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Honorable John F. Shawley
Indiana State Senator

225 East Ninth Street

Michigan City, Indiana 46360

Dear Senator Shawley:

This opinion is in response to your request for an offcial
opinion as to whether, under the Uniform Anatomical Gift
Act, the special certification which indicates a licensed em-
balmer also is competent to remove eyes may be issued by
an accredited school of medicine located outside the State
of Indiana, or whether the certification is restricted to Indiana
institutions.

ANALYSIS

Indiana Code, section 29- 16-4 (d), which is part of the
Uniform Anatomical Gift Act, reads in part, as follows:

With respect to the gift of an eye, an embalmer
who is licensed under IC 1971, 25-15- , and who has
completed a course in eye enucleation and has been
certified as competent to enucleate eyes by an accredited
school of medicine may enucleate eyes for the gift
afte' r proper certification of death by a physician and
compliance with the intent of this gift as determined
by reference to this chapter.

This quoted provision, which was added by Public Law
291 of the Acts of 1975, does not make specific reference
to any medical school but only states that the certifying
school must be accredited. Code section 25. 22. 1 (h), which
is part of the Medical Licensing Act of 1975, defines "medical
chool" as "a nationally accredited college of medicine or 

osteopathic medicine approved by the (Medical Licensing)
board." Thus, in the medical licensing area, the General
Assembly has referred to medical school accreditation in terms
of national accreditation.
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This national accrediting process is done by the Liaison
Committee of Medical Education (LCME) which is made up
of two different groups-the Association of American Medical
Colleges and the Council on Medical Education of the Amer-
ican Medical Association. If LCME accredits the particular
school of medicine in question, then a diploma from that school
will qualify an individual to be licensed in any state which
accepts national accreditation.

Although Code section 29- 16-4 (d) uses only the words
accredited school of medicine," it appears, in light of the

related reference in Code section 25-22. 1 (h), that any

medical school which is accredited by LCME-whether the
school is in Indiana or in another state-may issue the certi-
fication of competency required by Code section 16-
(d) .

CONCLUSION

It is, therefore, my Offcial Opinion that, under the Uniform
Anatomical Gift Act, the special certification which permits

licensed embalmer to remove eyes may be issued by an
accredited school of medicine regardless of whether the
school is located inside or outside the State of Indiana.


