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December 26, 1973

Honorable Harry E. Thompson
Indiana State Senator

4725 Stringtown Road
Evansville, Indiana 47711

Dear Senator Thompson:

This is in response to your request for my offcial opinion
on the following question:

May a person eighteen years or older, but under
twenty-one years old, contract for the sale of his own
blood with a blood service organization ?"

ANALYSIS

Y our question concerns the scope of the age of maj ority

bills enacted by the 1973 General Assembly. Acts 1973, P.
313, Section 7 provides:

N 0 contract, sale, release or conveyance executed
by a person after reaching his eighteenth (18th) birth-

day may be avoided by him on the grounds that, at the
time the agreement was executed, he was acting under
a legal disability by reason of his age. Nor. . (may
any J legal disability by reason of age be asserted as
a defense in an action to enforce a contract against a
person who executed the agreement after reaching his
eighteenth (18th) birthday.

However, IC 1971, 16- 1 (Burns' (1973 Supp. 35-
4412) provides:

Any person of the age of eighteen (18) years or over
shall be eligible to donate blood in any voluntary and
non-compensatory blood program without the necessity
of obtaining parental permission or authorization.

It should be noted that the above statute dealing with volun-
tary, non-compensatory blood donations by 18 year olds with-
out parental consent was enacted by the 1969 General Assem-
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bly. It is a well established principle that statutes shO'uld be
construed so as to avoid conflicts wherever PO'ssible. Straus
Bros. Co. v. Fisher (1928), 200 Ind. 307, 163 N.E. 225. See
also, 1947 O. G. 32.

The two statutes, above quoted, do not present a conflict.
The Act of 1969 deals with "donations ; the Act of 1973 deals
with "sales." The Act of 1969 did not occupy the entire field
of blood transfer programs. It did not remove the legal
disabilities of a minor in a compensatory or contractual pro-
gram. The Act of 1973 did remove the legal disabilities by
reason of age of a person over 18 years old, but under 21
years old, who makes a contract. Thus, Public Law 313 of the
Acts of 1973 does apply to a situation in which a person over
18 years old, but under 21 years old, contracts for the sale
of his own blood to a blood service organization.

CONCLUSION

Therefore, it is my Offcial Opinion that Acts 1973, P.L. 313
enables a person over 18 years old, but under 21 years old,
to contract for the sale of his own blood to' a blood service
organization.
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