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After four years of continent-hopping,
the National Geographic is retiring the Geography Action! Program and reasserting
2-7
National Geography Awareness Week as
2-7 its key outreach program. The ―around the
world‖ approach took us through Africa in
NA 2006, Asia in 2007, the Americas in 2008
and Europe in 2009, with a final stop in
2
Oceania this year. Resources for this last
continent, Oceania, will be limited and
2+ centered around the tile map and local
freshwater connections.
We have begun posting Freshwater
resources on the GENI website and will
3-4

continue to add more as we progress
through the fall semester. There are lots of
ways to get your students excited about
freshwater so check out the many activity
ideas to get started. Plan early and get
your entire school or community involved.
And don’t forget to have your students enter GENI’s 3rd annual GAW Postcard Contest! They will have a chance to
win some great prizes, as will you if one of
your students wins. Contest rules and template to download can be found on the
GENI website. See below for more details
and deadlines.

GENI is hosting its 3rd annual Postcard Contest as part of the National Geography Awareness Week celebration! Get your students
fired up about Freshwater and thinking about their own use of this valuable,
yet, limited resource—both at home and at school. For a copy of the contest rules
and a template to download and duplicate, visit the GENI website at
www.iupui.edu/~geni.
Special Points of

GAW 2010: Freshwater

Prizes: Exciting geography-related prizes for each category [K-2, 3-5, 6-8, 9-12];
Grand Prize Winner chosen from the 4 category winners to receive an additional
cash prize and copies of their postcard in print. Teacher of the Grand Prize Winner
will receive geography-related prizes, including a classroom set of “Indiana in
Maps: A Geographic Perspective of the Hoosier State” ($350 value).

GAW Postcard Contest

Deadline: Entries should be postmarked no later than November 27th, 2010.

Register for National
Geographic Bee!

Eligibility: Contest for students of Indiana schools (public, private, parochial or
home school) only.

Interest:
Fall Professional development opportunities

All questions should be referred to Hilary Steinhardt at geni@iupui.edu / (317) 274-8879.
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Calendar of Events
Sept. 22—Free educator preview of the
Titanic exhibit at the Indiana State Museum, 5:30-8:30pm. RSVP by Friday,
Sept. 17 to: kmorgan@hirons.com
Sept. 29-Oct. 3—NCGE National Conference in Savannah, GA. For more information visit the web.
Oct. TBA—GENI Geography Awareness Week Workshops.
Oct.—National Youth Science Day.
2010 National Science Experiment 4H2O. See below.
Oct. 12-13—Econ Camp for high school
teachers at camp Tecumseh. Details
Oct. 15 - Deadline for 2011 National
Geographic Bee school registration. For
more information visit the web.
Oct. 28—Indiana Council for the Social
Studies Annual Conference at the Benedict Inn and Retreat, Indianapolis. Details Page 6.
Oct. 28-29—Indiana Non-Public Education Conference at the Indianapolis
Convention Center.
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Nov. 5—Deadline for Lilly Endowment
Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program for summer 2011. Page 4.
Nov. 6—It’s Our World: Lessons for
Peace and Reconciliation day-long conference presented by the Committee on
Teaching about the United Nations; Shortridge Magnet High School, Indianapolis.
Details Page 7.
Nov. 14-20 – GEOGRAPHY ACTION!/GEOGRAPHY AWARENESS
WEEK: FRESHWATER. Page 5. Additional resources coming soon.
Nov. 18-21 – International Festival at
the Indiana State Fairgrounds, offering
cultural displays, ethnic food, entertainment, global bazaar, and educational
learning from exhibits like the Giant
Traveling Map of Asia. Visit http://
nationalitiescouncil.org.
Nov. 18—GENI Geography Awareness
Week After-School Workshop to be
held at the International Festival. Details
coming soon. Check the GENI website.

Resources
Water Lesson Plans—from Water
Pollution Prevention and Conservation to Is This Water Clean Enough
To Drink?, find teacher approved water lesson plans that inspire student
learning.
National Science Experiment—On
October 6, 2010, millions of young
people across the nation will become
scientists during the third annual 4-H
National Youth Science Day. In this
year's experiment, 4-H2O, youth will
learn about carbon dioxide and discover how we as a nation can reduce
our environmental impact.
International Year of Youth: Dialogue and Mutual Understanding—
The United Nations General Assembly has adopted a resolution proclaiming 2010–2011 as the International
Year of Youth.

EE-Link—Environmental Education
on the Internet, a resource designed to
support students, teachers, and professionals that support environmental
education.
Hurricane Lesson Plans—’tis the
season, for hurricanes/typhoons/
cyclones. Link A, Link B, Link C
Google Lit Trips—This site is an experiment in teaching great literature in
a very different way. Using Google
Earth, students discover where in the
world the greatest road trip stories of
all time took place... and so much
more!
Free Downloads—Teachers, kids,
and parents: check out these neat
guides and teaching aids to help make
a plan for reducing your footprint. Be
sure to print and play the Waste Detectives activity too!
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Plan a Service-learning Project
“Service and activism, both local and global, are excellent ways to get students engaged in
learning inside and outside of the classroom.” Sarah Jane Caban, My Wonderful World Editor
Service Learning is a teaching and learning strategy
that integrates meaningful community service with instruction and reflection to enrich the learning experience,
teach civic responsibility, and strengthen communities.
Youth Serve America (YSA) is one of the leading organizations working to expand youth participation in service
projects through grants and awards to teachers and students; training resources; and public-mobilization campaigns such as Global Youth Service Day, celebrated
each April. This fall My Wonderful World challenges
students, teachers, parents, and community leaders to
work together to plan a service-learning project. Not sure
where to start? Check out YSA's list of 100 Ways You

Can Change the World for ideas. Teachers can visit GoToServiceLearning for service-learning lesson plans.
You can even win prizes for your service-learning
efforts! Here’s one idea for a project/contest supported by
National Geographic:

Procter & Gamble Find Your Footprint Contest
Come up with an idea for how your school could save
water, reduce waste, or save energy and enter for a chance
to win a grand prize of five Promethean technologyenabled learning environments, plus $1,000 of National
Geographic products and 30 subscriptions to National
Geographic Kids.

How BIG is your human footprint?
We all change the Earth with the stuff that we buy, use, and throw away. This is called our human footprint. How your footprint changes the Earth is up to you.
Want to make a difference?
Enter the Find Your Footprint Contest. Learn about your footprint so you can help make a greener world
and a greener school. Your school could win five Promethean interactive whiteboards, which could help
cut down on the amount of paper you use. So go green and enter your classroom's best idea now!
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Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program 2011
Lilly Endowment is pleased to announce that the
Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program will be offered
again for 2011. This will be the 24th year the Endowment
has offered this competitive program, continuing the Endowment’s commitment to helping Indiana become an
even more rewarding setting for seasoned teachers and
other education professionals.
Again this year, individuals who have worked as
licensed teachers, principals and assistant principals in
Indiana’s public, private and parochial schools since at
least Fall 2008 are eligible to apply for the $8,000 grants.
Former recipients of Teacher Creativity Fellowships who
hold one of these positions and who received their first
grant before 2004 also may apply; later recipients are not
eligible.
The Teacher Creativity Fellowship Program will
support creative projects that are personally renewing and
intellectually revitalizing to individual Indiana teachers
and education professionals. Personal renewal and individual intellectual growth continue to be the primary
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goals of this program. If the proposed projects also will
contribute to students’ engagement and learning, applicants are encouraged to discuss that aspect in their applications.
Applicants may access the 2010 News Release that
lists the 2010 Teacher Creativity Fellowship recipients
and their projects, as well as Tips for Writing Successful
Proposals, by clicking on the underlined links in this sentence. Applicants are encouraged to print out the personal
information form from the Teacher Creativity page on the
Web site to use as the first page of the proposal.
The Endowment believes that engaged teachers,
principals and assistant principals help produce engaged
students. The expected direct or indirect benefits of a proposal to the educator and her or his students must be described in the project proposal.
The Endowment also encourages teams of eligible individuals to submit collaborative proposals. If a collaborative project is funded, each participant may receive
an $8,000 fellowship. More information

Each year thousands of schools in the United States participate in the National Geographic Bee using materials prepared by the National Geographic Society. The contest is designed to encourage teachers to include
geography in their classrooms, spark student interest in the subject, and increase public awareness about
geography. Schools with students in grades four through eight are eligible for this entertaining and challenging test of geographic knowledge.
□
□

How Schools Register

Important Dates to Remember
Register by October 15, 2010 for a fee of $90. After October 15 until final deadline of
December 10, fee is $110.
School-level Bees: November 15, 2010 - January 14, 2011
State-level Bees; Friday, April 1, 2011
National Finals: May 24-25, 2011
Check your school's registration for the 2011 Bee
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The Geography Educators’ Network of Indiana (GENI) will be hosting the Giant Traveling Map of
Asia. Come take a stroll across Asia! Try it out first-hand and find out how you can bring a giant
traveling map to your school! They come with ready-made activities and all the materials you need.

Geography Educators’ Network of Indiana
IUPUI-Geography CA 121
425 University Blvd.
Indianapolis, IN 46202-5140
(317) 274-8879; geni@iupui.edu

http://www.iupui.edu/~geni
www.iupui.edu/~ghw [Geography & History of the World]
www.iupui.edu/~gst [Geospatial Technologies]

