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November 28, 1972
Hon. Dan E. Huff

State Representative
4424 East Michigan Street.

Indianapolis, Iirdiana 46201

Dear Representative Huff:

This is in response to your r que'St for my Official Opinion
concerning the following question:

Is the Township Trustee of Center Township,
Marion County, prohibited from' issuing to a family,
including a one. member. family eligible for participa-
tion in the food stamp program, la purchase order
enabling the family to buy additional food with such
purchase order if the family does not qualify under one
of the four special conditions as set forth in H. B. 1030
passed by the 1972 GeneralAssembly?"

ANALYSIS

The 'amendment in question, Acts 1972, P.L. 96; IC 1971
12- 10, as found in Burns' Ind. Stat. Ann. 52-152 (1972
Supp. ), specifically states the conditions under which any
supplemental food purchase orders may be issued by the over-
seers of the poor.

"* * * The amount of the food order for various
sized families will be based upon uniform monthly
standards established by the overseer with the approval
of the township advisory board and changed from time
to time as conditions warrant, providing an additional
amount of food may be ordered for special health
reasons as prescribed by a physician and provided
further that a supplemental food order may be issued
because of the loss of the recipient's food by fire , flood
or other disaster, or by burglary or other criminal act,
or by the unpreventable spoilage of food. (Emphasis
supplied.

"* * * The only conditions under which such over-
seer of the poor can purchase food for an eligible food
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stamp family, including a one member family, directly
from a combined grocery and meat market are: (1)
duringa peryod beginning on the day a family, including
a one member family, applies to such ov rseer of the

poor for poor relief ap.d ending not later than five (5)
days after thed.ay the family becomes eligible to par-
tieipate in the food stamp program, (2) upon the loss
of the familys food stamps 'Or foo supply by fire or
other disaster, including by burglary or other criminal

, (3) upon the loss of the family's food supply
through spoilage or (4) upon a written statement from
a physician indicating that one or more members of
the family needs a special diet, the cost of which is
greater than can be purchased with the family s al-
lotment of food stamps.

IG 1971, 12- 10 (d), as added by Acts 1971 , P .

168 , as amended by Acts 1972, P.L. 96, (H.B. 1030).

The doctrine of expressio unius est exclusio alterius is still
utilized in the interpretation of statutes and should be fol-
lowed in this instance. Shupe v. Bell 127 Ind. App. 192, 141

E. 2d 351 (1956).

Relying on the rules of statutory construction, it is neces-
sary to determine the legislative intent. The intent is to be
ascertained from all sections. Steiert v. Soulter 102 N.E. 113
(Ind. 1913).

Public Law 96, Acts 1972, was specifically enacted to amend
Indiana Code 1971, 12- 1 which concerns public welfare as
it relates to poor relief. Through said amendment to the afore-
mentioned statute, the Legislature clearly shows that the intent
in the enactment of the amendment was to limit supplemental
food stamp relief to those instances specifically named.

The language used in the statute is clear in limiting its ap-
plication to particular classes of cases and leaves no room for
doubt as to the intention of the Legislature. In view of the
clear enumeration of the limitations set forth in the statute
there is no authority to transcend or add to the statute so as
to encompass those cases that do not fall within its provisions.
BeUenbrock v. Miller 105 Ind. 600, 112 N.E. 771 (1916).
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CONCLUSION

It is, therefore my Official Opinion that the T()wnship
Trustee of Center Township of Marion County is prohibited
from issuing supplemental purchase orders under the food
stamp program to persons who do not qualify under the four
(4) specific provisions of P.L. 96, Acts 1972. The four (4)
specific provisions are: (1) timely application within five
days of original application for poor relief; (2) loss of food
stamps or food by disater; (3) loss of foo through spoilage;
and (4) physician s statement of need for special health
reasons.


