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Luxembourg 
Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy 

Country Overview 
Population (2018) 607,950 

GNI Per Capita (2018) $79,143 

Country Classification by Income Level (2018) High-income 

Number of Registered Philanthropic Organizations (2020) 94 

Philanthropic Environment Country Overall Score (2018) N/A 

Philanthropic Environment Cross-Border Flows Score 
(2018) N/A 

Data: Population, GNI Per Capita and Country Classification by Income Level: World Bank, www.worldbank.org 
Number of Registered Philanthropic Organizations: Luxembourg Government Directorate for Development 
Cooperation and Humanitarian Affairs, https://cooperation.gouvernement.lu/en/partenaires/ong-partenaires.html  

Cross-Border Resource Flows, 2018 (in millions of inflation-adjusted 
2018 US dollars) 

Total 
Resource Flows Philanthropy 

Official 
Development 

Assistance (ODA) 
Remittances Private Capital 

Investment 

$1,815.80 $20.97 $473.36 $1,321.47 

Quality of Data on Philanthropic Outflows ++ 

Data: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2020 Global Philanthropy Tracker 
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Summary of cross-border philanthropy 
Data on cross-border philanthropy are not systematically collected in Luxembourg at this time. 
The Cercle de Coopération des ONGD (Cercle, Circle of Development NGO Cooperation) 
collects internal data on cross-border donations from the organizations under its umbrella. To 
obtain total aggregate cross-border giving amounts in Luxembourg in 2018, data were pulled 
from financial reports of 29 Cercle member organizations. 

SENDING CROSS-BORDER CHARITABLE DONATIONS 
Cross-border charitable donations are permitted in Luxembourg. In many cases, these donations 
are eligible for tax deductions. The Luxembourg Ministry of Justice provides a list of 
organizations or non-governmental (NGOs) to which charitable donations are tax deductible, 
including some Luxembourgish POs that operate in other countries (Administration des 
contributions directes, 2020).   

To receive a tax deduction for a direct cross-border donation to an organization elsewhere in the 
European Union (EU), donors must declare that the recipient organization meets Luxembourg 
tax requirements. The recipient organization must also sign a certificate asserting it meets certain 
requirements, i.e. the support of any of nine causes, including development cooperation; and that 
the organization is tax-exempt in its country, with similar allowable deductions (Surmatz & 
Forrest, 2019). 

RECEIVING CROSS-BORDER CHARITABLE DONATIONS  
There are no restrictions against receiving cross-border charitable donations in Luxembourg. 
Donations from non-residents are typically not subject to a gift tax (KPMG, 2020). 

ESTIMATED CROSS-BORDER GIVING 
Data collection on cross-border giving in Luxembourg is sparse. Cercle collects data on the 
activity of 87 international development-focused NGOs, of which 29 had publicly available data 
on cross-border activity. In 2018, these organizations’ private income was a total of EUR 18.3 
million to international recipients (Cercle, 2019). 

ESTIMATED CROSS-BORDER VOLUNTEERING 
N/A 

CROSS-BORDER GIVING BY CHARITABLE CAUSES 
A breakdown of cross-border giving by charitable causes supported by the organizations 
included in the aggregate data is unavailable. However, among all Cercle members, the three 
largest causes were humanitarian aid (17% of aid), education (13%), and infrastructure and 
economic services (12%). This constitutes EUR 2.8 million to humanitarian aid, EUR 2.15 
million to education, and EUR 1.98 million to infrastructure and economic services by the 
member organizations with public data (Cercle, 2019). 
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KEY DEVELOPMENTS AND TRENDS IN CROSS-BORDER GIVING 
Increasingly, more Luxembourg foundations aim to support the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). In its annual reports, the Fondation de Luxembourg (Foundation of 
Luxembourg) identifies the two main SDGs each of its member organizations’ projects fulfill. 
The five most common SDGs the umbrella organization's projects aimed to achieve in 2019 were 
Quality Education, Reduced Inequalities, Sustainable Cities and Communities, No Poverty, and 
Zero Hunger (Fondation de Luxembourg, 2019). 
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_______________________________________________________ 
Do you have information to add to this profile? 

We greatly appreciate the contributions of researchers, scholars, and leaders around the world to 
the study of cross-border philanthropy. If you know of any additional information or newly 
available data that could be included in future editions, please send us an update at 
indices@iupui.edu.
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