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Honorable Walter P. Helmke
Indiana State Senator

309 Standard Building

Fort Wayne, Indiana 46802

Dear Senator Helme:
This is in response to your request for my offcial opinion

on the following question:

Does the usage of blue lights on city ambulances
violate the proscription of Indiana Code 19- 40-11?"

ANALYSIS

IC 1971 , 19- 40- , as found in Burns ' Ind. Stat. Ann., Sec-
tion 48-6143 (1972 Supp. ), provides as follows:

It shall be unlawful for any person who is not a
member of a regularly organized volunteer fire com-
pany or association to display on any public or private
motor vehicle at any time blue lights of any size or
shape, except a school bus used to transport children
to or from a public or private school.

N othing in this section contained shall be construed
as prohibiting a permittee of the owner of a vehicle
lawfully equipped with a blue light from operating the
vehicle if the blue light is not illuminated.

Emergency vehicles' equipment requirements are found in
IC 1971 , 9- , as found in Burns ' Ind. Stat. Ann. , Section
47-2216a (1965 Repl.). References to blue lights are not found
in these provisions. Red flashing lights are the standard
equipment in Indiana for all emergency vehicles.

The language of the blue light section appears to be clear on
its face and to leave no room for any different construction.
It states that no vehicle other than a volunteer fireman s can

use or mount blue lights. The sentence regarding driving
without illuminating the blue lights refers only to a permittee
driving a volunteer fireman s vehicle and was meant to include
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the wife and family of the volunteer. It does not apply to a
city ambulance.

CONCLUSION.

It is, therefore, my Offcial Opinion that IC 1971 , 19- 40-11,
Burns' Section 48-6143, prohibits the use of blue lights on
city ambulances or any other emergency vehicles except
vehicles operated by volunteer firemen. Red and amber flash-
ing lights are the standard equipment in Indiana for all. other
emergency vehicles.


