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Presenter
Presentation Notes
In 2015 a thesis from a recent graduate of the Herron School of Art and Design arrived in the institutional repository. The title suggested that the library (the institution that manages the repository) censored the author’s preferred title. Presumably, the library had a stated or presumed policy against the use of the “F-Word”. The thesis, however, was accepted and is available online at: http://hdl.handle.net/1805/8005.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As the repository manager, I was unaware of this supposed policy. Not only were there no policies forbidding the use of profanity in the repository, it was clear that ”shit” and “fuck” and other words could be found in the titles of our holdings. In fact, the online catalog for our campus includes 14 works with the word “fuck” in the title. I reached out by email to the author of the thesis and received no response. I also wrote to his advisors without success—the key participants had all left campus. One year later, after a round of emails with faculty and librarians, the general conclusion was that the title itself might be considered a “subversive act” – in other words, the library got punked. By trying to fix a problem we didn’t have, we were participating in the authors’ performance art.



"While in the faculty office hallway 
one gentleman stepped off the 
elevator holding my poster … he 
asked if I had permission to place 
these in the building. I laughed and 
left his office without replying. Fuck 
no I don’t have permission; what 
would be the fun in that?" (pg. 10-11)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This conclusion seems to align with the general focus of the authors’ thesis—a series of satirical works that were largely meant to provoke responses. My favorites include a simple sheet of paper with the words “This is gallery ready” that was tacked to a wall in the art building … successfully trolling a response from the exhibition focused artists in his school. I also like a bench that was placed on a sidewalk near a church that I passed every morning on my way to work. The bench included the caption “Confess” and an unlabeled phone number, supposedly, to the local office of the FBI. The author also claims to have posted wanted photos of himself announcing a $20 reward if anyone caught him smoking.



“If you are reading this online I 
must have passed, somehow. 
Really though, what this entire 
endeavor proves is that I 
developed as an artist. Despite 
my loathing of the art school as 
an institution …. “ (David Woolf, 
May 2014. I Called my Thesis 
this …. pg. 36.)

Congratulations, David!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The author appears to have earned his degree! For those of us that support and design systems that facilitate dissemination, it makes sense that we’ll need to anticipate the ways that these systems shape what people create. What limitations are there? How can these limitations be leveraged? Or, if there are few limitations, how do our systems (for better or worse) facilitate play?As for the author … still no response, but let me say:Congratulations, David! I hope you’re reading this. If you are, you’ll note that it’s posted to the same repository that hosts your thesis.
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