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OFFICIAL OPINION NO. 

July 27, 19

Mrs. Mary Aikins Currie
Auditor of State

240 State House
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204

Dear Mrs. Currie:

This is in reply to your request for an Offcial Opinion on the
following questions:

1. Is it the responsibility of the State of Indiana
to pay the cost for an employee to become a Notary
Public?

2. Should the consideration to pay such cost be based
on a law which would require the employing depart-
ment to retain a Notary Public? If not a specific law,
would it be permissible for an employing agency to pay
the cost for a Notary Public Commission for an em-
ployee of that agency only for the convenience of that
agency or for a need within that agency?

3. Can a Notary Public Commission be issued which
would restrict the use of such commission to be only
for the business of the State of Indiana?

ANALYSIS

In response to questions (1) and (2), 1 must first direct the
attention of each state agency that is confronted with such a
problem to the respective statute that governs its own opera-
tions. A few agencies, such as the State Highway Commission
are required by statute to pay the cost for certain of its em-
ployees to become notaries public. Each state agency must
therefore consult the statute governing its own operations
to determine if it is specifically required to pay such costs.

Such costs may also be paid by the State when provided for
in the administrative pay plan established by the director of
the personnel division of the Department of Administration.
The State Budget Agency has the responsibility to detennine
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whether compensation paid to state employees for the cost

for their becoming notaries public is necessary or desirable.

As to jurisdiction of any notaries public in Indiana, the law
is quite specific. "The jurisdiction of any notary pJlblic duly
qualified in this State shall be co-extensive .with the limits of
the State; but no notary public shall be compelled to. act out
of the limits of the County in which he resides." (Burns ' Indi-
ana Statutes 49-3505)

CONCLUSION

It is therefore my Offcial Opinion that a State agency may
pay the cost for certain of its employees to become a notary
public where:

(a) the statute governing the operations of the
agency expressly provides for the payment of such
costs; or

(b) payment of such costs is expressly provided for
in the pay plan established by the director of personnel
of the department of administration; or

(c) payment of such costs is deemed necessary or de-
sirable by the budget. agency approving requests of this
nature.

It is also my Offcial Opinion that all notary public commis-
sions issued in the State of Indiana enjoy state-wide jurisdic-
tion without restriction. In the case of those notaries public

whose application fees and bond are paid by the State of
Indiana for the State s convenience, it would be a matter of
ethical constraint on their part whether or not said notaries
restrict their notary work to specified State business.


