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INDIANA GIRLS' SCHOOL: Return of patient to home
county if found to be feeble-minded.

December 2, 1943.
Miss Rebecca Arbogast, Supt.,

Indiana Girls' School,
R. R. 2, Box 440,

Indianapolis, Indiana.

Dear Miss Arbogast:

Your letter of November 30, 1943, received requesting an
opinion is as follows:

"Wil you kindly inform mè of my rights under the
law in returning to her home county a girl who has
been found to be feeble-minded?

"Sec. 2, Chapter 262, Acts 1911, as quoted on our
commitment blank, covers the case, but we have com-
plied with the requirements set out and have rejected
'a girl from Vanderburgh County. The six months'
period given us within which we may reject a girl wil
be up on December 7th and we so advised .J udge
Lensing; he then wrote us the letter, copy of which Ienclose. .

"We have had this girl tested twice by the psycholo-
gist, and she is definitely feeble-minded; wê have a
~ertificate to this effect from our School physician a,nd
one other physician.

"Could you advise me before December 7th if we
liave a right to take this girl back and turn her over
to the county?"

Section 13-708, Burns' R. S. 1933, being Sec. 2, Ch. 262,

Acts of 1911, referred. to in your letter is as follows:

"N 0 girl shall be committed to said school who is
epileptic, insane or feeble-minded or a paralytic or who
has a contagious disease. She must be possessed of

that degree of bodily health which wil render her a fit
subject for the discipline of said schooL. It shall be the
duty of the court committing her to cause said girl to
be examined by a reputable physician who shall certify
to the above facts, which certificate shall be forwarded



67l:l

to the school with the cqmmitment. The court shall
also furnish a statement of such facts as can be ascer-

taIiied concerning the personal and fåmily history of
the girL. If it shall develop, within six (6) months
after a girl is committed to this institution, that she is
epileptic, insane, feeble-minded, a paralytic, or preg-.
nant, such girl may be returned to the county from
which she is committed: Provided, If a person is be-
lieved to be epileptic, insane or feeble-minded, the

superintendent shall call the physician of the institu-
tion and one other physician experienced in the care of
epileptic, insane or feeble-minded; or in the case of one
believed to be feeble-minded, may call the superin-
tendent of the Indiana School for Feeble-Minded

Youth, instead of the last named physician, and these
three shall agree before such child shall be returned to
the county."

It is my opinion that under the above section of the statute,
if it should develop that within a period of six months after a
girl is committed to your institution, that she is found to be
feeble-minded in the opinion of the superintendent of your
jnstitution, the physician of your institution and in the opinion
of a third party to consist of either a physician experienced

in the care of the feeble-minded or the superintendent of the
Indiana School for Feeble-Minded Youth; the girl may be re-

turned to the county from which she was committed.
Under the above statute the above named persons determine

whether such child is feeble-minded after being committed to
said institution, and not the judge of the court from which she
was originally committed. However, it is important to note
that under said statute the person must not only be found to
be feeble-minded, but must be returned to the county, before

such county would be requiréd to accept her. '


