
  
WHAT: American Councils for International Education: Contemporary Russia 
WHEN: Summer 2009, 5 weeks 
WHO: K-12 teachers of history, social studies, and language arts 
COST: Fellowships available 
INFORMATION: www.acrussiaabroad.org 
 
This program offers an opportunity to study abroad in Russia and the opportunity to explore in depth the major do-
mestic and international issues currently affecting Russia.  Provides classes in Russian economics, politics, and cul-
ture. 



Geography Educators’ Network of Indiana 
IUPUI—Geography   CA121 
425 University Blvd. 
Indianapolis, IN  46202-5140 
(317) 274-8879; geni@iupui.edu 

http://www.iupui.edu/~geni 

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 


