
 

 

  

 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

 

   
 

 

     
 

     

 
 

  

    
 

    
 

 

 

   
 

  
    

   

   
   

 
   

  
 

Region Report 
Sub-Saharan Africa 

Regional Reviewer: Tade Akin Aina 
Institutional Affiliation: Partnership for African Social & Governance Research 
With contributions from staff at the Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy 

Overview of the Region 

Economy 
Population 
2016* 

Capital 
GDP 

Per Capita* 
(US $) 

Official 
Language 

Most 
Represented 
Religion** 

Number of 
Registered 
POs 

Registration 
Levels 

Kenya 48,461,567 Nairobi 1,455.4 
English, 
Swahili 

Christian (83%) ~76,500 (1) Central 

Nigeria 185,989,640 Abuja 2,175.7 English 
Christian (49.3%) 
Muslim (48.8%) 

~90,000 (2) 
Central, State, 
Local 

Senegal 15,411,614 Dakar 952.8 French Muslim (96.1%) 12,087 (3) State, Local 

South 
Africa 

55,910,000 

Pretoria 
(executive), 
Cape Town 
(legislative) 

5,274.5 

IsiZulu and 
other 10 
languages 
including 
English 

Christian (81%) 120,227 (4) Central 

Tanzania 55,572,201 Dodoma 877.5 
Swahili 
English 

Christian (61%), 
Muslim (35%) 

22.525 (5) Central, Local 

English 
Zimbabwe 16,150,362 Harare 1,029.1 Shona, Christian (84.5%) Unknown (6) Central, Local 

Ndebele 

* Current US $. World Bank 2016.
** US Department of State. Bureau of Democracy.  International Religious Freedom Report for 2016. 

(1) The International Center for Not-for-Profit Law. (2017).Civic Freedom Monitor: Kenya. This number includes both societies 
and non-governmental organizations. 
(2) USAID. (2016). 2016 CSO Sustainable Index for Sub-Saharan Africa. The Corporate Affairs Commission provides data only 
about the national civil society organizations, therefore registered organizations operating at the state and local level are not 
included. 
(3) The International Center for Not-for-Profit Law. (2017). Civic Freedom Monitor: Senegal. This number includes both 
registered associations and non-governmental organizations. 
(4) Department of Social Development. Republic of South Africa. 2014 statistics. 
(5) USAID. (2016). 2016 CSO Sustainable Index for Sub-Saharan Africa. This number includes all registered civil society 
organizations. According to the European Union (2016) as well as Bertelsmann Stiftung’s Transformation Index (2016) the 
number of registered NGOs is only 4,000. 
(6) The International Center for Not-for-Profit Law. (2018). Civic Freedom Monitor: Zimbabwe. The number based on 
unconfirmed statements provided by government officials is 20,000. There is no publicly available record or database of 
registered legal entities in Zimbabwe. 
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The Sub-Saharan Africa region contains 53 countries with an estimated total population of 1.03 
billion (UN Statistics, 2017, World Bank, 2016). Kenya, Nigeria, Senegal, South Africa, Tanzania and 
Zimbabwe account for 36.5 percent of the population. The region is characterized by multi-ethnic 
and multi-cultural qualities influenced by different religious beliefs and traditions. According to the 
Pew Research Center (2015), Sub-Saharan Africa is one of the most religious regions; 62.9 percent 
of the region’s population identify themselves as Christians, and 30.2 percent as Muslims. The most 
represented religion in Kenya, South Africa, and Zimbabwe is Christianity; in Senegal is Islam, and 
in Nigeria and Tanzania both Christianity and Islam are dominant religions. Nigeria is the second 
most religious country in the world (Gallup International, 2015). 

Most of the countries in the region recently celebrated 50 years of independence from colonial rule. 
Scholars note that the new philanthropic landscape has the “distinct character of African agency, 
energy and engagement” (Aina & Moyo, 2013). The emerging middle class in many African cities 
holds promise for the immediate future of philanthropy. Yet profound disparities remain between the 
urban and rural populations within countries. The most recent data provided by UNESCO (2015) 
shows that of all regions, Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest rates of population with no schooling 
and the greatest gap in girls’ education. A recent report shows that while primary attainment rates 
have improved, in the poorest countries the gap between the average and poorest households 
increased between 2003 and 2013 (UNESCO, 2015). 

Countries in Sub-Saharan Africa are experiencing economic growth at very slow pace. According 
to the International Monetary Fund (2017), 2016 marked the region’s worst performance in more 
than two decades, but growth started to recover in 2017 with fading drought in several geographic 
areas and modest improvements in trade. Regardless, growth rates in 2017 and the expected growth 
rates in 2018 are considered insufficient to achieve poverty reduction in the region (World Bank, 
2017). However, each country in the study represents unique opportunities and threats for the 
development of the philanthropic sector in the region. For example, Kenya is a major hub for 
communications and logistics, with one of the fastest growing economies in Sub-Saharan Africa.  
With nearly half of the population of West Africa, Nigeria has one of the largest populations of youth 
in the world. Likewise, Tanzania faces a high population growth rate, with 800,000 youth entering 
the job market every year. Despite economic growth, nearly half of the population lives on less than 
US $1.90 per day, with many of those in poverty living in rural areas. The economic growth is difficult 
to perceive in these areas, especially where agricultural practices are unsustainable. Though 
Senegal has not developed the financial prosperity of others in the continent, it has enjoyed one of 
the most stable democracies in Africa since the end of the colonial period. Finally, South Africa 
remains, perhaps, the primary economic leader for the continent. Yet it is a dual economy, with some 
of the world’s highest rates of inequality (World Bank, 2016). 

Illegal financial flows and corruption are two of the greatest and growing issues in Sub-Saharan 
African economies. The Corruption Perception Index (2016) places Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Nigeria, 
and Kenya among the countries with high corruption rankings (over 115 out of 176), despite efforts 
in some countries like Kenya to adopt anti-corruption measures. Senegal and South Africa are 
better positioned. The Index reflects the impacts of corruption by aggregating 13 different data 
sources that provide perceptions of business people and country experts of the level of corruption 
in the public sector, but it does not reflect illicit financial flows. Global Financial Integrity (GFI), a 
nonprofit research and advisory organization working to curtail illicit financial flows, estimates that 
developed countries and their institutions “actively facilitate—and reap enormous profits from—the
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theft of massive amounts of money from developing countries” and that “illicit financial outflows 
from developing countries ultimately end up in banks in developed countries like the United States 
and United Kingdom, as well as in tax havens like Switzerland, the British Virgin Islands, or 
Singapore” (Spanjers & Salomon, 2017). OECD (2018) reports that West Africa is a transit zone 
for cocaine from Latin America destined for European markets. The 2017 GFI report on illicit 
financial flows (Spanjers & Salomon) states that the countries in Sub-Saharan region had the 
highest illicit financial outflows among all developing economies between 2005 and 2014, as 
measured by the percentage of total trade, with an estimated average between 7.5 percent and 
11.6 percent of the region’s total trade. In 2014, the estimated dollar value of the illicit financial 
outflows in the region reached the level between US $36 billion and US $69 billion, compared with 
the estimated illicit financial inflows between US $44 billion and US $81 billion in the same year. 
Although African economies have made significant efforts to comply with international regulations 
and institutions the enabling conditions that allow individuals to undertake illicit activities with 
relative impunity persist. Among them, the high levels of corruption and the limited access to the 
banking system for many ordinary people creates informal systems of financial transactions, such 
as the hawala system for cross-border transactions (OECD, 2018). In addition, many of the laws 
intended to bolster the fight against financial crimes can negatively impact the abilities of 
philanthropic organizations to send and receive donations across borders.  

According to the Freedom in the World 2018 report (Freedom House, 2018), several governments 
in the region, including Zimbabwe, Kenya, Tanzania, and South Africa, use repressive tools to 
strengthen their own political power. In terms of political rights and civil liberties, Senegal and South 
Africa were designated free, while Kenya, Nigeria, and Tanzania were ranked as partly-free countries 
in 2017. Zimbabwe was scored as a not-free country last year since President Mugabe was 
compelled to resign under military pressure. As the Mugabe regime oppressed philanthropic 
organizations and subdued democratic forces, the following years might bring positive changes to 
the Zimbabwean philanthropic sector. 

Summary Report 

Philanthropy remains a multi-sided, diverse, and complex terrain with a wide range of dynamics and 
actors in terms of its intersection with states, societies, communities, civil societies and businesses 
in Africa. This complexity and variety have implications for the often diverse, and sometimes 
conditions of the philanthropic environments found in the region. Overall, philanthropic organizations’ 
relationships with the states and governments continue to determine the philanthropic environment 
in the period under review. These relationships are not uniform, as they depend on contexts and the 
issues involved. They range from hostility when it comes to issues related to governance, rights, and 
accountability, to acceptance and accommodation when it comes to the provision of services and 
humanitarian response. With regard to other issues such as women’s economic empowerment and 
climate change, the relationship can be characterized by ambivalence and/or avoidance. So the 
philanthropic environment, as defined by the indicators used in this review—such as freedom to 
organize and associate, freedom to give and receive both within and across countries, and 
constraints that culture and traditions impose on philanthropy—cannot be reduced to simple 
generalizations that ignore the more complex and diverse contexts and periods. 
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Another important consideration that can be derived from the review is that, although many African 
societies have vibrant philanthropic traditions based on religion, such as Islam, Christianity and 
traditional faiths, the modern forms of philanthropic expression as typified in structured and 
systematic institutionalized giving are unevenly distributed across countries, regions, and groups. 
The review, however, shows that new philanthropic institutions owned and established by Africans 
continue to emerge and grow. There are also new trends in modes and ways of giving, particularly 
those driven by new technologies such as the Internet and mobile telephones. These are creating 
new conversations and orientations around not only philanthropic giving but also the interventions 
and actions of philanthropic organizations. While new modes of engagement have implications for 
the philanthropic environment of the region, they have also provoked governmental efforts aimed at 
creating new regulations and restrictions. Simultaneously, however, nervous and insecure 
governments are using aspects of negative global trends such transnational terrorism, money 
laundering, and trafficking to impose greater controls on what they consider to be unwanted and/or 
unacceptable expressions of philanthropy. Thus, the space for civil society has been increasingly 
shrunk by governments in the period under review through hostile or ambivalent actions. 

In spite of these trends, the period is not characterized by unmitigated pessimism for the future of 
the environment for philanthropy. This is because the period saw innovations in organizing and 
mobilization through social media and other electronic means. It saw the birth of new formal 
philanthropic organizations by high net worth individuals, communities, and corporations. It also saw 
the resilience of civil society and philanthropic organizations as their drivers and actors invent new 
ways of managing difficult human rights and social justice conditions and governments. 

The review, in fact, pointed to the inadequacy of a monolithic understanding of the region’s 
philanthropic environment and the need to avoid generalizing about any particular trend across the 
continent. The review shows that, although a lot remains to be done to attain a more vibrant 
philanthropic environment, the outlook is not entirely negative or pessimistic. 

Figure 1. Global Philanthropy Environment Index Overall Scores, by Economy 

3.803.68 
3.333.21 3.032.87 

2.55 

REGION Zimbabwe Kenya Tanzania Nigeria Senegal South Africa 

Source: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index 
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Key Findings 
 

1. Two-sided sector  with  deep-rooted traditions and new  opportunities
 
Economies  in the multi-ethnic and  multi-cultural Sub-Saharan Africa region share the culture of 
giving as a  common characteristic. Religious,  community-based, and  corporate  giving as well as 
foreign remittances are  all important sources of  African philanthropy. While religion is traditionally a  
driving force for generosity (especially in Tanzania where the philanthropic culture is grounded in  
religion), the tradition  of comradeship (Kenya), mutual help (Nigeria and Senegal), and the spirit of  
Ubuntu (South Africa) has led to a  rich charitable culture  across the region. According to the Charities 
Aid Foundation’s World Giving Index 2017,  Africa was the only continent to experience an increase  
in all giving behaviors including helping a stranger, donating money to charity, and  volunteering time 
in 2017: “Eight African nations, including Kenya, …  Zimbabwe, [and] South Africa  …  are in the 13  
most improved countries”, with Kenya ranking the 3rd  most generous country in the world (NPR, 
2017).  
 
The growth  of the philanthropic sector in Sub-Saharan Africa is  part of a  “global associational  
revolution” (Salamon, 1994). Throughout the region, philanthropy and civil society are increasingly  
being called  upon to play a part in  the development and provision of  social services. Governments 
in the region  are supportive  towards  philanthropic organizations that provide essential social services 
for the people in need,  especially as several countries, including Kenya, Nigeria, South Africa, and 
Zimbabwe, experienced  severe climatic conditions over the last couple of years (USAID, 2016). 
Though the  changes are  drawing greater regulatory attention, only a  few countries  have developed 
agencies to effectively support the philanthropic sector.   
 
Despite the  improving relationship  between  government and service-providing organizations, the  
countries in the region  reported  increasing  pressure towards non-governmental organizations  
focusing on advocacy, democratization, and human rights. Kenya,  Nigeria, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe  
reported hostile environments for foreign-funded non-governmental  organizations in the name of  
protecting national security and combating the financing of terrorism. In addition to contrasting 
political  environments towards different groups  of philanthropic organizations, there is a  significant 
difference between urban and rural philanthropic organizations.  Rural philanthropic organizations 
tend to be smaller, community-based organizations that are  often under-funded due to limited  access 
to resources. Nigeria, South Africa, Tanzania, and Zimbabwe reported uneven support between 
urban and rural organizations, which creates tension within the philanthropic sector. 
 
Philanthropic organizations in the region have been overwhelmingly dependent on receiving cross-
border charitable contributions. Kenya, Nigeria, and South Africa are  the top 3  African countries  
receiving U.S. foundation funding  that primarily supports  the fields  of health  and international 
development and relief  (Lawrence et al., 2015). However,  the level of foreign  funding  continues to  
decline, undermining the operations of philanthropic organizations  in the region (USAID, 2016). 
Building organizational capacity and encouraging the public to engage in formal philanthropic 
activities seem crucial  for organizations operating in Sub-Saharan Africa. The growth of the 
economy, especially in countries such as  Senegal and Tanzania (USAID, 2016), and the increasing 
number of high  net worth individuals who seek philanthropic opportunities in the region, could play  
important roles in creating a sustainable philanthropic environment in the continent. 
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2. Kenya, South Africa and Senegal lead the region in enabling conditions for philanthropy
environment

In Kenya, Senegal and South Africa the philanthropic sector has more freedom to operate than in 
Nigeria, Tanzania and Zimbabwe. The registration processes in Senegal and South Africa are clear 
and reasonable, but the approval process in Nigeria is bureaucratic and the wait time inconsistent. 
Partially due to a longer history of democracy, unregistered groups can operate freely in Senegal 
but are threatened in Nigeria. Foreign philanthropic organizations operating in both countries are 
closely monitored, and are not allowed to participate in political or profit-making activities. Finally, 
because of Nigeria’s Same-Sex Act of 2014, organizations with same-sex advocacy missions and 
activities are prohibited. In Tanzania and Kenya, the application process is complex and 
cumbersome, and approval time is often six months to a year. In Kenya and South Africa, however, 
officials are apolitical and helpful with the registration process. South Africa’s registration process is 
clear and easy, but opening a bank account for the organization is more difficult due to anti-money 
laundering laws. 

Regarding operations, Kenya and South Africa operate in open environments, but in Tanzania and 
Zimbabwe there are more restrictions. In 2013, Kenya established a government body to support 
the Kenyan philanthropic sector, further protecting its freedoms. Organizations in Tanzania cannot 
be politically active, and their activity on social media is highly regulated. In Zimbabwe, leaders of 
philanthropic organizations have been arrested for conducting philanthropic activities without police 
approval. This detainment contravenes the constitution, and continues even after the plaintiffs have 
been found innocent.  

Figure 2. Scores on Ease of Operating Philanthropic Organizations, by Economy 

 
 

4.67 

2.00 

2.67 

3.67 3.83 
4.00 

South
Zimbabwe Tanzania Nigeria Kenya Senegal 

Africa 

Form a PO 2.0 3.0 3.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 

Operate a PO 1.0 2.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 5.0 

Dissolve a PO 3.0 3.0 4.0 3.5 4.0 5.0 

Ease of Operating a PO 2.00 2.67 3.67 3.83 4.00 4.67 

Source: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index 
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All countries in the region have regulations in place for the voluntary termination of philanthropic 
organizations. However, there are also regulations that allow government to shut down organizations 
they consider threatening to their regime. In Zimbabwe, the Unlawful Organizations Act 19/1998 
authorizes the President to declare any organization to be unlawful if is considered to endanger, 
disturb or interfere with defense, public safety or public order (Article 3). In Kenya, in 2014 it was 
reported that the government's NGO coordination board—the body that registers and regulates 
NGOs—had closed hundreds of non-governmental organizations, including 15 for allegedly "raising 
funds for terrorists" (Al Jazeera, 2014). In 2016 the US-funded International Foundation for Electoral 
Systems was shut down and more recently in 2017, there were reports of two organizations—the 
Africa Centre for Open Governance and the Kenya Human Rights Commission—being shut down 
by the government allegedly because they had plans to challenge President Uhuru Kenyatta’s re-
election in court (Daily Nation, 2017).   

3. 	 Philanthropic organizations are often tax-exempt, but tax incentives are at times limited
or unclear

In the arena of tax benefits, both Nigeria and Senegal provide limited incentives for philanthropic 
organizations. In Nigeria, corporate tax deductions are provided for up to 10 percent of a company’s 
profits. These gifts must be liquid assets, not capital gifts. Individuals who give to philanthropic 
organizations, however, receive no tax benefit. Philanthropic organizations in Nigeria are generally 
exempt from income tax, provided they are not conducting for-profit activities. 

Senegalese law provides tax deductions for corporate and individual donations, but the process for 
claiming these donations is unclear. An international accounting firm claimed that only corporate 
donations to specific organizations are actually deductible. Laws meant to hinder corruption also 
disincentivize giving. Most registered philanthropic organizations enjoy tax exemption on 
commercial taxes, with the exception of their for-profit activities. 

Figure 3. Scores on Tax Incentives, by Economy 

4.00
3.50 3.50 

Zimbabwe Nigeria Senegal Kenya Tanzania 
South 
Africa 

Making Domestic Donations 3.0 3.0 3.0 4.0 4.0 4.0 

Receiving Domestic 
Donations 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 4.0 

Tax Incentives 3.00 3.00 3.00 3.50 3.50 4.00 

3.00 3.00 3.00 

Source: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index 
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The tax policies in East African countries reviewed favor philanthropic organizations. For example, 
in Kenya, donors can claim tax deductions with no ceilings, although the process is somewhat 
unpredictable, and in Tanzania certain donors to certain organizations can deduct up to two percent. 
Meanwhile, in South Africa individual and corporate donors to public benefit organizations can 
deduct up to 10 percent of gross income. 

Approved philanthropic organizations in Kenya are exempt from income tax, customs duties, and 
VAT taxes for goods donated for emergency relief efforts. South African philanthropic organizations 
are fully exempt from income tax, provided their for-profit activities are below the prescribed limit. 
Tanzania also provides income tax exemption for philanthropic organizations that meet certain 
requirements and provide for poverty relief, education, and public service purposes. In Zimbabwe, 
there is no tax deductibility for gifts but a few categories of corporate philanthropy can claim 
deductions. Philanthropic organizations are generally subject to the same taxes as for-profit 
organizations in the country. 

4. Anti-Money Laundering Programs Strictly Regulate Cross-Border Giving

In most Sub-Saharan African countries included in this report, the government has implemented a 
variety of laws to diminish money laundering and the financing of hawaladers. In Nigeria, donations 
into the country must be reported to the Central Bank of Nigeria and Securities and Exchange 
Commission within seven days of being received. Preventing money laundering in Nigeria is more 
difficult due to the population being twelve times larger than Senegal’s. The 2011 Money Laundering 
Prohibition Act requires philanthropic organizations to report funding support received in excess of 
US $1,000 to the Special Control Unit on Money Laundering of the Economic and Financial Crimes 
Commission. Despite the anti-money laundering legislation, Nigeria’s House of Representatives is 
considering the adoption of two bills in order to increase transparency and fight against illicit financial 
flows, however, it would negatively affect the ability of non-governmental organizations to receive 
both domestic and cross-border funding. Both the 2014 Bill to Regulate the Acceptance and 
Utilization of Financial/Material Contributions of Donor Agencies to Voluntary Organizations and the 
2016 Non-Governmental Organizations Regulatory Commission Bill propose stricter registration and 
approval procedures for receiving charitable contributions and more burdensome financial reporting 
requirements. The proposed laws also establish criminal penalties in case of any violation of the 
bills. These regulations are likely to discourage charitable giving in the country and restrict the 
operations of non-governmental organizations. 
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Figure 4. Scores on Cross-Border Flows, by Economy
	

 

 

Kenya 
South 
Africa 

Nigeria Zimbabwe Senegal Tanzania 

Sending Cross-
Border Donations 2.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 4.0 

Receiving Cross-
Border Donations 2.0 3.0 3.0 3.5 3.5 3.0 

Cross-Border Flows 2.00 3.00 3.00 3.25 3.25 3.50 

2.00 

3.00 3.00 
3.25 3.25 

3.50
	

Source: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index 

In Senegal, incoming and outgoing funds must be verified before they can be released to the 
philanthropic organization. Being a member of the Inter-Governmental Action Group against Money 
Laundering in West Africa, Senegal has created a regulatory framework that makes it hard to send 
cross-border donations. Tanzania receives many donations, both monetary and in-kind, from abroad 
without taxation, but the donations must be cleared by the Central Bank. In Kenya the laws for both 
giving and receiving cross-border donations are complex and discretionary. Cases are reported of 
one agency authorizing clearance and another revoking it. In South Africa, many donated goods are 
eligible to be exempt from paying customs duties, but only for domestic purposes, and no consent 
is needed to receive off-shore donations. In Zimbabwe, philanthropic organizations can receive 
foreign funding without any major restrictions. However, the 2016 liquidity crisis has made cross-
border philanthropic flows extremely difficult. In 2016, the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe introduced the 
dollar denominated bond notes, whose value dropped dramatically in 2017. The bond notes are 
untradeable outside Zimbabwe and the circulation of US Dollars, the currency used in the country 
since 2009, has decreased significantly. Cash withdrawal limits were introduced and several money-
transfer companies restricted their services by accepting only US dollars to send from Zimbabwe. 
Therefore both sending and receiving cross-border donations became burdensome and 
philanthropic organizations were forced to have foreign bank accounts to be able to access and use 
their financial resources. The 2016 liquidity crisis also highlighted several criminal operations that 
might encourage money laundering in the country. In Zimbabwe, though agencies are officially not 
taxed for the imported philanthropic gifts, in practice only large multi-national groups such as those 
affiliated with the United Nations enjoy this privilege. 

5. Bounded trust and limited capacity characterize state-philanthropy relations

In Nigeria the government’s support for philanthropic organizations is uneven. Many praise the 
humanitarian work provided by these organizations and also fiercely critique groups with an 
advocacy stance. Additionally, some leaders from the philanthropic sector serve on government 
committees, which at times diminishes the credibility of the philanthropic organizations they 
represent. There are few opportunities for high-level government officials and philanthropy leaders 
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to dialogue. Finally, the proposed bill to regulate donations has caused significant tension between 
the government and civil society. The government seeks to disable terrorism and money laundering 
in the country, but in so doing it is also crippling the resource flows for philanthropic organizations, 
which serve as some of Nigerian civil society’s most vibrant success stories. In Tanzania the 
government is also collaborative with non-advocacy POs but hostile to those with political agendas. 
A recent law, the 2015 Freedom of Information Act and Cybercrimes Act, threatens the freedom of 
speech and expression for POs. 

Figure 5. Scores on Political Environment, by Economy 

4.00 

Zimbabwe Kenya Tanzania Nigeria Senegal South Africa 

Governance 2.0 1.0 2.0 3.0 4.0 4.0 

Public Policies 1.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 4.0 

Political Environment 1.50 2.00 2.50 3.00 3.50 4.00 

1.50 
2.00 

2.50 

3.00 

3.50 

Source: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index 

In Kenya, the government moved the regulatory body for NGOs from the Department of 
Development to that of Internal Security, an obvious intention to clamp down on the organizations 
due to a concern for POs funding terrorist attacks. A 2013 Public Benefit Law has not yet been 
operationalized, but would deregister hundreds of POs for alleged finance violations. Yet the 
government partners with other organizations to achieve the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

In Senegal the government recognizes the importance of philanthropy but has little capacity to 
support it. At times the government and philanthropic sector are at odds due to the lack of 
collaboration and cooperation. The government questions what they call “briefcase philanthropic 
organizations” that receive international funding but do not report  how  the  funds  are  used.  
International development agencies partner both with the government and local philanthropic 
organizations; however, a cohesive nationwide program to advance philanthropy does not exist. 
South Africa employs a partnership model of provision of social services, but the 2008–2012 
recession diminished funding available for these services. Overall, the legal environment is 
supportive of philanthropy, despite the previous ongoing conflict between President Zuma supporters 
and oppositional NGOs. The number of POs reflect the positive legal environment for POs and a 
stronger economy.  
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In Zimbabwe, civil society organizations have succeeded in aligning new legislation with the 
country’s constitution. In effect, important state-society partnerships have been formed such as the 
Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission and others. 

6. Both solidarity and diversity typify the economies

Philanthropic organizations play a key role in the development of Sub-Saharan African economies 
as they work to find more effective systemic solutions to poverty, especially in rural areas. In Senegal, 
children are taught at a young age to become a part of mutual help groups that emphasize solidarity. 
Senegal’s long tradition of democracy has helped the country form a sense of identity and social 
inclusion through belonging to such groups. A CIVICUS report found that 70 percent of Senegalese 
trust civil organizations. The poor of the country have often joined together to create economic 
organizations known as GIEs (Groupement d'Intérêt Economique, or Economic Interest Group). 
During the horrific droughts of the 1970s and 1980s, both international and local development 
organizations played a role in stabilizing the country. Finally, the Muslim tradition of Zakat and 
Christian tithe are major drivers of philanthropic giving in the country. 

Figure 6. Scores on Socio-Cultural Environment, by Economy 

4.0 4.0 4.0 

3.0 3.0 3.0
	

Kenya Tanzania Zimbabwe South Africa Nigeria Senegal 

Source: Indiana University Lilly Family School of Philanthropy, 2018 Global Philanthropy Environment Index 

Nigeria is a country of profound diversity. There are more than 250 ethnic groups with a variety of 
cultural practices, most of which honor the tradition of giving. Current Nigerian philanthropy aims to 
preserve ancient traditions while adapting to global influence and modern practice. Faith-based 
giving serves as a dynamic motivator for philanthropy in the country. Tanzania is also a country of 
incredible cultural diversity and the philanthropic culture is grounded in religion. In both countries, 
philanthropy is exercised through individual and communal channels, many of them informal, and 
not always involving money. 

Reciprocity is seen as a duty in communities in Kenya. Harambee means “all pull together” in Swahili 
from the Bantu tradition. Recently, global trends in philanthropy have influenced a generation of 
philanthropists, and have led to a more organized and institutionalized form of giving. Kenya is 
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currently developing a data portal to quantify local giving. In The State of Social Giving in South 
Africa Report Series, South Africa was deemed a nation of givers, with 90 percent of the country’s 
citizens giving time, money and in-kind donations (Everett and Solanki, 2005). Much of South African 
generosity flows from an indigenous cultural norm of Ubuntu: “I am what I am because of who we all 
are.” 

In Zimbabwe, philanthropic leaders are striving to include women in the philanthropic and civic 
activity. Philanthropic organizations are viewed as progressive agents for social change. In the 
region, a common phrase states, “to live happily, you have to live hidden.” In order to grow the 
sector, philanthropic studies research centers as well as university and professional development 
programs are needed. 

7. 	 Future trends: economic growth and new technologies support the growth of African
philanthropy

Growing number of African philanthropists. The population of middle and high income individuals 
is growing in the continent, and “local self-made entrepreneurs want to give back” using different 
philanthropic vehicles (Kamau, 2015). According to The Africa 2015 Wealth Report (Business 
Wire, 2015), African high net worth individuals have increased by 145 percent, more than double 
the worldwide rate, between 2000 and 2014, a number expected to rise by 41 percent over the 
next decade. Thus, an increase of the number of African philanthropists is expected, establishing 
grant making foundations as well as introducing impact investing in the region. The Tony Elumelu 
Foundation in Nigeria supports entrepreneurship by investing US $100 million over ten years 
across Africa (Ajayi, 2016). This trend might also bridge the financial gap caused by the declining 
foreign charitable contributions in the region. 

Mobile phone-based money transfer as an emerging fundraising vehicle. Mobile technology 
could be a catalyst for broad-based domestic giving in Sub-Saharan Africa. Mobile banking is 
important and widely used in the region. Telecom companies, such as Safaricom, have supported 
innovative mobile platforms to promote and facilitate charitable contributions for causes such as 
famine relief and combating ebola. M-Change, the region’s first and largest mobile fundraising 
site, has supported more than 18,500 fundraising campaigns in Kenya. 

Institutionalization of the philanthropic sector. Country experts in the region highlight the 
importance of more organized and structured philanthropy. New institutions, such as the African 
Grantmakers Network, the African Philanthropy Forum, and the Association for Research on Civil 
Society in Africa have enhanced research on and professionalization of African philanthropy. 
Simultaneously, the increasing demand for accountability might also lead to a more structured 
and data-driven philanthropic sector in Sub-Saharan Africa. 

Collaborations and partnerships to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. African 
philanthropy has taken “a central role in questions of development and sustainability” (Moyo, 
2016) in the continent leading the implementation of the sustainable development agenda 
established by the United Nations. The United Nations defined 17 goals including ending hunger, 
providing quality education as well as clean water and sanitation for all worldwide, to be reached 
by 2030. It requires collaboration between governmental and philanthropic organizations and 
strong partnership among philanthropic organizations to achieve reforms and create an enabling 
environment for philanthropy. 
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Cultivation of indigenous resources. Philanthropic leaders in Africa cite the imperative for their 
organizations to cultivate indigenous resources, which will catalyze Africans to re-establish 
ownership of their agenda, enable African voices, and balance the powerful influences that 
accompany external aid. 
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