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Jack Delano

Jack Delano was born August 1, 1914 as Jacob Ovcharov in Voroshilovka, southwest of Kiev in
the Ukraine. His parents and family moved to Pennsylvania in 1923. He studied graphic arts,
photography and music at the Settlement Music School. Upon receiving a scholarship, he
attended the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts. There he continued his studies of
illustration and music, graduating in 1932. After graduating he was awarded a Cresson Traveling
Fellowship, which allowed him to travel throughout Europe. He went to France, Italy, England,
Italy Austria, Holland and Spain, visiting museums such as the Prado and British Museum. In
1939 he received a grant from the Federal Arts Program. He produced a series of photographs
about mining conditions in Pottsville, in the Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania coal area, where
illegal workers were employed. Subsequently, he sent some photographs to Roy Stryker at the
Farm Security Administration (FSA). He applied for a position, but none were available. Around
that time he changed his name to Jack Delano. Stryker did hire him in 1940 for the Historical
Unit of the FSA to replace Arthur Rothstein, who was leaving. His first assignment was to
photograph workers and small towns along the Eastern Seaboard, from Maine to Florida. He
travelled to Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands in 1941 for the FSA. Puerto Rico affected him so
deeply that he and his family settled there in 1946. He returned to the mainland in 1942 and
photographed the railroads for the Office of War Information (OWI). He pictured how the
railroad industry worked and the people who did the work. He worked in Chicago and then the
Pacific Coast, and started using color. The striking color photographs he took at rail yards during
the 1940s are especially well known. Delano’s photographs are known for their elegance and
empathy. He also made the concept of p/ace an important dimension of his photos. His
straightforward photographs of small towns convey a sense of national identity and the dignity of
the individual. Between 1943 and 1946 he served in the U. S. Army Air Corps as a photographer
in the Pacific and South America. In 1945 he was awarded a Guggenheim Grant to return to
Puerto Rico on a photography project. His earlier work in Puerto Rico led to a lifelong love of
the landscape, people and culture. In 1946 he returned and began a long career that included
working as a freelance filmmaker and independent photographer. He was also a composer,
including music for ballet, orchestra, chamber groups and chorus and solo vocal. His vocal music
incorporated Puerto Rican poetry, especially the works of Tomas Blanco. He, along with Blanco
and his wife Irene were also collaborators of illustrated children’s books. The Child's Gift: A
Twelfth Night Tale by Blanco, with illustrations by Irene Delano and music by Jack Delano is a
classic in Puerto Rican literature. He also created and directed Puerto Rico’s public television
network. He and his wife Irene worked in the Community Division of the Department of Public
Education. There he produced films and composed many of the scores. He directed Los
Peloteros, now a classic film about rural kids and their love of baseball. In 1979 he received a
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Puerto Rico Foundation for the Humanities grant to put on an exhibit entitled, “Contrasts: 40
Years of Change and Continuity in Puerto Rico.” In 1990 he finally published Puerto Rico Mio:
Four Decades of Change. He and his wife were intimately and actively immersed in the cultural
life of Puerto Rico. He died in 1997 at the age of 83 in Puerto Rico, where he lived since 1946.

Jack Delano Bibliography

Los Aguinaldos del Infante: glosa de Epifania. Tomas Blanco, with musical ornament by Jack
Delano and illustrated by Irene Delano. San Juan, PR: Pan American Book Company, 1954.

The Conquest and Settlement of the Island of Boriquen or Puerto Rico. lllustrated by Jack and
Irene Delano. Avon, CT: Printed for the members of the Limited Editions Club, 1975.

De San Juan a Ponce en el tren. Jack Delano. Rio Piedras: Editorial de la Universidad de Puerto
Rico, 1990.

El Dia que el pueblo se despidio de Munoz. Jack Delano. Puerto Rico: Fundacion Luis Munoz
Marin, 1987.

The Emperor's New Clothes. Jean Van Leeuwen, illustrated by Jack and Irene Delano. New
York: Random House, 1973.

En busca del Maestro Rafael Corder. Jack and Irene Delano. Rio Piedras, PR: Editorial de la
Universidad de Puerto Rico, 1994.

Fields of Vision: The Photographs of Jack Delano; Library of Congress. Esmeraldo Santiago.
Washington, DC: D. Giles, 2010.

Las caretas de carton del Carnaval de Ponce. Teodoro Vidal. Fotografias por Jack Delano.
Caparra Heights, San Juan, PR: Ediciones Alba, 1982.

Photographic Memories. Jack Delano. Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1997.
Puerto Rico Mio. Arturo Carrion. Washington, DC: Smithsonian, 1990.
That's Life. Jack Delano. San Juan: Editorial de la Universidad de Puerto Rico, 1996.

Sabios arboles, magicos arboles. Jack Delano. San Juan: Division de Educacion de la
Comunidad del Departamento de Instruccion Publica de Puerto Rico, 1975.

Stupid Peter and Other Tales. Helen K. Olsen, illustrated by Jack and Irene Delano. New York:
Random House, 1970.

Indiana Farm Security Administration Photographs Digital Collection
http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/IFSAP




Jack Delano - 3

Superfortress over Japan: Twenty-four Hours with a B-29. Ronald E. Ostman and Royal D.
Colle. Osceola, WI: Motorbooks International, 1996.

Jack Delano Websites

Center for Railroad Art and Photograph
http://www.railphoto-art.org/galleries/delano.html

Chicago Rail Photographs of Jack Delano: Chicago Reader
http://www.chicagoreader.com/TheBlog/archives/2010/09/03/the-chicago-rail-photographs-of-

jack-delano

Jack Delano at the Museum of Contemporary Photography
http://www.mocp.org/collections/permanent/delano jack.php

Smithsonian Archives of American Art: Interview with Jack Delano
http://www.aaa.si.edu/collections/oralhistories/transcripts/delano65.htm

Indiana Farm Security Administration Photographs Digital Collection
http://www.ulib.iupui.edu/IFSAP




