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OFFICIAL OPINION NO. 13

March 4, 1954
Mr. Harvey B. Stout

Veterans' State Service Off.cer
431 N. Meridian Street

Indianapolis, Indiana

Dear Mr. Stout:

This is in reply to your letter in which you inquire as to the
following:

"Are the County Recorders of the various counties
in the State of Indiana required to record only Honor-
able Discharge Papers of Veterans, free of charge, or,
are they required to record all Discharge Papers of
Veterans free of charge?"

The Acts of 1925, Ch. 131, Sees. 1, 2, and 3, as found in
Burns' Indiana Statutes (1951 Repl.) , Section 59-1002 to Sec-
tion 59-1004, provide as follows:

"For the purpose of providing a special and perma-
nent record for recording discharges from the army or
navy or any other branch of the naval, miltary or other
service of the United States, of soldiers, sailors, ma-
rines or members of any other branch of the service,
and residents of the state of Indiana, who have served
in any capacity in any of the wars in which the United
States has been engaged, the recorder of each county,

at the expense of the county, is hereby authorized and
required to procure, immediately, a suffciently large
and well-bound book of good material, in which he

shall record all discharges of such soldiers, sailors, ma-
rines or other such persons who served in any capacity
in any such war, which are delivered or presented to
such recorders for recording. (Our emphasis)

"Such book providing for the recording of discharges
from the army, navy, or any other branch of the service,
shall consist of printed forms in blank, similar to and
in conformity with the wording of the forms of dis-
charge used by the United States government, the size
of type being reduced to permit the printing of the
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form of the discharge on one (1) page of said record,
and each book shall be provided with an alphabetical
index.

"It shall be and is hereby made the duty of the re-
corders of the several counties of the state of Indiana,
and as a part of their offcial duties, to record all dis-
charges from service in any war in which the United
States has been engaged, of soldiers, sailors, marines
or members of any other branch of the service, without
charge, and no fee shall be assessed or collected by the
counties or recorders thereof for such recording." (Our
emphasis)

Unless expression of an intention to the contrary, statutes

are treated as intended to operate prospectively and not retro-

spectively.

Chadwick v. City of Crawfordsvile (1939), 216 Ind.
399, 24 N. E. (2d) 937.

It is to be noted that Chapter 131, supra, does not contain
any limitation as to what types of discharges are to be re-
corded. It is therefore my opinion, that any and all papers
evidencing their contents as discharge papers should be re-
corded by the County Recorder free of charge.

OFFICIAL OPINION NO. 14
March 5, 1954

Mr. B. W. Johnson
Executive Secretary

Indiana State Teachers' Retirement Fund
336 State House

Indianapolis, Indiana

Dear Sir:
Your letter has been received and reads as follows:

"We request your offcial opinion relative to the fol-
lowing situation arising under the 1953 amendment to
the teachers' retirement fund law (Chapter 149, Acts
of 1953).
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