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Mr. Kenneth R. Beesley
State Examiner

State Board of Accounts
Room 912-State Office Building

Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Dear Mr. Beesley:

This is in reply to your request for my Official Opinion
concerning the following question:

Does the General Insurance Law along with the
General School Powers Act, provide authority for in-
surance coverage paid from public funds to protect
the members of the governing body of a . school
corporation who may be sued personally ina civil suit
for actions taken by them in their duties as members
of the governing body?"

ANALYSIS

Authority may be found in the General Insurance Law,
Acts 1949, Ch. 52; IC 1971, 27- , as found in Burns
Ind. Stat. Ann. 9 39-1818 et seq. (1965 Repl.) for the State

or a municipal corporation to purchase insurance. This in-
surance is for the purpose of insuring the officers, ap-
pointees, agents, and employees of the State or a municipal
corporation against loss or damage resulting from bodily in-
jury or property damage sustained by any person arising
out of the ownership, maintenance, hire or use of any motor
vehicle owned by the State or municipal corporation and any
real or personal property owned, hired, or used by the State
or nlunicipal corporation.

The General School Powers Act (Acts 1965, Ch. 307, Sec.
202; IG 1971, 20- , as found in Burns' Ind. Stat. Ann.
9 28-1710 (14) (1970 Repl.) J provides specific authority for
a school corporation to insure the school corporation, members
of the governing body, employees, contractors, or agents of
the school corporation from any liability, risk, accident or
loss related to any school property, school contract, school
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or school-related activity. This authority includes, but is not
limited to, the purchase of insurance protecting such persons
against false imprisonment, false arrest, or for acts com-
mitted in the course of their emploYment.

The language of the statute is broad enough to cover any
act which arises from the course of emploYment involved
in a school-related activity. A school-related activity would
encompass meetings of the members of the school board of
the corporation and any liability arising from decisions made
therein. Inasmuch as the statute states that the governing
body acting for the school corporation has the power and
authority to purchase the insurance, it is implied that the
premiums on these policies would come from public funds.

CONCLUSION

I t is, therefore, my Official Opinion that the General School
Powers Act grants authority to the governing body of a
school corporation to purchase insurance, payable from pub-
lic funds, which covers employees' personal (civil) liability
suits arising from acts committed while within the scope
and course of their emploYment.


