
AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CONSCIENCE

INTRODUCTION 

Early on, Dr. Barbara Stilwell compiled an alphabetical list of authors who, more or less, 

implicated the concept of conscience and who very much influenced our theory of conscience as 

it evolved. She wrote: 

Our conscience model was conceptualized in the light of normal everyday encounters 

with normal youngsters as well as clinical experience with children and adolescents 

manifesting psychiatric problems. It was also influenced by the theoretical ideas and 

research studies of individuals in developmental psychology, psychiatry, and the 

neurodevelopmental sciences.  [italics added for emphasis; MG2] 

She added: 

The following abbreviated list of authors come to mind:

A Aichorn, A Bandura, D Baumrind, J Bowlby, R Coles, W Damon, C Darwin, J Dunn, 

N Eisenberg, R Emde, S Freud, A Freud, J Gibbs, C Gilligan, M Hoffman, C Izard, 

J Kagan, R Kidder, G Kochanska, L Kolhberg, J LeDoux, T Lickona, E Maccoby, 

G Patterson, J Piaget, M Radke-Yarrow, J Rest, R Selman, S Suomi, L Vygotsky,      

G Valliant, EO Wilson.  

Stilwell (2002): Trauma, Moral Development, and Conscience Functioning 

https://scholarworks.iupui.edu/handle/1805/15746  

In our seminal conscience studies 1982 to 2001, she kept scrupulous notes and provided synoptic 

accounts of our readings of many of the aforementioned authors. 

From 2001 until the present time, during our Conscience Project (CP) meetings, we have had 

countless conscience-sensitive and conscience-relevant conversations on various themes both 

new and perennial. These conversations implicated and also, often enough, explicated our 

empirically derived conscience theory. One or more of us in any given conversation found one or 

more of the domains of conscience—conceptualization, moralized attachment, moral emotional 

responsiveness, moral valuation and moral volition- coming into the foreground and helping us 

to ferret out and to fathom emergent moral issues (right versus wrong) and moral dilemmas 

(right versus right). We readily applied the triune conceptual framework of conscience theory: 

stages, domains and bedrock/intrinsic values to ideas we were studying in ethics, neuroscience, 

philosophy, psychology, and theology. 

Over time, our conversations in CP enlarged in scope to art, literature, and state-craft. We 

became keenly aware that the same conscience domains were, as if they had been purpose-built, 

the very tools we needed— prismatic lenses that could afford us new perspectives upon the 

persons, real or imaginary, out of antiquity or out of today’s headline news, associated with the 

issues and dilemmas of concern to us and, little by little, illuminating our moral natures. We 

began to see the possibility of taking conscience sensitive approaches to the biographies in which 

we were already disposed to delve, to character-analyses of literary works in which we were 

already absorbed and to companionable chats after stage-reading or full dramatic performance 
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during which we had willingly suspended our disbelief. We began to see what conscience 

sensitive approaches could yield in our own scholarship and creative work, in our reading of fact 

or fiction, and in our own writings. Moreover, we wondered in what novel ways those 

approaches could be integrated into our teaching efforts in humanistic medicine, general 

humanities and, specifically, moral education. 

In 2016, inspired by an Encyclopedia of Philosophers on Religion an invaluable resource 

authored by Bernard Verkamp (2008); CP participants (listed in reverse alphabetical order: Sig 

and Deb Zielke, Ethna Verkamp, John Sullivan, Jere Odell, Deb and Beulah Galvin, Joseph and 

Susan DiMicco) joined MG2 to compile the original alphabetized dream list for possible entries 

in An Encyclopedia of Conscience. 

The following list is envisioned, by no means exclusive and, hopefully calls out for contributors 

here and now and yet to be. It should be considered an expansion of Barb’s 2002 list drawn from 

developmental psychology, psychiatry, and the neurodevelopmental science. 

There have been some additions made since 2016, These appear in italics. 

Those nominations underlined are open files of persons with raw material already provided by 

CP participants veins of valuable ore that can be mined from Conscience Works. 

Those nominations in red font are refined and alloyed into possible models for uniform style. 

Conscience A to Z 

A: Addams (J), Aesara§, Aesop, Anselm§, Arendt, Artemisia, Aquinas§, Augustine, Austen§  

B: (de) Beauvoir, Bonaventure§, Bonhoeffer§, Bowlby§, Buber, Bryant (SW) 

C: Calkins, Campbell, Camus, Chekhov, (de) Chardin, Cicero, Cleckley, Comey*, Costelloe 

     {Stephen} 

D: Damasio*§, Dante, Debs§, Decety*§, Dendy {Bosanquet}, Derrida, 

     Dickens, Diotima§, Douglas (F) 

E: Eliot (G), Erickson, Eriugena§ 

F: Fechner, Foucault 

G: Gandhi, Ghazzali, Gilbert (KE), Goethe, Goldman 

H: Hadrian, Hare*, Hartshorne, Hegel§, Heidegger§, Hobbes, Hugo§, Hume, Husserl  

I:  Ibn Khaldun, Ibn Rushd {Averroes}, Ishiguro*, Islam§, Irigaray* 

J:  James H, James W, Janet§, Jerome§, Jones (EE Constance), Julian of Norwich, Jung 

K: Kant§, Kidder§, Kierkegaard§, King (ML), Klein (M) 

L: Lewis (CS), Lincoln, Locke 

M: Marcus Aurelius, Markan Gospel Writer§, Marx, May (W)*, McIntyre*§, Mencius§, More, 

      Murasaki, Murdoch (I) 

N: Nietzsche§, Nozick§, Nussbaum*§

O: ______ 

P:  Piaget§, Pierce  

Q: Quixote {Cervantes} 

R: Rand, Rawls, Ricouer, Rousseau  

S:  Sartre, Schore (A), Schweitzer, Shakespeare, Shaftesbury {AA Cooper, Earl of}, Shelton C§, 

      Sinclair (M), Smith (A), Stein (E), Steinbeck§, Swinburne*§ 

T: Talbot (E), Tecumseh§, Teresa of Avila, Tillich, Tolstoi, Turiel*§ 
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U: Unamuno y Jugo 

V: Vico§ 

W: Walther, Weil, Wharton, Woolf, Wordsworth§ 

X: Xenophanes 

Y: Yeats 

Z: Zahn –Waxler*§, Zeno 
 

 

*Contemporary  

§ Frequent references and/or some basic material exists within Conscience Project 

enduring materials on Conscience Works or else in the Conscience Project Meeting 

summaries.  
 

PROPOSED UNIFORM ELEMENTS FOR AN ENTRY IN AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF CONSCIENCE 

CATEGORICAL TITLE: This will be the relevant letter of the alphabet contained in the elliptical 

phrase, for example: ‘A’ IS FOR . . .  

 

SUBTITLE: This will head the subject, for example: “JANE AUSTEN”   

 

IMAGES: A few are welcome but entirely optional. They should only be images culled from the public 

domain and attribution, if known and applicable, should be in the form ‘IMAGES courtesy of___’ and 

included just above the REFERENCES.  

SUBJECTS: Author, Artist, Historical Figure, Fictional Character (birth-death dates, date of flourishing, 

date in which fiction occurs, and/or date of depiction); Faith tradition or belief system (in which case 

commentary including dates of origin would be appropriate here).   

MORALIZED TIME LINE. Advantages, adversities, principle moral attachment figures, moralized 

genogram role models, mentors, influences, crises, conversions, renunciations, repudiations and 

transformations are appropriate here. 

CONSCIENCE RELEVANT WORKS. Direct Quotations, Scripture Passages and Commentary as well as 

inferences and interpretations of a more general sort are appropriate here.   

CONSCIENCE STAGES. The subject’s sense or depiction of the developmental process of conscience 

formation.  

CONSCIENCE DOMAINS [INTRINSIC VALUES] 

• CONCEPTUALIZATION/IMAGERY OF CONSCIENCE [MORAL MEANING MAKING]  

• MORALIZED ATTACHMENT [CONNECTEDNESS]  

• MORAL EMOTIONAL RESPONSIVENESS [BALANCE—HARMONY – EQUANIMITY]  

• MORAL VALUATION [WORTH ATTRIBUTED TO AUTHORITY-OTHER-SELF]   

• MORAL VOLITION [FREEDOM-RESPONSIBILITY]: prospects for change, 

prescriptions/recommendations for human flourishing, AND/OR for prevention of and recovery 

from demoralization and harm.    
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IMAGES courtesy of ___ 

REFERENCES 

INITIALS OF THE CONTRIBUTOR(S) 

CURRENT LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS

AL ANGELINE LARIMER

BMS BARBARA M. STILWELL 

JD JOSEPH DIMICCO

JO   JERE ODELL

JS JOHN SULLIVAN

MG2 COLLABORATION EFFORT: MARGARET M GAFFNEY AND MATTHEW R GALVIN 

MG3 COLLABORATIVE EFFORT: MG2 AND MARY LOU GRAMELSPACHER  

MMG MARGARET M GAFFNEY 

MRG MATTHEW R GALVIN

SD SUSAN DIMICCO 

RESOURCES:

A COMPANION TO ETHICS (1991): ed. P Singer; Blackwell 

A DICTIONARY OF PHILOSOPHY (1996): ed.  T Mautner; Blackwell 

A HISTORY OF WOMEN PHILOSOPHERS, volumes i-iv (1995): ME Waithe, ed. Kluwer 

Academic Press 

Copleston F (1962/93, 1977/94): A HISTORY OF PHILOSOPHY, volumes i-ix; Image 

Books, Doubleday 

Ellenberger H (1970): THE DISCOVERY OF THE UNCONSCIOUS, the history and 

evolution of dynamic psychiatry; Basic Books 

Jones WT (1969, 1980): A HISTORY OF WESTERN PHILOSOPHY, volumes i-v, Second 

Edition; Harcourt, Brace and World, Inc 

Verkamp B (2008): ENCYCLOPEDIA OF PHILOSOPHERS ON RELIGION; McFarland 

& Company, Inc 

MG2 

6.28.2021 
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About this Work 

Margaret M. Gaffney & Matthew R. Galvin, editors. An Encyclopedia of Conscience. IU Conscience 
Project. Accessible from: https://scholarworks.iupui.edu/handle/1805/27074. 

Since 2001, our Conscience Project meetings have regularly included lively discussions and applications 
of the conceptual framework of conscience theory - stages, domains and bedrock/intrinsic values – to 
the ideas we are studying in ethics, neuroscience, education, philosophy, psychology and theology. Early 
on, Dr. Barbara Stilwell compiled an alphabetical list of authors who may or may not have been explicit 
about conscience, but who deeply influenced our theory of conscience as it evolved, and recently, we 
have begun to apply the same conscience-sensitive approaches to character/author analyses in the 
histories, biographies, and other literature, fact and fiction, we are reading.  We are excited to see how 
these unique conscience-sensitive approaches can enrich our own writing and teaching in humanistic 
medicine, general humanities, and specifically, moral education.  The brief entries in this Encyclopedia 
of Conscience are not meant to be full biographies, but rather to provide an imaginative sketch of the 
form and function of each subject’s conscience.  We welcome ideas and additions. 

This work is licensed by the IU Conscience Project under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License. 
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