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Abstract 

Purpose: Depression strongly predicts stroke incidence, suggesting that treating depression may 

reduce stroke risk. Antidepressant medications, however, may increase stroke risk via direct 

pathways. Prior evidence on antidepressant medication and stroke incidence is mixed. We 

evaluated associations between antidepressant use and incident stroke. 

Methods: For 2,302 Adult Changes in Thought cohort participants with no stroke at study entry, 

we characterized antidepressant use from pharmacy records, biennial depressive symptoms with 

a 10-item Centers for Epidemiologic Study- Depression (CES-D) scale, and incident strokes 

from ICD codes. We used discrete-time survival models with inverse probability weighting to 

compare stroke risk associated with filling antidepressant prescriptions; and by medication 

category: tricyclics (TCAs), selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs), or other.  

Results: Over an average 8.4-year follow-up, 441 incident strokes occurred. Filling 

antidepressant medications 3+ times versus 0-2 times predicted 35% increased odds of stroke 

(OR=1.35; 95% CI: 0.98, 1.66). Use of TCAs was associated with stroke onset (OR per 10 

fills=1.28; CI: 1.04, 1.57), but use of SSRIs (OR=0.98; CI: 0.80, 1.20) or other antidepressants 

(OR=0.99; CI: 0.67, 1.45) was not.  

Conclusions: Although patients who received antidepressant medication were at higher risk of 

stroke, this association appeared specific to TCA prescriptions.  
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Abbreviations: 
ACT Adult Changes in Thought  
CI Confidence Interval 
CES-D Centers for Epidemiologic Study- Depression 
ICD International Classification of Diseases 
MSM Marginal Structural Model 
OR Odds Ratio 
TCA Tricyclic Antidepressant 
SSRI Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitor 
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Introduction:  

Depression in older adults is common and often undertreated (1). Clinical depression and 

depressive symptoms strongly predict incidence of stroke (2, 3), but it is not clear whether 

treating depressive symptoms would reduce stroke risk. Depression may influence stroke 

incidence via deleterious health behaviors or stress-related mechanisms (4, 5), but several prior 

studies reported that antidepressant medication use is associated with higher stroke incidence (2, 

6-9). The association between antidepressant use and stroke has been observed for several 

antidepressant classes, including SSRIs, TCAs, and other antidepressants, but evidence has been 

inconsistent (6, 10, 11). Elevated stroke risk among antidepressant users observed in prior studies 

may reflect the most severely depressed patients’ increased likelihood of receiving 

antidepressant medications, rather than a harmful effect of the antidepressants themselves, i.e., 

confounding by indication (12). Teasing apart relationships between depression severity, 

antidepressant medication use, and stroke risk is important for clinical decision making, 

especially in older adults who are at higher overall risk of stroke. 

Addressing this question is challenging because depression severity is potentially both a 

confounder and a mediator of the relationship between antidepressant use and depressive 

symptoms (figure 1). Few data sets include both detailed history of antidepressant use and 

continuous measures of symptom severity; even when data are available, analytic methods to 

handle time-varying confounding are necessary (13, 14). We used inverse probability weighting 

to estimate Marginal Structural Models assessing the impact of antidepressant medication use on 

stroke risk in a cohort of older adults with linked information from surveys and pharmacy 

records.  
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Methods: 

Sample 

The Adult Changes in Thought (ACT) cohort (15, 16) enrolled 3,392 cognitively intact, 

community dwelling adults 65 years or older in two enrollment phases (n=2,581 in 1994-1996, 

n=811 in 2000-2003), from a population-based integrated health care delivery system in King 

County, Washington (Group Health, now Kaiser Permanente Washington (KPW)). ACT initiated 

ongoing enrollments of 120-180 people per year in 2005. After obtaining informed consent, 

participants' demographic characteristics, medical history, and functional status were assessed 

using in-person biennial interviews. Each participant’s study information was linked to KPW 

medical records and pharmacy files. For the current analyses, among 4,131 consenting ACT 

participants with visits from inception (February 24, 1994) through data freeze (September 30, 

2012), we excluded anyone with a baseline stroke (diagnosis or self-report) or self-reported 

transient ischemic attack (n=426), and individuals who enrolled but had no follow-up (n= 40), 

leaving 3,665 eligible participants. We further excluded any participants with a history of 

antidepressant medication from 1977 (the inception of electronic pharmacy records in KPW) to 

enrollment (n=1,375). Our final analytic sample included 2,290 individuals followed until first 

stroke, death, or end of administrative follow-up. 

Measures 

Our outcome was first incident stroke, identified by ICD-9 codes included in the Center for 

Medicare and Medicaid Services’ Chronic Condition Data Warehouse algorithm (430, 431, 

433.01, 433.11, 433.21, 433.31, 433.81, 433.91, 434.00, 434.01, 434.10, 434.11, 434.90, 434.91, 

435.0, 435.1, 435.3, 435.8, 435.9, 436, 997.02) extracted from inpatient and outpatient medical 

records. If the occasion with the putative stroke included any ICD codes associated with head 
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injury (800 to 804.9 inclusive or 850 to 854.1 inclusive), or if the principal diagnosis for the 

billing occasion was V57.xx (rehabilitation services), then the occasion was not considered a 

stroke, even if other ICD codes would have qualified as a stroke (these include events such as 

traumatic brain injury). If the diagnosis was based on outpatient services, we required two 

stroke-related records within 12 months of each other to qualify the event as a stroke (17-19).  

Our primary exposure, antidepressant medication use, including date of initiation and 

number of prescription fills, was extracted from KPW pharmacy records. Medications were 

categorized as any antidepressant, SSRI, TCA, or other antidepressant (see Appendix 1 for 

detailed medication listing). To avoid bias induced by individuals stopping antidepressants due 

to side effects or health concerns, our primary analyses focused on antidepressant initiation; this 

effectively categorized individuals as exposed to antidepressants for all time periods after their 

first prescription fill, even though many would have ceased using the medication.  

We considered several alternative approaches to coding antidepressant medications to 

confirm results were robust. We created an indicator for having filled 3 or more prescriptions for 

primary analyses. We conducted sensitivity analyses in which we enforced a 1-month lag 

between the antidepressant use and incident stroke, by excluding all strokes that occurred in the 

same month that antidepressant medication was initiated. Anticipating a potential dose-response 

association between duration of antidepressant medication use and stroke risk, we also 

considered a linear term for number of prescriptions filled (effects expressed in units of 10 

prescription fills). 

All models were adjusted for time-constant covariates: sex, years of education, non-white 

race/ethnicity, and age in years at baseline. We used inverse probability weighting (detailed 

below) to account for a set of covariates that were updated at each assessment wave. These 
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variables were selected because they were plausible predictors of both initiation of 

antidepressants and stroke risk. These variables were extracted from medical records or survey 

responses. Depressive symptom severity was assessed with the continuous score on a 10-item 

Centers for Epidemiologic Studies-Depression (CES-D) scale(20). Stroke risk was assessed with 

the components of the Framingham Stroke Risk Score, including: type II diabetes mellitus 

diagnosis, current smoking, systolic blood pressure, diagnoses of heart disease, atrial fibrillation, 

and left ventricular hypertrophy (21). Additional time-updated covariates included: marital status 

(married vs all other), self-rated health (5 point scale from excellent to poor), limitations in 

Activities of Daily Living (count of self-reported limitations in 6 activities), self-report of 

exercise 15+ minutes 3 times per week or more, cognitive function based on the Cognitive 

Abilities Screening Instrument (22), and body mass index (measured at clinic visits and self-

reported at intervening assessments). We have monthly data on exposures and outcome, but 

many covariates were assessed only at biennial assessment waves; we carried forward the most 

recent past covariate values.  

Statistical analysis:  

Marginal structural models are estimated by applying information from a model for the 

probability of treatment (antidepressant use) to an outcome model. We first evaluated the 

association of covariates, including depressive symptoms and other stroke risk factors, with the 

probability of initiating antidepressant medication use. These models were estimated defining 

each month of follow-up as a time interval and estimating odds of initiating antidepressants in 

that interval, censoring individuals after first antidepressant initiation (13). We focus on the 

exposure of ever having initiated antidepressant medication, so respondents were considered 

exposed in all months after their first prescription fill (and the corresponding probability of 
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subsequent exposures was 1 by definition, since nobody who once initiated can ever reverse that 

status). We adopted a similar approach to account for selective attrition from the sample 

(estimating the probability the respondent remained in the sample), and the final weights were 

the product of confounding weights and attrition weights. We used stabilized weights, with the 

numerator equal to the estimated probability of receiving the treatment s/he received given time-

constant covariates and the denominator estimated additionally including time-varying covariates 

(23).  

We then estimated the outcome model, which was a discrete-time survival model for 

incident stroke with each outcome interval (i.e., each month during which a stroke might occur) 

reweighted based on the inverse of the probability the individual received the treatment he or she 

actually received in the prior month. Outcome models were estimated using a logit link in a 

weighted generalized linear regression model with sandwich variance estimators, in each month 

of observation and censoring after first recorded stroke. This model included a cubic spline to 

account for time since enrollment. Because stroke is rare, the logit model approximates a hazard. 

All time-constant variables used to estimate the numerators of the stabilized weights were 

included in the regression models.  

For models of specific antidepressant class, the ideal model would reweight based on the 

probability of using the specific antidepressant, but these models did not converge, so we could 

only incorporate weights for use of any antidepressant.   

We conducted several secondary analyses to assess the robustness of our findings. We 

estimated models restricting to individuals who ever had a depression diagnosis. Another set of 

models specified exposure as a count of prescriptions filled (in units of 10) and used this count to 

predict stroke in the overall sample and in analyses restricted to only those individuals with at 
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least one antidepressant prescription fill. To rule out potential confounding due to individuals 

taking antidepressants for pain-related diagnoses, we repeated analyses excluding time at risk 

which accrued after any diagnosis related to pain (ICD codes: 307.81, 339.10-339.12, 339.42, 

339.44, 339.89, 346.0-346.99, 355.9, 356.9, 729.2, 784.0). To evaluate the potential for bias due 

to the secular trend in the popularity of SSRIs, we tested whether estimated effects of 

antidepressant use differed before and after the year 2000. 

To facilitate comparison with previous research (2, 6-9), we also estimated conventional 

models with or without adjustment for time-varying confounders, in which we did not apply 

weights. 

 

Results 

Over an average of 8.4 years of follow-up, 441 incident first strokes were recorded (stroke rate 

=2.2 per 100 person-years). At least one antidepressant prescription was filled during the follow-

up period by 30% of the sample (Table 1). Predictors of initiation of antidepressant use included 

depressive symptoms (OR per additional depressive symptom=1.07; 95% CI:1.05, 1.10), female 

sex, lower education, worse self-reported health, more ADL limitations, and worse cognitive 

function (Table 2).  

Stroke incidence was non-significantly elevated in participants who initiated any 

antidepressant medication (OR=1.23; 95% CI: 0.95, 1.62; Table 3), and those who filled 3 or 

more prescriptions (OR=1.35; 95% CI: 0.98, 1.86). The odds of stroke incidence were estimated 

to increase by 8% per ten prescription fills (OR=1.08; 95% CI: 0.93, 1.26), with CIs that 

included the null; results were identical in the full sample or when restricting to those with at 
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least one prescription fill. Risk was significantly elevated when restricting to individuals who 

had a diagnosis of depression at some point during follow-up (OR=1.84; 95% CI: 1.08, 3.14). 

Focusing on the class of antidepressant, TCA use was significantly associated with stroke 

(OR=1.28; 95% CI: 1.04, 1.57). Associations between stroke and SSRI use (OR=0.98; 95% CI: 

0.80, 1.20) or other antidepressants (HR=0.99; 95% CI: 0.67, 1.45) were null. 

We found little evidence that the associations differed in more recent periods of follow-

up, with non-significant albeit positive (larger associations in later years) interactions of an 

indicator of follow-up after January 1, 2000 with both SSRI use (interaction b=.35, p=0.56) and 

TCA use (interaction b=1.27, p=0.08). When excluding risk periods after pain-related diagnoses, 

results were similar (TCA HR per ten refills=1.36; 95% CI: 1.10, 1.70; SSRI HR per ten 

refills=1.01; 95% CI: 0.81, 1.25; other anti-depressant HR per ten refills=1.06; 95% CI: 0.67, 

1.69). 

 

Discussion 

In a large and well-characterized cohort of older adults, we confirmed the link between initiation 

of antidepressants and several risk factors previously documented to predict stroke. After 

accounting for these risk factors, including time-updated self-reported depressive symptoms, 

antidepressant use was associated with moderate increases in stroke risk, although the CIs were 

wide and included the null. When examining class of antidepressant medications, risk was 

significantly elevated only for TCAs, whereas risk associated with SSRIs was null. The absolute 

impact of the risk associated with TCA use would depend on the underlying incidence rate of 

stroke for each patient, but given an absolute stroke rate of 2.2 per 100 person years, an elevated 

risk of 28% would indicate 0.6 extra strokes per 100 person-years.  
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Our findings confirm the importance of accounting for depressive symptoms and other 

self-reported stroke risk factors when modeling associations of antidepressants with stroke risk. 

Depression and elevated depressive symptoms are robustly linked to stroke incidence, with meta-

analyses suggesting a 34-45% increase in stroke hazard (2, 3). Depressed individuals are more 

likely to use antidepressant medications, with a 60% elevation a plausible lower bound 

(approximately as predicted by our models of antidepressant use assuming depressed people 

have a 7 point higher CES-D score than non-depressed). If depressed individuals also have a 

40% elevation in stroke risk, this implies that simply due to confounding by indication, we 

would expect antidepressant users to have approximately a 24% higher risk of stroke than non-

users in analyses that did not account for symptoms. The actual bias is probably larger because 

factors such as cognitive functioning, which strongly predict stroke (24-26), were also associated 

with initiating antidepressants, independently of CES-D score. Self-reported risk factors, such as 

self-rated health and ADL limitations, rather than conditions associated with diagnosis codes, 

were the most salient predictors of antidepressant initiation. Such self-reported variables are 

rarely available in analyses based on administrative records.  

Much prior work restricts analyses to individuals with a diagnosis of depression in order 

to reduce confounding by indication, but even among individuals with depression, severity of 

depression predicts initiation of and type of antidepressants. In the ACT cohort, each one point 

higher CES-D score was associated with a 5% higher odds of initiating antidepressant 

medication among individuals who ever received a diagnosis of depression. Thus, even when 

restricting to people who received a depression diagnosis, symptom severity may have 

confounded the association between antidepressant medication use and stroke risk. In analyses 

restricted to study participants with a diagnosis of major depression, the estimated effect of 
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antidepressant use on stroke was more adverse than when estimated among the overall ACT 

sample. This suggests that, surprisingly, restricting to individuals with depression may 

exacerbate confounding of the association between antidepressant use and risk of stroke. 

Antidepressant use in the absence of diagnosed depression appears common (27). Patients who 

choose not to use antidepressant medication despite a diagnosis of major depression may be 

especially health-conscious or pursue other strategies to manage depression symptoms that have 

health benefits (e.g., increased physical activity). This may exacerbate the extent of confounding 

in analyses restricted to individuals with a diagnosis of depression. 

Prior findings on the associations between antidepressant use and stroke risk are 

inconsistent, with the bulk of the evidence suggesting elevated stroke risk is associated with 

antidepressant use. A 2014 meta-analysis of studies of SSRI use and incident stroke identified 

only four prior cohort studies, with a pooled adjusted odds ratio of 2.12 (95 % CI 1.25–3.61)(8). 

Few prior studies incorporate control for confounding by indication: among those four, only two 

included any control for depression severity (6, 7), and an additional more recent cohort study 

included control for a binary indicator of depressive symptoms(28). Combining our effect 

estimate of 0.98 with these three prior cohort studies gives an inverse-variance weighted effect 

estimate of 1.15 (95% CI: 1.02, 1.29) for the effect of SSRIs on risk for stroke. Thus, a best 

estimate incorporating both our findings and results from the handful of previous studies 

addressing confounding by indication is a small increase in stroke risk, although analyses that do 

not include control for a continuous symptom severity measure may have additional residual 

confounding. More evidence to provide greater precision and explain why effect estimates differ 

between cohorts would be valuable.   
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Prior evidence on TCAs and stroke is also inconsistent. Some studies suggest TCA users 

are at higher risk of stroke than either non-users or SSRI users (11), while others report TCA use 

has no association with stroke risk (7). Inconsistent findings may partially reflect differences in 

practice patterns such that TCAs or SSRIs are systematically prescribed to individuals with more 

severe depression. Our results suggest a modest elevation in risk associated with TCA use. 

The impact of antidepressants on stroke risk is of particular importance given recent 

interest in prescribing SSRIs to foster post-stroke neurologic reorganization even in non-

depressed stroke survivors(29-32). Although we focus on first strokes, the mechanism via which 

antidepressants influence first stroke risk is likely relevant to recurrent stroke. The potential 

impact on recurrent stroke risk is important to evaluate if we are moving towards universal 

antidepressant treatment for stroke survivors, but will require a much larger sample to evaluate 

appropriately.  

The ACT cohort is too small to support separate analyses of ischemic and hemorrhagic 

stroke. Prior work links SSRIs to hemorrhagic events, but effect sizes are so small they would 

likely be undetectable in ACT (33). There is also limited evidence on the potential for depressive 

symptoms to confound associations between SSRI and hemorrhagic stroke (2).  Our results are 

from a highly-educated and predominantly white sample. We know of no compelling evidence 

that biological effects of antidepressants on stroke risk differ by socioeconomic factors or race, 

but there is little research on effects of antidepressants in racial/ethnic minorities (34). Our 

interpretation relies on the assumption of no unmeasured confounding, as in any observational 

study. Our control variables represent an unusually comprehensive list compared to other studies, 

but this assumption is unverifiable. One possible explanation for the elevated stroke risk 

associated with TCA use is that the CES-D does not adequately capture the depression severity 
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that influences likelihood of TCA initiation. Because TCAs are often used as 2nd line therapy for 

resistant depression, suggesting symptoms may be especially severe or persistent in TCA users, 

the possibility that CES-D does not capture depression severity that influences TCA initiation is 

a particular concern for estimates of the effects of TCA use. Similarly, the most recent CES-D 

score available from ACT study visits may not adequately capture the features of depression that 

predict stroke (35). However, the association between the unobserved aspect of depression 

severity and likelihood of TCA use would have to be quite substantial to account for the 

observed association (36). Regardless, our findings would ideally be confirmed using evidence 

from randomized trials.  

Despite these limitations, our analyses make important advances in this important 

research area. To our knowledge, no prior study has implemented statistical analyses appropriate 

to control for confounding variables that may partially mediate the effects of antidepressants, as 

is the case with depressive symptoms (13, 14). The design of ACT, integrating cohort-based 

assessments with administrative information from a large health care provider, provides an 

unusually rich set of covariates to control for confounding by indication.  

The current findings from our study and others suggest little adverse effect of SSRIs on 

incident stroke risk. The evidence for TCAs is more worrisome, suggesting moderate excess 

stroke risk associated with using TCAs, although estimates for TCAs may also be more 

vulnerable to confounding, and TCAs, unlike SSRIs, are not currently recommended as post-

stroke prophylaxis. The results support the possibility of exploring non-pharmaceutical options 

to address depressive symptoms, although with persistent depression, the quality of life benefits 

of antidepressant pharmacotherapy may outweight any adverse impacts on stroke risk. The 
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specific findings that SSRIs had little associated stroke risk support the predominance of SSRIs 

as the preferred pharmaceutical therapy for depression (1, 37, 38).  
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Figure 1. Depressive symptom severity as a time-varying confounder that concurrently partially mediates the relationship 
between antidepressant use and stroke. Antidepressant use at time 2 (t2) is both influenced by previous depressive symptom 
severity (t1) and influences future depressive symptom severity (t3). Prior evidence indicates that depressive symptoms directly 
influence stroke risk, so depressive symptom severity both confounds and is a partial mediator for the effects of antidepressants. 
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Table 1. Description of Adult Changes in Thought Cohort 

Full cohort 
Ever used an 

anti-depressant 
Ever used a 
Tricyclica 

Ever used an 
SSRIa 

mean/N %/SD mean/N %/SD mean/N %/SD mean/N %/SD 
Total 2209 100% 690 100% 479 100% 378 100% 
Incident stroke cases 441 19% 128 19% 95 20% 80 21% 
Years of follow-up 8.4 5.5 10.9 5.1 10.8 5.2 11.0 4.9 
Baseline time-constant covariates     

Male 1105 48% 267 39% 190 40% 135 36% 
Years of education 14.8 3.2 14.2 3.1 14.1 3.2 14.0 3.0 
Race other than white 194 8% 54 8% 40 8% 26 7% 

Baseline values of time-varying covariates      
Age 74.3 6.3 74.9 6.2 74.6 6.2 75.2 5.9 
CES-D score (0-30) 2.9 3.3 3.7 3.5 3.7 3.6 3.8 3.7 
Framingham Stroke risk Score 8.6 7.4 8.4 7.1 8.2 6.7 8.4 7.0 
Diabetes 205 9% 63 9% 44 9% 32 7% 
Smoking (current vs all other) 97 4% 38 6% 25 5% 21 6% 
Hypertension 844 37% 256 37% 169 35% 157 42% 
Average systolic blood pressure 140 21 141 21 141 21 143 21 
Heart disease 374 16% 117 17% 80 17% 66 18% 
Atrial fibrillation 169 7% 37 5% 26 5% 19 5% 
Left ventricular hypertrophy 52 2% 7 1% 4 1% 4 1% 
Married or living as married 1368 60% 395 57% 278 58% 220 58% 
Self-rated health (1 excellent - 5 poor) 2.4 0.9 2.6 0.9 2.6 0.9 2.6 0.9 
Count of ADL limitations (0-6) 0.2 0.7 0.3 0.7 0.3 0.7 0.3 0.6 
Cerebrovascular composite score (ever stroke, ever 
TIA, ever CEA) 13 0% 3 0% 2 0% 3 1% 
Exercise regularly (15+ minutes at least 3x per 
week)) 1673 73% 495 72% 347 73% 266 71% 
IRT CASI score (-4 to 1.75) 0.35 0.7 0.28 0.71 0.29 0.73 0.26 0.69 

  Body Mass Index 27.2 4.8   27.2 4.8 27.3 4.9 27.3 4.6 
a Some participants used both tricyclics and SSRIs. 
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Table 2. Predictors of Antidepressant Use in the Adult Changes in Thought Cohort 

Baseline covariates 
Baseline and time-

dependent covariates 
OR 95% CI OR 95% CI 

Female 1.38 1.18 1.61 1.51 1.26 1.81 
Education (years) 0.96 0.94 0.99 0.99 0.97 1.02 
White 1.15 0.87 1.52 1.32 0.96 1.80 
Age 1.03 1.02 1.05 1.01 0.99 1.02 
Cubic spline for time 
(months) 
  Intercept 1.00 0.99 1.02 1.01 0.99 1.02 
  Linear term 0.92 0.76 1.13 0.89 0.73 1.09 
  Quadratic term 1.23 0.79 1.94 1.34 0.83 2.14 
  Cubic term 0.80 0.56 1.16 0.77 0.52 1.12 
Framingham Stroke Risk 
score 1.00 0.99 1.01 
CES-D score 1.07 1.05 1.10 
Married or live with partner 1.05 0.88 1.25 
Self-rated health 1.23 1.12 1.36 
ADL limitations 1.11 1.02 1.22 
Cerebrovascular composite  1.54 1.08 2.19 
Exercise regularly  0.97 0.82 1.15 
IRT CASI score 0.75 0.67 0.84 
Body Mass Index         0.99 0.98 1.01 
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Table 3. Antidepressant Use and Incident Stroke in the Adult Changes in Thought Cohort 

    
Conventional Models, 
adjusted for baseline 

covariates 
  

Conventional Models, 
adjusted for baseline 
and time-dependent 

variables 

 Marginal 
Structural Models 

HR 95% CI HR 95% CI HR 95% CI 
Any use among full sample 

Never received antidepressant 1.00 
   

1.00 
 

1.00 
At least one prescription 1.14 0.92 1.41 

 
0.97 0.76 1.23 1.23 0.95 1.62 

Filling 3+ prescriptions among full sample    
<=2 prescriptions 1.00 

   
1.00 

 
1.00 

3+ prescriptions 1.36 1.05 1.76 
 

1.21 0.90 1.61 1.35 0.98 1.86 
Any use among ever-diagnosed depressed     

Never received antidepressant 1.00 
   

1.00 
 

1.00 
At least one prescription 1.70 1.07 2.71 

 1.26 0.76 2.09 1.84 1.08 3.14 
Number of prescriptions filled among full sample     

Per ten refills 1.06 0.99 1.15 
 

1.03 0.93 1.14 1.08 0.93 1.26 
Number of prescriptions filled among people with at least one prescription  

Per ten refills 1.11 1.02 1.20 
 

1.03 1.01 1.26 1.08 0.93 1.26 
Type of medication among full sample      

No antidepressants 1.00 
   

1.00 
 

1.00 
TCA 1.16 1.03 1.31 

 
1.18 1.02 1.38 1.28 1.04 1.57 

SSRI 1.01 0.90 1.14 
 

0.93 0.78 1.10 0.98 0.80 1.20 
  Other medication 0.98 0.68 1.43   1.08 0.74 1.56   0.99 0.67 1.45 
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Appendix 1. Medication categories 
  
Tricyclics 
 
Serotonin-2 antagonist/reuptake inhibitors (SARIS) 
Nefazodone       
Trazodone 
 
Tricyclic antidepressants & rel. Non-sel. Ru-inhib 
Amitriptyline 
Amoxapine 
Clomipramine 
Desipramine 
Doxepin 
Imipramine 
Maprotiline 
Nefazodone 
Nortriptyline 
Protriptyline 
Trazodone 
 
SSRIs 
Citalopram 
Escitalopram 
Fluoxetine 
Fluvoxamine maleate 
Paroxetine  
Sertraline 
 
Other antidepressants 
 
Alpha-2 receptor antagonist antidepressants      
Mirtazapine           
 
Norepinephrine and dopamine reuptake inhib (NDRIS)    
Bupropion 
 
Serotonin-norepinephrine reuptake-inhib (SNRIS)     
Duloxetine       
Venlafaxine       
 
Maois - non-selective & irreversible        
Isocarboxazid  
Marplan 
Tranylcypromine             
  



M
ANUSCRIP

T

 

ACCEPTE
D

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

 - 20 -  

References 
 
1. Rodda J, Walker Z, Carter J. Depression in older adults. Bmj. 2011;343. 
2. Pan A, Sun Q, Okereke OI, Rexrode KM, Hu FB. Depression and Risk of Stroke Morbidity and 
Mortality. JAMA: The Journal of the American Medical Association. 2011;306(11):1241-9. 
3. Dong J-Y, Zhang Y-H, Tong J, Qin L-Q. Depression and risk of stroke a meta-analysis of prospective 
studies. Stroke. 2012;43(1):32-7. 
4. Kemp AH, Quintana DS. The relationship between mental and physical health: insights from the study 
of heart rate variability. Int J Psychophysiol. 2013;89(3):288-96. 
5. Bhattacharyya MR, Perkins-Porras L, Whitehead DL, Steptoe A. Psychological and clinical predictors 
of return to work after acute coronary syndrome. Eur Heart J. 2007;28(2):160-5. 
6. Smoller JW, Allison M, Cochrane BB, Curb J, Perlis R, Robinson J, et al. Antidepressant use and risk of 
incident cardiovascular morbidity and mortality among postmenopausal women in the women's health initiative 
study. Archives of internal medicine. 2009;169(22):2128-39. 
7. Coupland C, Dhiman P, Morriss R, Arthur A, Barton G, Hippisley-Cox J. Antidepressant use and risk of 
adverse outcomes in older people: population based cohort study. BMJ: British Medical Journal. 
2011;343:d4551. 
8. Shin D, Oh Y, Eom C-S, Park S. Use of selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors and risk of stroke: a 
systematic review and meta-analysis. Journal of Neurology. 2014;261(4):686-95. 
9. Hansen RA, Khodneva Y, Glasser SP, Qian J, Redmond N, Safford MM. Antidepressant Medication 
Use and Its Association With Cardiovascular Disease and All-Cause Mortality in the Reasons for Geographic 
and Racial Differences in Stroke (REGARDS) Study. Annals of Pharmacotherapy. 2016;50(4):253-61. 
10. Chen Y, Guo JJ, Li H, Wulsin L, Patel NC. Risk of cerebrovascular events associated with 
antidepressant use in patients with depression: A population-based, nested case–control study. Annals of 
Pharmacotherapy. 2008;42(2):177-84. 
11. Lee Y-C, Lin C-H, Lin M-S, Lin J-W, Chang C-H, Lai M-S. Effects of selective serotonin reuptake 
inhibitors versus tricyclic antidepressants on cerebrovascular events: a nationwide population-based cohort 
study. Journal of clinical psychopharmacology. 2013;33(6):782-9. 
12. Batty JA, Hall ASJH. Reaching the wrong conclusion: residual confounding by indication. 
2018;104(8):701-. 
13. Hernán MA, Brumback B, Robins JM. Marginal structural models to estimate the causal effect of 
zidovudine on the survival of HIV-positive men. Epidemiology. 2000;11(5):561-70. 
14. Robins JM, Hernán MA, Brumback B. Marginal structural models and causal inference in 
epidemiology. Epidemiology. 2000;11(5):550-60. 
15. Kukull WA, Higdon R, Bowen JD, et al. Dementia and alzheimer disease incidence: A prospective 
cohort study. Archives of neurology. 2002;59(11):1737-46. 
16. Wang L, Van Belle G, Kukull WB, Larson EB. Predictors of Functional Change: A Longitudinal Study 
of Nondemented People Aged 65 and Older. Journal of the American Geriatrics Society. 2002;50(9):1525-34. 
17. Brydon L, Magid K, Steptoe A. Platelets, coronary heart disease, and stress. Brain Behav Immun. 
2006;20(2):113-9. 
18. Wardle J, Haase AM, Steptoe A. Body image and weight control in young adults: international 
comparisons in university students from 22 countries. Int J Obes (Lond). 2006;30(4):644-51. 
19. Hamer M, Taylor A, Steptoe A. The effect of acute aerobic exercise on stress related blood pressure 
responses: a systematic review and meta-analysis. Biol Psychol. 2006;71(2):183-90. 
20. Andresen EM, Malmgren JA, Carter WB, Patrick DL. Screening for depression in well older adults: 
evaluation of. Prev Med. 1994;10:77-84. 
21. Kivimaki M, Jokela M, Nyberg ST, Singh-Manoux A, Fransson EI, Alfredsson L, et al. Long working 
hours and risk of coronary heart disease and stroke: a systematic review and meta-analysis of published and 
unpublished data for 603,838 individuals. Lancet. 2015;386(10005):1739-46. 



M
ANUSCRIP

T

 

ACCEPTE
D

ACCEPTED MANUSCRIPT

 - 21 -  

22. Teng EL, Hasegawa K, Homma A, Imai Y, Larson E, Graves A, et al. The Cognitive Abilities Screening 
Instrument (CASI): a practical test for cross-cultural epidemiological studies of dementia. Int Psychogeriatr. 
1994;6(1):45-58; discussion 62. 
23. Cole SR, Hernan MA. Constructing Inverse Probability Weights for Marginal Structural Models. Am J 
Epidemiol. 2008;168(6):656-64. 
24. DeFries T, Avendano M, Glymour MM. Level and change in cognitive test scores predict risk of first 
stroke. Journal of the American Geriatrics Society. 2009;57(3):499-505. 
25. Elkins JS, Knopman DS, Yaffe K, Johnston SC. Cognitive function predicts first-time stroke and heart 
disease. Neurology. 2005;64(10):1750-5. 
26. de Moraes SA, Szklo M, Tilling K, Sato R, Knopman D. Cognitive functioning as a predictor of 
ischemic stroke incidence. Epidemiology. 2003;14(6):673-9. 
27. Mojtabai R, Olfson M. Proportion of antidepressants prescribed without a psychiatric diagnosis is 
growing. Health Aff (Millwood). 2011;30(8):1434-42. 
28. Hansen RA, Khodneva Y, Glasser SP, Qian J, Redmond N, Safford MM. Antidepressant medication use 
and its association with cardiovascular disease and all-cause mortality in the Reasons for Geographic and Racial 
Differences in Stroke (REGARDS) Study. Annals of Pharmacotherapy. 2016:1060028015625284. 
29. Mead G, Hsieh C, Lee R, Kutlubaev M, Claxton A, Hankey G, et al. Selective serotonin reuptake 
inhibitors (SSRIs) for stroke recovery (Review). 2013. 
30. Hankey GJ. Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors and Risk of Cerebral Bleeding. Stroke. 
2014;45(7):1917-8. 
31. Mead G, Hackett ML, Lundström E, Murray V, Hankey GJ, Dennis M. The FOCUS, AFFINITY and 
EFFECTS trials studying the effect (s) of fluoxetine in patients with a recent stroke: a study protocol for three 
multicentre randomised controlled trials. Trials. 2015;16(1):369. 
32. Gu S-C, Wang C-D. Early Selective Serotonin Reuptake Inhibitors for Recovery after Stroke: A Meta-
Analysis and Trial Sequential Analysis. Journal of Stroke and Cerebrovascular Diseases. 2017. 
33. Renoux C, Vahey S, Dell’Aniello S, Boivin J. Association of selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors with 
the risk for spontaneous intracranial hemorrhage. JAMA Neurology. 2017;74(2):173-80. 
34. Gartlehner G, Hansen RA, Morgan LC, Thaler K, Lux LJ, Van Noord M, et al. Second-Generation 
Antidepressants in the Pharmacologic Treatment of Adult Depression: An Update of the 2007 Comparative 
Effectiveness Review AHRQ; 2011 Dec 2011. Report No.: AHRQ Publication No. 12-EHC012-EF Contract 
No.: No. 12-EHC012-EF  
35. Gilsanz P, Walter S, Tchetgen EJT, Patton KK, Moon JR, Capistrant BD, et al. Changes in Depressive 
Symptoms and Incidence of First Stroke Among Middle�Aged and Older US Adults. Journal of the American 
Heart Association. 2015;4(5):e001923. 
36. Pacher P, Kecskemeti V. Cardiovascular Side Effects of New Antidepressants and Antipsychotics: New 
Drugs, old Concerns? Current pharmaceutical design. 2004;10(20):2463-75. 
37. Bauer M, Monz BU, Montejo AL, Quail D, Dantchev N, Demyttenaere K, et al. Prescribing patterns of 
antidepressants in Europe: results from the Factors Influencing Depression Endpoints Research (FINDER) 
study. European Psychiatry. 2008;23(1):66-73. 
38. Mottram PG, Wilson K, Strobl JJ. Antidepressants for depressed elderly. The Cochrane Library. 2006. 
 
 


