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Finland 
Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy 

 
 
Country Overview 

Population (2018) 5,515,525 

GNI Per Capita (2018) $49,700 

Country Classification by Income Level (2018) High-income 

Number of Registered Philanthropic Organizations (2018) 2,830 

Philanthropic Environment Country Overall Score (2018) 4.80 

Philanthropic Environment Cross-Border Flows Score 
(2018) 5.00 

Data: Population, GNI Per Capita and Country Classification by Income Level: World Bank, www.worldbank.org 
Number of Registered Philanthropic Organizations: Global Philanthropy Environment Index: Northern and Eastern 
Europe, globalindices.iupui.edu 
Philanthropic Environment Country Overall Score and Cross-Border Flows Score: Indiana University Lilly Family 
School of Philanthropy, 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index. globalindices.iupui.edu 
 
 
Cross-Border Resource Flows, 2018 (in millions of inflation-adjusted 
2018 US dollars 

Total 
Resource Flows Philanthropy 

Official 
Development 

Assistance (ODA) 
Remittances Private Capital 

Investment 

$3,254.71 $92.76 $984.00 $944.22 $1,233.73 

Quality of Data on Philanthropic Outflows ++ 

Data: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2020 Global Philanthropy Tracker 
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Summary of cross-border philanthropy 
The estimate for Finnish cross-border giving was based on financial information from 
individually hand-coded annual reports for internationally active NGOs in Finland. The 
organizations included in the estimate were determined by a list of organizations that receive 
support for development programs from Finland’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Most of the 
annual reports present 2018 data, though one is from 2016. 
 
SENDING CROSS-BORDER CHARITABLE DONATIONS 
As with other European countries, there are no additional restrictions in Finland on cross-border 
philanthropic giving within the European Union (EU). Additionally, cross-border donations 
outside the EU may also be tax deductible as long as the receiving foundation passes a 
comparability test (Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018).  As of 2015, 
no European foundation had been added to the list.  
 
Those who donate to third-country organizations can also receive tax deductions as long as the 
organization is approved by the Finnish Tax Authorities. Importantly, these deductions are only 
available to corporations, as private individuals cannot receive tax deductions (Herberts, 2015). 
 
RECEIVING CROSS-BORDER CHARITABLE DONATIONS  
Donors may send their contributions to Finland without any additional restrictions other than 
what is required for domestic donations. Additionally, Philanthropic organizations in Finland can 
receive donations from abroad freely, as long as they follow the same requirements that domestic 
donations need to meet (Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018). 
 
ESTIMATED CROSS-BORDER GIVING 
Finland has a strong history of a welfare state, which is funded through taxes. This model, 
backed by voters, does hinder the prevalence of a philanthropic culture since the voters believe it 
is the government’s duty to support those in need.  
 
Although the Ministry of Foreign Affairs still supports development organizations, they 
instituted drastic cuts in 2016, which forced the organizations that received support to restrict 
programs abroad (Kepa, 2016). Rather than receiving the original EUR 815 million, the 
organizations received EUR 605 million, and funds reduced again in 2017 and 2018. With this 
reduction in government spending, organizations must focus more on gaining funds from 
alternate sources, such as from the private sector. Although the development organizations did 
receive more in 2019 than in 2018, it still pales in comparison to pre-2016 levels (Fingo, 2019). 
 
ESTIMATED CROSS-BORDER VOLUNTEERING 
N/A 
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CROSS-BORDER GIVING BY CHARITABLE CAUSES 
Eleven of the annual reports that the school examined did not explicitly structure the reports to 
fall within the Sustainable Development Goal Network (SDG) framework, but most of the 
programs addressed at least one of the 169 SDG targets. Not all of the reports explained in detail 
what their work entailed, such as the Finnish Church Aid Organization which provides a 
breakdown of how much they gave to which countries. Nearly every organization focused their 
attention on Africa and Southern Asia, but funds also went to South America and the Middle 
East. The Worldwide Fund for Nature was the only organization focused on protecting nature 
and the environment, although Finland World Vision also devoted resources to increasing access 
to clean water. Several other key goals supported women and children, as well as provided 
emergency disaster relief.  
 
Fingo is a Finnish international development umbrella organization with 300 NGOs. They 
recently examined the work of their partner NGOs, and published several articles on the main 
foci of these organizations, which include supporting women and girls, education, supporting 
individuals with disabilities, increasing food security, reducing discrimination worldwide and 
more (Fingo, 2020a). 
 
KEY DEVELOPMENTS AND TRENDS IN CROSS-BORDER GIVING 
The Finnish government and umbrella organizations have embraced the SDG framework both at 
home and abroad. Although the COVID-19 pandemic may alter some of Finland’s priorities, 
they will likely continue to support women, children, and individuals with disabilities abroad as 
these categories of persons are most effected by the pandemic. Additionally, a vital aspect of 
innovation is inclusion. Local people and communities must be involved in the decision making 
of larger development organizations, because they intimately understand the needs of the area 
(Fingo, 2020b). 
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_______________________________________________________ 
Do you have information to add to this profile? 

We greatly appreciate the contributions of researchers, scholars, and leaders around the world to 
the study of cross-border philanthropy. If you know of any additional information or newly 
available data that could be included in future editions, please send us an update at 
indices@iupui.edu.
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