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7 Social Movements and Social 

Movement Organizations 

Recruitment, Ideology, and Splits' 

Robert W. White and Tijen Dcmirel-Pcgg 

Social Movements and Social Movement Organizations 

A common interpretation of the Irish 'Troubles' is that they began in the 
late 1960s when counterdemonstrators supported by the Hoyal Ulster 

Constabulary (RUC) attacked peaceful civil rights protesters. 'Out of the 

Ashes' of August 1969 arose the Provisional Irish Republican Army (IRA) 

and 'Provisional' Sinn Fein. It is also widely assumed that the conflict 

ended in 1998 when the Provisionals accepted the Good Friday Agreement 

and settled for a reformed Northern Ireland (see also Bosi and De Fazio, 

in this volume). 

The transformation of the Provisionals from revolutionaries to consti

tutional politicians is only part of the story, however. The Provisional IRA 

and Sinn Fein were not the Irish republican movement. They were two 

of several 'players' in the Irish republican 'arena' between 1969 and 1998 

(Jasper 2015; Mische 2015; Bosi and Della Porta 2012). Other organizations 

included Cuman na mBan and the Irish National Liberation Anny. Placing 

the Provisionals in the context of the Irish republican movement allows an 

examination of their origins and how they changed over time, and shows 

how they were part ofa series of waves oflrish republicanism. 

Tarrow (1989) argues that mobilization occurs in wnves and focuses 

on processes of escalation and de-escalation in recruitment. Placing an 

organization in the context of the social movement as a whole provides 

insight on organizational dynamics during waves ofrecruitment and during 

the 'lean' years between waves. 

The timing of recruitment, the geographic location of new members, 

and their political background/upbringing, influence the new recruit's 

understanding of what s/he joined (ideology). When founding members 

1 Revised paper presented ,tl the first ,lll1m,1l Huairi () Br.\daigh S11111nwrSchoo], Hoscommon, 
Ircland,Junc 2014. Thanks to Lorenzo Bosi, Gianluca lk Fazio, Dieter lkinisch, l\largawt Whitt>, 
and Terry F. White for tlH'ir help and comnH'nls. 


















