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Spain 
Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy

Country Overview 
Population (2018) 46,797,754 

GNI Per Capita (2018) $30,462 

Country Classification by Income Level (2018) High-income 

Number of Registered Philanthropic Organizations (2018) 51,404 

Philanthropic Environment Country Overall Score (2018) 3.97 

Philanthropic Environment Cross-Border Flows Score 
(2018) 

4.50 

Data: Population, GNI Per Capita and Country Classification by Income Level: World Bank, www.worldbank.org 
Number of Registered Philanthropic Organizations: Global Philanthropy Environment Index: Eastern and Southern 
Europe, globalindices.iupui.edu 
Philanthropic Environment Country Overall Score and Cross-Border Flows Score: Indiana University Lilly Family 
School of Philanthropy, 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index. globalindices.iupui.edu 

Cross-Border Resource Flows, 2018 (in millions of inflation-adjusted 
2018 US dollars) 

Total 
Resource Flows 

Philanthropy 
Official 

Development 
Assistance (ODA) 

Remittances 
Private Capital 

Investment 

$32,821.12 $360.96 $2,890.30 $17,874.00 $11,695.86 

Quality of Data on Philanthropic Outflows ++++ 

Data: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2020 Global Philanthropy Tracker 
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Summary of cross-border philanthropy 
Cross-border giving data for Spain is collected by a third-party organization using surveys. La 
Coordinadora de Organizaciones de Cooperación para el Desarrollo (Coordinadora), collects 
data from its member organizations through an extensive survey and makes most of the data 
publicly available. From 2004-2012 they published reports annually.  For the past eight years, 
they only published in 2014, 2016, 2017, and 2019. 
 
SENDING CROSS-BORDER CHARITABLE DONATIONS 
In Spain, individuals and private philanthropic organizations (POs) are able to send contributions 
across borders (Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018). As long as the 
donations comply with the anti-money laundering and financing of terrorism legislation, there 
are no additional restrictions for sending cross-border charitable donations. However, while the 
European Union (EU) requires countries to provide the same tax incentives for domestic 
donations as for those that go to other EU member states, Spain does not provide the same tax 
incentives for cross-border giving. 
 
RECEIVING CROSS-BORDER CHARITABLE DONATIONS  
In Spain, philanthropic contributions can be received from abroad and are not treated differently 
than domestic philanthropic contributions (Indiana University Lilly Family School of 
Philanthropy, 2018). However, administrative requirements can be burdensome depending on 
where the donations come from. Although there are no specific regulations against cross-border 
philanthropy, the process remains complicated within the EU.  
 
ESTIMATED CROSS-BORDER GIVING 
According to the Coordinadora’s 2019 report, their 77 member organizations worked in 114 
countries with 35 million individuals and invested EUR 500.7 million in 2018. Furthermore, the 
member organizations received EUR 325.33 million in funding from private sources and EUR 
298.87 million from public sources in 2018 (La Coordinadora, 2019). 
 
Additionally, individuals can donate funds through their tax returns. In Spain, individuals can 
donate 0.7 percent of their “tax liability accrued before deductions” and the state allocated the 
funds to either Catholic churches or an assortment of different nonprofit organizations. Of the 
EUR 275 million, 19 percent went to nonprofit organizations focused on “international 
cooperation and development” in 2010 (Rey-García et al., 2013). 
 
Finally, the Empresa & Sociedad Fundación is a partner with Transnational Giving Europe 
(TGE). In 2019, this foundation alone directed EUR 380,426 in philanthropic contributions from 
Spain to other TGE member states (Empresa & Sociedad Fundación, 2020). 
 
ESTIMATED CROSS-BORDER VOLUNTEERING 
The Coordinadora also collects data regarding volunteering from their partner organizations. In 
2018, the 77 organizations utilized 20,439 volunteers, of which 4,140 worked abroad. Of the 
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volunteers who worked abroad, the organizations were asked to indicate in which fields their 
volunteers worked (La Coordinadora, 2019). The top 4 fields were education (18 organizations), 
gender equality (18), human rights (17), and health (16).   
 
The VII Estudio Sobre Voluntariado Universitario 2019 researched and published by the 
Fundación Mutua Madrileña covers volunteering by Spanish university students via non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) as well as programs conducted by Spanish universities 
(Fundación Mutua Madrileña, 2019).  
 
In the 2018/2019 school year there were a total of 2,051 projects conducted by those entities, and 
13 percent of the projects occurred outside of Spain, mainly in Africa and Latin America. 
Although only 3 percent of universities and NGOs conducted projects solely in other countries, 
56 percent conducted programs both within and without Spain.  
 
Interestingly, the universities and NGOs are increasingly focusing on more local projects. The 
data was gathered from a survey sent out to various NGOs and universities in Spain; they 
received responses from 48 universities and 113 NGOs. 
 
CROSS-BORDER GIVING BY CHARITABLE CAUSES 
In 2018, the 77 organizations that are a part of the Coodinadora primarily focused on education 
and health (La Coordinadora, 2019). Globally, there were 334 education projects in 74 countries, 
237 health-related projects in 70 countries, and 223 gender-related projects in 50 countries. Other 
projects focused on human rights; humanitarian action and emergencies; agriculture, water, and 
sanitation; and more. Additionally, these projects focused on particular populations such as 
women (416 projects), the rural population (278), youth (268), families (211), indigenous 
population/ethnic minorities/Afro-descendants (126), refugee and migrant population (101), 
displaced persons (71), people with disabilities (46), and the elderly (17). 
 
Although the member organizations work globally in 114 different countries, West Africa 
received the most investment in 2018 at EUR 148.6 million (La Coordinadora, 2019). North & 
Central America and the Caribbean came in second at EUR 94.8 million, followed by South 
America (EUR 75.6 million), the Middle East (EUR 74 million), Central Africa (EUR 33.2 
million), and Asia (EUR 33 million). 
 
In terms of the number of people these organizations work with, Africa is first (30.9 million 
people), followed by the Americas (21 million), the Middle East (7.88 million), Asia (2.54 
million) and finally Europe (639 thousand) (La Coordinadora, 2019). 
 
 
KEY DEVELOPMENTS AND TRENDS IN CROSS-BORDER GIVING 
In the past, international emergencies have elicited a generous response from Spanish donors. 
The philanthropic donations were raised through national campaigns, telethons, concerts, and 
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through the aforementioned 0.7 percent tax scheme. Additionally, some philanthropic 
organizations have been able to gain donor loyalty after such emergencies by reaching out to the 
former-one-time donors. For this reason, in the future Spanish citizens will likely continue to be 
strong donors when international disasters strike (Rey-Garcia et al., 2012). 
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_______________________________________________________ 
Do you have information to add to this profile? 

We greatly appreciate the contributions of researchers, scholars, and leaders around the world to 
the study of cross-border philanthropy. If you know of any additional information or newly 
available data that could be included in future editions, please send us an update at 
indices@iupui.edu.
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