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did not intend the Act to apply and among which the Alcoholic
Beverage Commission is not to be found.

Summarizing, it is my opinion that the Commission has

complete discretion and plenary authority to decide how much
and for what purpose monies shall be spent in the case of the
special appropriations accruing to the Commission by enforce-
ment tax collections and set aside in the excise fund; however,
once the Commission has authorized an expenditure either for
equipment or for printing supplies, its expenditures must be
made in the first instance through the Central Purchasing
Bureau, and in the second instance, through the Board of Pub-
lic Printing. It is scarcely necessary to add that the State Ex-
aminer ànd the State Board of. Accounts wil continue to hâve
authority to make post audits of the Commission's acoounts,

an accounting, which, it seems to me, is not only required by
statute but advisable in the best interests of the Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission.

UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION DIVISION: Authority
of board to enter into new and extension of old lease agree-
ments for the purpose of quartering various employment
offces.

June 3, 1941.
Honorable Wilfred Jessup,

Director Unemployment Compensation Division,
Department of Treasury,

Indianapolis, Indiana.

Dear Sir:

I have before me your letter of May 7, 1941, requesting an
offcial opinion as to the authority of the Employment Security
Board in leasing property to house the various state employ-

ment offces.
Section 20 of Chapter 4 ,of the Acts of the Special Session

of the General Assembly of 1936, as amended by Chapter 227
of .the Acts of the General Assembly of 1941 provides as
follows:

"Appropriation. All money received from the United
States government and paid into the state treasury,
as hereinbefore provided in this act, is hereby appro-
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priated and shall be expended by the board for the
respective purposes for which such money was allo-
cated and paid to the state. The state department of
public works is hereby authorized to rent or lease such
rooms or quarters as may be necessary, from time to
time, to accommodate the division and its severalactivities." .

Under this provision, the State Department of Public Works
may rent or lease such quarters as may be necessary to carry
out the activities of the agency. This provision is permissive,
and therefore not exclusive. The functions and duties of the
State Department of Public Works were transferred to the
State Department of Public Works and Property under the
provisions of House Bil No. 218 of 1941. This new depart-
ment has. not yet assumed its duties. Presently it cannot exer-
cise its functions, and specifically is not now in a position to
execute the leases to which you refer.

Section 9 (a) of Chapter 4 of the Acts of the Special Ses- .
sion of the General Assembly of 1936 provides as follows:

"Unemployment oompensation division. There is
hereby ,created in the department of treasury a divi-

sion which shall be known as the unemployment com-
pensation division, which shall be administered by a
board which shall be known as the state unemployment
compensation board."

Section 7 (a) of Chapter 121 of the Acts of the General

Assembly of 1939 as amended by Chapter 227 of the Acts of
the General Assembly of 1941, provides in part as follows:

"Administration, (a) Duties and Powers of the
Board. It shall be the duty of the board to administer
the provisions of this act and, in addition to all other

powers conferred on the board, it shall have the power
and authority to * * * make such expenditures * * *
and take such other action as it may deem necessary
or suitable for the prop'er administration of this

a.ct. * * * "

Section 8 of Chapter 121 of the Acts of the General As-

sembly of 1939, as amended by Chapter 227 of the Acts of the
General Assembly of 1941, provides in part as follows:
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"Employment Service. (a) The board shall establish
and maintain free public employment offces in such
number and in such pla,ces as may be necessary for
the proper administration of this act * * * All duties
and powers conferred upon any other department,
agency, or offcer of this state relating to the establish-
ment, maintenance, and operation of free public em-
ployment offces shall be vested in the board. * * *"

Answering your question as to the authority of the Board
to enter into lease agreements for the purposes of quartering
the various employment offces, I think it is obvious that the
Board possesses such authority. The State Department of Pub-
lic Works is empowered to rent or lease such property as may
be necessary to accommodate the activities of the Division.
This authority, however, was not vested exclusively in such
department. The Board is empowered to make such expendi-
tures and to take such action as it may deem necessary for the
proper administration of the act. It is further empowered

with all of the duties and powers conferred upon any other
department, agency, or off.cer of the state relating to the estab-
lishment, maintenance and operation of free public employ-

ment offces. Since the authority to lease or rent property for

the housing of the various public employment offces has been
conferred upon the State Department of Public Works, it is
obvious that such power and authority is also conferred upon
the Board. I notice that you have used the terms Employment
Security .Board and Employment Security Division in your
request for this opinion. However, I find that the acts per-
taining to unemployment compensation do not contain any

provisions ,creating such agencies. Therefore it is apparent

that all legal ,activities pertaining to the leasing of offces, the
payment of benefits, the collection of contributions, and all
other activities affecting the rights of persons and property
in connection with the administràtion of the unemployment
compensation acts must be in the name of the Unemployment
Compensation Board which administers the Unemployment
Compensation Division and its related functions.


