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Germany 
Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy 

 
 

Country Overview 
Population (2018) 82,905,782 

GNI Per Capita (2018) $49,233 

Country Classification by Income Level (2018) High-income 

Number of Registered Philanthropic Organizations (2018) 21,806 

Philanthropic Environment Country Overall Score (2018) 4.73 

Philanthropic Environment Cross-Border Flows Score 
(2018) 4.00 

Data: Population, GNI Per Capita and Country Classification by Income Level: World Bank, www.worldbank.org 
Number of Registered Philanthropic Organizations: Global Philanthropy Environment Index: Northern and Western 
Europe, globalindices.iupui.edu 
Philanthropic Environment Country Overall Score and Cross-Border Flows Score: Indiana University Lilly Family 
School of Philanthropy, 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index. globalindices.iupui.edu 
 
 
Cross-Border Resource Flows, 2018 (in millions of inflation-adjusted 
2018 US dollars) 

Total 
Resource Flows Philanthropy 

Official 
Development 

Assistance (ODA) 
Remittances Private Capital 

Investment 

$71,253.46 $2,812.91 $24,976.64 $24,670.87 $18,793.04 

Quality of Data on Philanthropic Outflows +++ 

Data: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2020 Global Philanthropy Tracker 
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Summary of cross-border philanthropy 
The major annual report on philanthropic giving for Germany is the Bilanz des Helfens. The 
Deutscher Spendenrat (German Council for Donations) collects data by surveying a 
representative group of 10,000 people about their charitable activity to represent individual 
giving for everyone above 10 years of age. Thus, for philanthropic outflows by individuals, the 
school used the 2018 Bilanz des Helfens.  
 
For foundation giving to international charitable causes, an estimate was derived using the 
information in the 2017 Stiftungsreport published by the Bundesverband Deutscher Stiftungen. 
Although specific numbers for international philanthropy do not exist for the other areas of 
giving, for example with corporate philanthropy, there is third-party research being done on this 
area, and data on the amount given could be available in the future. 
 
SENDING CROSS-BORDER CHARITABLE DONATIONS 
The government has provided a fairly open environment for giving or fundraising for 
international causes (Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018). Individuals 
can easily donate to international causes, and philanthropic organizations are free to send funds 
abroad to any country and they are eligible to receive tax benefits for donations to other members 
of the European Union, although that is subject to the tax authorities’ review.  
 
This means that the donation serves the organization’s purpose, and the organization is also 
listed as a charitable organization. It is the responsibility of the organization to show how their 
funds were used. For both individuals and organizations, it is also required that the money only 
be used for lawful activities. 
 
RECEIVING CROSS-BORDER CHARITABLE DONATIONS 
Individuals are also free to receive money from abroad (Indiana University Lilly Family School 
of Philanthropy, 2018). The same applies for philanthropic organizations, especially within the 
EU. Taxes are not added if the mission of the foreign organization is considered a charitable 
organization by Germany; however, there may be situations where these donations may not 
qualify for tax-exempt status. 
 
ESTIMATED CROSS-BORDER GIVING 
While there is no central government agency that publishes data on cross-border giving, other 
umbrella organizations for charitable organizations do collect some data. The two major 
authorities here are the Deutscher Spendenrat, which published the Bilanz des Helfens, and the 
DZI, or Deutsche Zentralinstitut für soziale Fragen, which collects a database on most of the 
philanthropic organizations in Germany and also awards the DZI Spendensiegel, which is a sort 
of seal of quality, indicating that this organization is trustworthy.  
 
In the Bilanz des Helfens, it was reported that roughly 37 percent of donations (EUR 1.96 billion) 
went to this cause (Deutscher Spendenrat, 2019). The study also denotes donations to other 
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major causes, such as culture and monument care, environmental protection, sports, and animal 
protection, plus “other causes”. However, this only covers individual donations. Individual 
donations are often the majority of what is considered philanthropy in Germany. In addition, 
according to numbers taken from the 2017 annual report from the Bundesverband Deutscher 
Stiftungen (National German Foundation Association, approximately EUR 517 million was 
given to international charitable causes (Bundesverband Deutscher Stiftungen, 2017).   
 
ESTIMATED CROSS-BORDER VOLUNTEERING 
In 2018, according to the official report on international volunteering from the Arbeitskreis 
Lernen und Helfen in Übersee e.V. (AKLHÜ), there were 8,685 Germans who volunteered 
abroad, which showed a drop from the previous year (AKLHÜ, 2019). The majority of 
volunteers choose to do their international volunteering through a public organization, while 585 
volunteered with a private organization and 1,020 went to help in international workcamps.  
 
Almost all the volunteers spend anywhere from 6 to 13 months on their assignments due to 
requirements by law, at least for public organizations, to have a minimum time of 6 months, 
while for workcamps, the typical length is up to 3 weeks. In addition, a vast majority of those 
doing international volunteering (around 6,700) are under the age of 25.  
 
In terms of regional focus, while the areas of highest engagement of public organizations were 
Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia (32.2%) and Latin America/the Caribbean (26.1%), the highest 
number of volunteers for private organizations and workcamps went to Africa (36.8%) and 
Europe, Caucasus, Central Asia (77.4%), respectively. In terms of thematic focus, the two main 
focuses for projects from public and private organizations were education and social 
engagement. 
 
CROSS-BORDER GIVING BY CHARITABLE CAUSES 
While the 2018 Bilanz des Helfens does not provide information about where and how 
international giving is used, the report from the Bundesverband Deutscher Stiftungen provides 
some insights on foundation giving. According to the Bundesverband, when discussing 
development work, social engagement, education, and health and sport are three of the most 
supported causes.  
 
Religious organizations in Germany also give more detail about their international work. 
Looking at a group of some major Catholic, Protestant and Muslim organizations, they focused 
their efforts heavily in Africa (32.8%) and in the Middle East and Asia (28.3%). The Catholic 
and Protestant organizations are also active in Latin America (21.4%), and Eastern Europe 
(6.1%). The projects often focus on assisting with rebuilding efforts and supplying clean food 
and water, but there is also a focus on strengthening civil society and protecting human rights. 
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KEY DEVELOPMENTS AND TRENDS IN CROSS-BORDER GIVING 
Overall giving in Germany has been constant in recent years and is also trending upwards. Even 
with the recent issues due to the Coronavirus, donations for the first half of 2020 stayed very 
stable (Tagesschau, 2020).  When looking at cross-border giving, international projects also 
make up roughly one third of the projects to which Germans donate. 
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ADDITIONAL READING 
CC Survey: Bessere Daten für bessere Unternehmensengagement. 

https://www.stifterverband.org/pressemitteilungen/2018_05_15_cc-survey 

_______________________________________________________ 
Do you have information to add to this profile? 

We greatly appreciate the contributions of researchers, scholars, and leaders around the world to 
the study of cross-border philanthropy. If you know of any additional information or newly 
available data that could be included in future editions, please send us an update at 
indices@iupui.edu.

https://www.stifterverband.org/pressemitteilungen/2018_05_15_cc-survey
mailto:indices@iupui.edu
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